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Preface

This is about C Company®'Battalion 508’ Infantry, 3d Brigade, 1GiAirborne

Division (Airmobile) fromMay 1969 until the end dDctoberl970. It is a story about

the men, the jungle, and their enemy as they conducted operations inttieempart of
what was then called South Viet Narfihe story is based on the battalion journals or
short notes of key events made by men assigned to the battalion headquarters who
manned the radios. The journals recorded the time units were at vadatigris and

key events such as engagements with the enemy. The battalion journals are tive skele
of the story and provideho, what, and where but it is the recollections of Charlie
Company members that flesh out the story and provide the human anodnamoantext

of the trek of Charlie Company throughatstassignedirea of responsibility.

Who can tell the story of Charlie Company? No one person had a vantage point from
which to view the daily sequences and to record them for posterity. Thayrifetics

spread platoons from a few hundred meters to several kilometers from each other. In
most places, the jungle was so dense, that a person could not see what was occurring 50
meters to his front. When contact was made with the enemy, someeftho saw the

brunt of the battle were either killed or wounded and evacuated and not to return to the
unit.

Had CharlieCompany members been brought together within a year or two of their

service periods, memories and recollections would have beengbldtesh. Had the

internet existed at the time, it may have served as a means of connecting company

members who dispersed to every state of the union and beyond. Keep in mind that men
arrived and left as individuals so that there really was not aortypyty to collect the

company and review the history and the lessons learned. Motivation to connect was
generally lacking shortly after mends combat
Wives and family members beckoned for attention. Many had rgstiesire to put the

war out of their conscious thoughts and to get on with life. A powerful and devious force

could not have designed a better mechanism for engaging thousands of men in a hellish
environment and thediminishingtheir ability to gatherrd talk to each other about what

they had encountered togetheéo unburden themselve§hort of a mammoth and

expensive research effort which has not been available, these are some reasons why the

story of Charlie Company can only be told in piecBigvertheless, with the aid of

dozens of members of Charlie Company and using what military records exist, it is
possible to get oneds hands around the most
story.

Why begin this efforafter almost forty years®or me,family responsibilities agh

getting into the work force wereasons to peenpt an effort to put the story together in a
timely manner. Decades after the conflicemembered key events but wgetting

fuzzy abouthe sequence. Havingaently rered from work, Ihad an opportunity to do
some researchWriting the story of Charlie Company would help me rethimktime as

an infantryman with the benefit of hindsighi¥ore importantly, it would allow me to
appreciate better the challenges othemimers of the company faced, their achievements



and the price they paidlhe guys in Charlie Company were special, not because they had
skills or traits that quickly distinguished them franen ofother rifle companies. They
werespecialbeause colleavely they faced a uniquarray of the most difficult

challenges of the war and largely came out standing on their feet. They adapted to each
different environmentielying oneachotheld s  ghaticontritlauted to the successes of
squads, platoons, atige company.

After Viet Nam,nojobs that | heldhad the intensity of my year in Viet Narihe

emotions we experiencédereran the spectim from sheer boredom tdgter terror and

the latter frequentlpf theextremevariety. As Michael P. Kelly, authoof AiWhere we

were in Viet Nand commented:dNothing in my lifetime has ever approached the

intensity of emotion or heights of experience of that whightpd the 11 months | spent

in [Viet Nam].6Mark Hendricksona company member put it slightlifidre n t | hgve A

often compared my experience in Vietnam to eating very hot, spicy food for a long time

and returning to the @worymdkngevanghingvedgye t aki ng
bland.1 t t ook a |l ong ti me t o inkEkhave comgetelyt hat f eel
gotten over that feeling, even today. o

| alsogot used tdhedirectnes®f combat at the patoon level things were simple yet

often terrifying. You settled all arguments with your weapons skitl. Laterl found

thatir e adl waisf emor e compl i cat ed .aNewerthelessdielt i mes m
adaptsomewhatind did not try to solve problems with an1\a.

Anotherreason for the story is to provide a structomenvhichotherscould hangtheir
recollections.Most soldiergemember patrolling, fire fightsucksackstheir buddies,

fire bases, aiassaultsand Eagle Beach but might struggle to lay it out in sequence.
Everyone got a different sized piece of Charlie Company. Some men were wounded in
thar first few monthsand did not return to the field. Most officers spent time in the field
and the remaining time in a staff job. A number of infantrymen spent almost their entire
year in the field which certainly qualified as a big piece of Charlie Compasya

platoon eader, | wasne or two levels up from the infantryman and did not have a full
appreciation of what the company, battalion, brigade, and division levels were
encountering.Most of the time, | did not even know the specifics of what the other
platoons wereloing. Today, cllectively, we have the potential to tell a fuller story of
Charlie Company over this time periobbelievethat afte researching thperiodand
communicating with company membegrrgertainlyhave a better understanding of our
combatoperatons t han | did forty years ago, more r
andmore empathy for the jobs of the higher level commanders.

No doubt, many soldiers have done their best to forget the horrors of combat and find it
unpleasanto resurect old memories. | fully respect this viewpoint. Nevertheless, many

of us have spouses, former spouses, children and grandchildoemay be curious

about their family meMiegauéverinaavar\Grandpa?i n Vi et
What was it like?As an example, my father served in World War Il and | have a rough

idea of what he did, but we never really talked about it. |1 would have liked to read a story



that followed his unit as they battled to enter Germdgrhaps this story can help others
appreciate the very long year their loved ones spent in Viet Nam.

A last reason and perhaps the most importantastémnpt toexplain how challenging it

was to be an infantry soldier in the f0irborne at thatime. Pilots, artillery men,

tankers, enigeers and others were essential and in maranyinstances, heroic. Yet |
believe day inand day out, only the infantmyan on the ground fully experienced the
intensity and raw emotions of the battlefie@uring the height of the war with 550,000
soldiers in Viet Nam, perhaps no more than ten percent were in the field, in close contact
with the enemy on any given day.believe that describintihe ordeals of the infantry

soldier will helpelicit the respect hdeservaefrom a public that had littlelea ofthe

combat then and public thaprobablyis still uninformedof the dangesand lethality of

the Viet Nambattlefieldat that time and place.

Most professions have their jargon and the US Army is certainly near the top with their
distinctivetemi nol ogy . Il 61 | attempt to explain som
Api nk t ARASKthatthedomi | i t ary person can under st al
admit that | had forgotten some of the terms and had to Google them to refresh my

memory. Also, each page will probably contain military time and grid coordinates.

Military time uses a 24 hour clock so that 3PM is 1500 hrs and 10 PM is 2200 hrs. Most

grid coordinates in the story locate a point to the nearest hundred meters on the military
tacticalmap (scale 1:50,000). For example, YC 313951 gives a location in grid zone
designator AYCO and 300 meters East and 100
(EastWest) line and the 95 (NorBouth) line. It is not necessary to refer to a map to

follow the story.



Introduction

The 10%' Airborne Division served in Viet Nam from 19 Nov 1967 to 10 Mar 1972. The
division found itself in some of the most difficult areas in Viet Nam and had the second
highest casualty rate, next to thé"2Bfantry Division. The period MayL969 to mid

1970 was one of the most intense for the®101

Killed in Action (KIA) numbersas a measure of combat intensity were fairly evenly
distributed among thefle companiesn the £'Battalion 50&' Infantry. From May 1
1969 to July 31, 1970, KI Adbs wer e:

Unit KIA

Alpha Company 43
Bravo Company 27
Charlie Company 36
Delta Company 37
Echo Company 3
HHC 11
Total 157

CharlieCompany also had many men wounded9691970. Some of the wounded

men had tramnatic injuries includinghe loss of limbs. For manforty year old battle

wounds limit their physical activities today and are a constant reminder of the price they

paid in combat.The ratio of wounded to killed is a bit greater than 4:1. Militargms

on wounded personnel are much | ess precise t
medical system quickly evacuated wounded men to distant hospitals, Japan, or back to

the US. Morning reports and unit rosters are generally not available foetiad and

would not have provided much detail on those wounded. Even purple heart records are
somewhat hit or miss and not as centralized as other service awards.

Charlie Company Wounded in Action (WIA) \

Hostile Fire | 115
Injuries, sickness, friendlfre | 44
Just being in the field without enemy contac

field strength due to heat exhaustion, malaria, severe infections, and injuries. A rough
estimate would be that the company would lose a man each dag tf these causes
although the person wouigsuallyreturn to the company afteredical treatment.



Field sickness and injuries were one categdiynmediate debilitation. Another
category that presented itself at the time as well as later was th@logychl injury
category.

Today we recognize post traumatitess disordefPTSD)and note the psychological

cost of intense combé&ing after the battles are over. It would be impossible to measure
the PTSD impact on théive hundred plus men of ChagliCompanyfthat is the total of

men who passed through and served from 1969 to 1Rit®) might besafe to sayhat

all were impacted to some degreeaonther. Some disorders showed up in Viet Nam

and some after returning to the U&s an examplef the formeron April 15, 1970,

firecon platoon requestsmedevac for mawith severe mental strain who was a danger

to himself and others outinthe fiekd. Conver sati ons with a smal/l
served in Charlie Company indicate that there areod gamber of men who have

required medical treatment for PTSD and others who have symptoms but have adjusted
in their own wayto deal with the problem.

A comparison ofhe time perioden each side of this stosphows thaC Company lost
four KIA from Aug 70 to July 71(the war was winding down at this time and
Vietnamization or pacification was the main effothle entirebattalion lost only 15
during that succeeding yedduring the preeding yea(19681969) Charlie Co lost16
KIA from July 68 to Ju 69 and thel/5060overalllost 74 KIA. For the men of Charlie
Company,19631970was a rough time in a series of rough neighborhoods.

Most of thehistoricalinformation presentenh this storyis derived from the battalion

tactical operations center (T3 journals which are maintained at the National Archives

in College Park Maryland. The journals can vary from a few pages ty heanty

pages on a busy ga From time to time, Charliednpany would be placed under the
operational control (OPCON)ohaot her battali on and those bat
record the movements of Charlie Company. Additional information is available from
brigade S3 journajghosefrom supporting units such as air cavalricombat aviation,

and other divisional recordd he reader will notice that parts of the story are very

austere, listing dates and locations and some summary activity while other parts have a
much fuller narrative. A presence or a lacKidt-hand,supporting information is the

primary reason for ik difference. In the best cases, the story employs personal
recollections as well as award citations to add to the journal entries while some dates only
pull from the battalion records.

Like most men in Charlie Company, | wrote letters hémeost to mywife and

infrequently to other family members. | averaged a letter ev8rd&ys. My former

wife was kind enough to keep my letters and | have used them to pin down some dates

and to comment on more mundane matech as weather, terrain, and wildlifWe did

not pay postage and just wrote AFreeo where
Nam was excellentMail came out with resupply helicopters and outgoing mail could be

given to a chopper door gunner who would mail it when he returnée toaise camp.

Many door gunners were former infantry soldiers and had the greatest empathy for the



guys on the ground. Packages were also received but these were normally held until the
company was on a fire baserear installation for a few daygheresmall boxes could be
deliveredand enjoyed.

| worked fortwo company commanders from mid 1969 to mid 1970. We were fortunate
to have two outstandingadersvho had a wealth of combat experience in Viet Nam.

Four battalion commanders covered gaseperiod. Much has been written about the
Army policy of rotating key commanders after no more than six months on the job during
the Viet Nam war (later, the Army realized the errors of its ways and does unit rotations
now). No doubt this policyf frequent rotationscontributed to an increased casualty rate
as tlose battaliomommandersad to learrtheir jobs and became familiar with their

areas of operations.

CPT William Stymiest commanded Charlie Company from approximately January 1969
to June 19691 arrived after CPT Stymiest left Charlie Company so | cannot provide any
first hand information about him.

CPT Regyie Mooreassumed command in Jub®69 and was followed byRT Mark

Smith inlate March1970. Reggie had had a prior Viet Nam tour witle #2d Airborne
Division, was executive officer to HHC, 3d Brigad®1> Airborneand ran a mortar

platoon and rifle platoon in thé'Battalion, 5086. Re ggi eds radio call sig
was feFa@arsno t hat b e dRadmeotkhowrshinat WeskPoiat asche

was in a regiment on the opposite side of the barracks. | always felt that Reggie was a
top notch company commander and always felt secure that he was doing everything
possible to provide support to the rifle platoons. He always kadla on his face and

inspred people to be upbeat orlaast he didne. | happened to be on R&R in Hawaii

when the company was hit hard on FSB Granite. | remember seeing Reggie as | returned
and he was somewhat down after the battle losses. | dvdddone a better job of
consoling and supporting him during that time of stress.

Mar kés nickname was AZippo. o He brought a w
had been in Viet Nam for several yeaBmetimes & carried an AK47 rifle and kepa

small bottle of fine cognac in hiscksackior medicinal purposesHe spoke Vietnamese

and usedJS firepower to maximum advantage against the enemy. He was not always

diplomatici | recall one instanceith Zippowhen the battalion commander flew o t

discuss an upcoming operation. After explaining the plan, the battalion commander

asked Zippo for his thoughts. Zipporepli@dt hat 6 s t he dumbest thing
and proceeded to explain what should be ddviatk wasvery highly regarded byhe

men who served with him.

Most of the enlisted men going to Vietnam we
California. There they turneditheirstateside clothing issue and were given four or five

sets of jungle fatiguesThey kept this issue with theuntil they arrived at their final

assignment in RVNThere, the men turned those uniformgo the company supply and

were issued clean clothes at eaclupply in the field.



Welcome to Viet Nam.

In July, 1969, all 101 soldiers flew intoTan $n Nhut AirbasaearSaigon | believewe
flew into this air base on contract planes that were essentially civiliareest Mike

Aird recalls flying on a Saturn Airlines D8 that lost an engine and had to be diverted
into the Philippines; the flighdttendants were somewhat matronly compared to what was
the norm in the civilian industryBuzz Buzzell remembers his arrival date as it was the
same date Ho Chi Minh died, Sep 2, 196@n Son Nhutvas asafearea although the

VC may have rocketed therdiase from time to time to annoy the US forcEsom there
we went to a nearby base calein Hoa where the 101had its initial training school,
AP Sohool A(ScEMING Eagle Replacement Training Scholodter, this
school moved north todnp Evans, the 3d Brigade base campe training wadasic
butgood. | remember thate were issued-14's for trainingat Ft Benning, so Viet

Nam was the first plac&herel had an M16 and learned to take it apart and clean it.
You can believe thatpaid close attention in that clasé/e even went on a patrol or two.
P school received a rocket attack one dayeusilyone was encouraged to tarthe
bunkers. | remember seeing the smoke from the rocket impact.

The initial training was for all 101soldiers so that mosf the merthat you trained with
would go to other battalions.rémembepeoples' faces fairly well and do recall that on
my way out a year later, | recognized sevarahfrom ourintroductorytraining. | noted
that most of théaby faces of 18 and 19 year old PFC's had shifitechaticallyto those
of battletestedveterans andealizedthat they would never fully regain their youthful
innocence.

After P School, we flew up north to our units. The 1/5B&d its rear base at@p

Evans, very near the coast and just north of the city of Hue. Probably after a day or so
picking up arucksackand weapon, the soldier was on a log bird (logistics helicopter) to
the field to join the companySoldiers spent most of their year tonrthe field with only
brief training periods at Camp Evans or a break at Eagle Beach.

The Army in Viet Nam used a process of individual replacements rather than unit
replacements as employed today. In thiel fi€harlie company strengttaried from a

low of 45 mento a high of105 during the period. As men were killed or wounded,
individuals wouldcome in as replacememenever the situation alloweduring the
period of this storyl have documented the nameswér D0 men that had served in the
unit. The company was broken down into platoons. The journal inditaethe

company hadour platoons until November 1969 and then only mention is made of three
platoons. | recall only 13 men in my platoon around August 1969 and never got higher
thanabout 30 Perhaps the three platoon structure made more sense and allowed the
larger sizeplatoon to break into twimdependentinits. Toward the end of my tour, the

9th InfantryDivision and others werkeaving VNand sldiers recently assigned todse
divisions were then reassignedmnéantry divisionsremaining in country We got several
from the 9th and they were not too happy as the reputation for the 101's fighting in the A
Shau Valleywas notwhat they were looking for.



Where were theld-linenonc o mmi ssi oned oAtftiBensings ( NCOG6s) ?
lieutenants were told not to worry if we were not confident about some tactical procedure

- that our old Army, senior NCO platoon sergeant would be there to make things work.

Upon arriving in my platoori,met my "platoon sergeant," a very good PFC who had

been in country about®0 months. | almost neveawa senior NCO in the field. They

were all in rear areas running clubs, PX's, etc. In fairness to them, they may have spent a
tour in the woods presusly and decided that a rear job was preferable if they had to

return for a second or third tour.cannotfault their logic There were exceptions and

SFC Frank Forondand SSG James Lockett were f\gerving in the field during some of

the heaviestifhting.

The Army figured out ways to solve the NCO problem. One avenue allowed an

outstanding soldier to advance to the rank of sergeant or even staff sergeant during his

one year tour and several did. We also got men who graduated from the NCCQaschool
Benning and these were known as fishake and D
good, especially with technical knowledge of mines and explosives.

We wore jungle fatigues which were made of a light weight and quick drying fabric

ideal forthemosyy hot and humid cli mate. Some men c:
was nice to have when on a mountain top and
Another optional item was a rain jacket which was better suited to stationary positions as

walking with one would cause sweating the inside of the jacket and making the wearer as

wet as if he were exposed teetrain. Mostly, we were watlmouflaged although we

did not mark up our faces with camouflage stick routinely. The smaller recon teams may

have mad use of face and hands camouflpgat We wore the nccamouflaged

version of the 108l Airborne Division patch which was bright white and yellow. This

must have been a macho, #Ain your faceo | ook

You want it, you carryt. The infantry soldier had two levels of géafighting gear and

the rucksack We carried load bearing equipment (LBE) that was essentially a belt and
harness to hang items such as grenades, canteens, canteen covers (filled with grenades),
etc. We ao had bandoleers of {6 ammunition strung on top of the LBEMachine
gunnersnormally had two Rambo belts of ammo across their ¢eeste advised that

this was not a good way to carry aminbetter to keep it clean by leaving in the ammo
can). This was the fighting gear if you made enemy conta@h top of this, we carried
rucksackswith food, water, ammunition, IV bottles, claymores, gas masks, etc. The
rucksacksould be in the range of 5D pounds. Generally after a full resupply before
going ona new mission, the only way to get up withuaksackwas to back into it on the
ground and then have someone pull you to yourvilde swearing a bitEach soldier
carried all of his food and water for a week or so in addition to the fighting gédizr.
climbing 1,000 meter hills all day, most of us were fully whippgavening One

soldier commented that "there is sich thing as a mean mother k&r under a

rucksack" I fully understood his meaning. Someone might be aasadstanding on a
street corner but not after dealing withuecksackall daylong.



When we moved as a company with one platoon following another, you migtihbear

lead platoon in a firefight, beirggveral hundred meters behihéelement in contact

We might drop theumbersomeucksacksat that point and maneuver with the LBE.

Another angle on the heavy load was how physidatiyg you were at the end of the day

and ready for a good nightodos sl eep. This di
lower than 50% so Ilifahe people had to be awata@ parts of thenight. Solders got to

sleep in two hour intervals. It was a rough grind.

| remember one instance where we were climbing a very steep hill in an area where the
peaks were in the 960,000 meter range. Abme points, we would need to pull

ourselves up by grabbing smaller tree trunks for a hand linldng a climh | heard a
thud, and then a Awham, wham, wham. o The ma
rolled over and overacceleratinglown the hilland stopping at a spatout 100 feet

below. Fortunately he was OK that instancalthough the journal reports several

similar fallsover the year that required medical evacuation. | also recall a personal
instance where my platoon was crossing a srvat on smooth river rocks. | lost my
footing and pitched forward with my rucksack pinning me on the rocks so that | was not
able to move for several minutekalmost felt silly since | literally couldot move and

was glad there was enemy aboutMost of the weight was on one fingernail that

swelled up causing great temporary pain. Yousmthat the heavy rucksaokade a

lasting impression ome.

Theenemywascommonly referred to as gooks, dinks, or expletiviedidn't care for

disparaginghie enemyor practical reasaias opposed to trying to be politically correct.

My thinking was that you wanted t@ve a mindset thallowedyou tofully respect the

enemyo6s c &aliagktherh gobks might cause soldiers to look down on the

enemyand not be as aleand careful as they should b¥ou also wanted to follow the

rules of war and treat them with the respect that you would expect from them if a US
soldier was captured. Mosto| di er s had a grudging respect f
work and fighti they dug some of the best bunkarsl fought with minimum

ammunition and were always short on food.

Medical care in Viet Nam was excellerdnce you got on the helicopteEvery effort

was made to evacuate the wounded expeditioddBdevac choppers would be esienl

by attack helicopters should they receive enemy fire as they did on many occasions. The
main issusto the infantry forcesverebeing socked ilue to weathewhen the

helicopters could not flgr beingin such heavy contathat the birds could not safely

land or hover. Almost always, the medevac pilots gave little concern for their own safety
when it was necessary to extract wounded soldiEng levels of evacuation may have

been in order of seriousness of iyju C Company, 326th Medical Battalicat Camp

Evans; 85th Eva@tionHospital in Phu Bai (YD879146); 22d Surgical Hospital in Phu

Bai (YD 885149) sometimes 18Surgical Hospital in Quang Trihe shig USS

Sanctuary, USS Repose, or oth@ssigned to the SeviinFleet, 11l MAF in the waters

off of the coast near | Corps believe the medical people on the helicopter would assess
the nature of the injury and take the wounded to the level where the best care was



available. They also knew which hospitals wergeoloaded so they could better
distribute the patient load.

Sometimes convalescing-gountry was a pleasant interlude from the field. Richard

Hahn recalls that he and Doc Jofg®bably Michael Jones and not Fred Jones; some

confusion since both wereadics]were sent to a hospital near Saigon to recover from
shrapnel wounds suffered on August 6, 1969.
ti me. o

Sounds of battleAfter a short while, most people dduistinguish the difference

betweeran AK rifle shot and an M16If a platoon was following another at a distance of

a few hundred meters and shots rang out, you could tell whether it asl 6|l AK-47, or

amx.ln rare cases, the NVA used captured M16080
the figh.

Our own little world. We operated as teams, platoons, and companies. In most of our
terrain the farthest a person could see might be 30 meters. If the company was moving in
a column of platoons, any one platoon could be several hundred meterbédrimad

platoon. You knew they were up there but you definitely could not see them. If the lead
platoon made contact, you would hear it, dnogksacks, and wait for orders as the
adrenalin started to move through your systémthe field, if you weren one platoon,

you had infrequent contact with other platooieday, | do not have a clear recollection

of most ofthe other platoon leaders when | was in the field. My main interest was my
platoon and anyone very close’ibto some degree, the restthé company was not

relevant. On afire support baseHSB), there was a better opportunity to meet the rest of
the company.

A typical day found Charlie Company in the field with-80 men on the ground,
organized into three or four platoons and a comiaid (command post). Perhaps a
dozen more men were in the rear at Camp Evans prowsdipgprt to the forward
elements or recovering from injuries or wound#ie first sergeant at Evans managed the
personnel and supply support that was essential to¢hamthe field. There were

always a handful going to or coming from an R&R break.

In the field, platoons operated separate from one another and the company CP attached

itself to one of the platoons. Platoons planned their movements for the day gnédssi

point duty to one of the squads. Platoon leaders were focused on navigation and being
prepared to employ fire support as needede company CP received orders from the

battalion tactical operations center, planned resupplies, and fire supportdaohy fire

bases. The company commander had to react to injured and wounded men and

coordinate their evacuation. He spoke with the first sergeant about the timing of bringing

new men to the field and how to handle serious personal problems such tksia thesa

family which might require an emergency leave. The company commander probably

all owed his RTO6s to handle routine calls f
the daily movement and fighti ngfdistradiens had t o
from higher headquarters.

r
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During 1969 to 1971, the 18Airborne Division operated in the northern part of South
Viet Nam. We were not far from the DMZ and rear base areas were closer to the coast
while the heavier fighting was done iretmountains west of the base aredsre are

some approximate mileageskilometers (one km = .621 mile®) different areas of
operation mentioned in the starn®CampEvars to:

Huel 26kmsouth

DaNangi 113km south
Saigoni 630 kmsouth

DMZ -80 kmnorth

Dong Ap Biai 40 km southwest
FB Granitei 26 kmsouthwest
Mai Loci 65 kmnorth

Hanoi- 355km north

Also, Quang Tri is 24 km east and Khe San is 26 km SW of Mai Loc

Chapter 17 Operation Massachusetts Striker, Apache Snow, and
Montgomery Rendezvows (May 1, 1969 to July 14, 1969).

During this periodnine US were killed and 28ounded. Known enemy killed8.

The NVA started moving troops into the A Shaalley arean 1964 and developed a
logistics base in and around the valley. The US coedteith several Special Forces
camps A Loui in the northern valleyTa Bat in the central valley near an abandoned
French air stripand a camjn an abandoned Pacoh village in the south, A Shau. The
distance from A Loui td'a Batis about24 km and fom Ta Bat to A Shais about 18 km
i the valley runs about 42 km NW to SE.

In 1965, the NVA began to encircle the SF camps. Sdwgh Vietnamese Army

(ARVN) fled at the end of 1965 abandoning A Loui and Ta Bat. In March 1966, the
NVA attacked the A Shacamp, killing hundreds of Southéfthamese and several green
beret soldiers The NVA then ruled the A Shau Valley from 1966 to 1968.

The T CavalryDivision assaulted the A Shau in April 1968attempt to regain control

They opened thairstrip @ ALouiandG1306s began | anding April 2
lost numerous choppers in their initial assault. They captured trucks, 37mm guns, and

stockpiles of ammunition. When rain washed out the airstrip, the Cav was unable to stay

and pulled out in Mg, 1968.

In August, 1968, the 161Airborne Divisiongoes into the AShaufor the first timewith

the 2/327 Inf, losing six attack helicopters, a LOH, and one phantom jet. They killed a
few NVA but the operation was generally unsuccessfufalln1968, the 10% started
construction of a roafRoute 547from Camp Eagle to the A Shau. At the end of 1968,
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the road was through to a point, seven miles from the valley but could not continue until
the US controlled the valley.

In Feb, 1969, the Marinedtacked in the Da Trong Valley 40 km northwest of the A
Shau and captured 73 AA guns, 16, 122mm guns
ammunition.

In March 1969, the 2d brigadd the 10%' goes in near the southernShau and opens

FSB Whip (29 knSE of Hill 937). The 1/502d Inf opens Veghel (22 km E of Hill 937)

and fights a battle at Dong A Tay fAdaBl oody Ri
The 2/327 Inf captures 20 trucks and two bulldozers. The 1/502d Inf near FSB Lash (51

km SE of Hil 937) captures a large cache consisting of trucks and rifles.

From April to May 1969, the 3/5Cawalry (a mechanized unit with tanks and armored
personnel carriers$ given the mission of clearing Route Hériginatingat Camp
Eagle)and pushing it ito the valley. This is in support of an upcoming major assault
into the A Shau valley area.

12



On May 1, 1969, Charlie Companyds missi
#547 which probably included mine sweeping, road grading, and clearasjitkas.
Bravo and Charlie companies were situated on or near Firebase Blane. elements of
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the battalion may have gone to Cocoa Beach which may have been in the vicinity of Cam
Rahn Bay. Eagle Beach opens May 1, 1989is was a relatively easyission with
little enemy contact.

May 2, 1969.Line # 121evacuated as a heat casudlBor security reasons, men
assigned to rifle companies were assigned numbers with higher numbers going to the

more senior ranki ng me nradiocoohsunicagonscowd Al i ne nu
report that line #57 had been wounded without mentioning his name. Unfortunately, we
do not have the | ine number |l ists today to t

n u mb eThed)s at 493033.
May 3, 1969.The canp a n yissisn isno secure FSB Blaze and to conduct local RIF's.

May 4, 1969.The battalion is at FB's Cannon, Bastogne, and Arrow in addition to Blaze.
This disposition corresponds to Route 547 and extends about 25 km in |Sogtle.
discoveries imly that the NVA used route F4in their 1968 Tet offensive whereety
employed heavy equipment includitrgcks and towed artillery pieces.

May 5, 1969. The battalion CP is at FB Cannon. Charlie Company had four men
woundedwhen a warrant officesiccidentally dischargd an M-79 grenaddauncher in the
Engineer mess hallines 9, 114, 113, and 61 are wounded.

May 6, 1969. The brigad&3is looking for battalion size staging areas between Blaze
and Cannon(Clearly this is for the upcoming operationtire A Shau valley.

May 7, 1969.Four battalion staging areas for upcoming operadi@fiound: at grid
coordinate$24024, 515029, 528024, and 51803ll very close to FB Blaze.

May 89, 1969. CharlieCompany is irts staging area near Blaze.elta Company is

securing FBCurrahee as 105mm and 155mm artillsrisrought in. Artillery support for

the A Shau operation came from Firebases: Bradley, Airborne, Currahee, Berchtesgaden,
and Cannon.

May 10, 1969.0Operation Apache Snow begins0730, te combat assault begins with

A, B, and C companies being inserted into the area of operations. D coimpaoyring

FSB Curraheand recon platoon is supporting 3d brigade headquarters at FB
BerchtesgadenCharlie landed on LZ Red following Bravo compaand preceding

Alpha company. Charlie had operational control of the battalion 81lmm mortars and
provided security for the battalion CP. Charlie moves into its night defensive position by
2030 at 312949.

B Company kills one NVA officeat 312937 and caires an ammunitiobunker at

321929 f{inding several weapons and ammunition rounds).s Thiabout 5 km south of
Dong ApBia (Hamburger Hill)
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Charlie mpanyocatins May 200 , 1969. D ng H B is AHambur

May 11, 1969.C h a r | i ierdirstheAM is 3 7950. Bravo company finds 1,200
pounds of rice and 40 pounds of TNT. Alpha company finds a cable across the river
probably used to sling supplies across.

Telephone lines are found in the area. Normally telephone lines indicatdaigs a

NVA force has set up defenses in the area and can be expected to defend their positions
to the fullest extent of their abilityt 300 hrs, C Co is at 310951. 14f#6m the journal,

Charlie Company medevacs li#67- an old tree falls on him proding) head contusions
(about this time, CPT Stymiest and Jimmy Thorp are injured when a large tree branch
falls on them. Stymiest had a large scalp wound and was medevac'd and out for a day or
two. Not sure what the circumstances were causing the tra)to f
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Bravo company on Hill 996 finds a ladder going up a tree. This must have been a tactic
used by the NV/Asnipersin this area as the 3/18nfantryencountered numerous
snipers high in trees near Hill 937.

At 1600, CCo is at 312929. 16:30, thattalionS3 (MAJ Dale Burroughs) artds pilot

are wounded while flying in a LOH. At 1715, C Co receives mortar fire from the west,
vicinity 280930. The NVA mortars are about two km inside Laos and about six km from
Charlie Company.The mortar attack &ed about one hour and 15 minutésnong the
wounded are Robert Love, David Canter, Richard Mooney, and Levering Rector.
Levering Rector and Allan Klatt are cited for administering first aid and dragging the
wounded to safety, despite the danger to Sewes. 22 men are medevadd-B

Currahee and sonageevacuatedurther- mostcasualties arfom the mortar platoan
Wounded from C Company: lines 10, 78, 111, 87, PIO, and interpii@unded from

E Company: 8, 13, 30, 35, 41, 43, 61, 84, 859491 96, 104, 106, 10and 114

A description of the mortar attack from Dave Cant@Fhe events of the early part of the

day (May 11, 1969) are cloudy and unclear (mostly due to the 40 years since), but the
events of that evening are crystal cleamy mind. | believe | was the acting platoon
leaderof the 1st PlatoonMy job kept changing because | was a6 Bnd | was either
theplatoon leader or platoon sergeanittidg most of my stay in countryl remember

helping my RO and anotheman digour foxhole as we began to settle in for the

evening. | had notbeen briefed on the operatiomslers for the next day, but can

remember the mortars being set up in the middle of our perimeter and a lot of work being
done to provide ahZ for helicopterdo come in the next day.

As | was watching my men dig and cut fields of firel heard the company commander
call in artillery to a hilltop in front of me. The first rounds hit off to the right and he was
making adjustments to the top of the hill whdreard explosions off to my lefit

sounded as if they were about 200 or 300 yardslouas familiar with the sound of
mortars and knew that the enemy was firing atlusld everybody to get down and

yelled "inrcoming” but was totally ignored bacse of all the activity and noise around

the hill at that moment. The first few rounds landed right out in front of my position,
about 100 yards in front of our perimeter, but still nobody took notldeeard the

mortars once again, but this time thesere many roundfred in successioro | stood

up to get my men to take ncgiand get into their foxhole©Oneof the first roundso hit

the hill landed about five or sieet behind me and | was blown forward and unconscious
fora f ew mo me tidlwhatdappened dunng that time periddy field gear

which was beside me was badly damaged and a hammock | had set up between two trees
near us had big holes blown in it.

| never took an actual count, but it seemed like over 100 rounds of tzaime in

over the next 30 to 40 minutes. MYR quickly called the medic and he came to me in

the midst of all that fire and administered what fa&t he could.The medic went from
position to position with total disregard for his own safety angdtemany of us who

were wounded. | dondt k n platoomnedid shold lraven a me
earned an award for valtrat day.
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During one short break in the attack | was told to get up to the top of the hill to await
extraction by chopper fanedical care. | had abou®5 or 30 pieces of shrapnel in my

right arm and my back and needed to get out of the flalkent to the top of the hill and
began to look for a place to wait when the attack started again aadv&no hole to

hide in. | lay on the hill as close as | could to a fallen tree (only about 8" in diameter)
trying anything | could to stay alive. | was only 30 feet from our mortar position and
witnessed thie attempting to provide return fire tammock out the enemy mortarghe

men with the mortars were not familiar to me, but | watched as they stood their ground in
the midst of an almost constant barrage and returned fire, one mortar after another in the
diredion of the sound of the enem¥hey fired so many rounds that thaske plates of

the mortars were sunk into the dirt almost half the height of the tubes. While | watched,
one of the mortar men was loading a round into the tube and an enemy mortar round
landed between him and me (about fifteen feet from each of us, anokhe small piece

of shrapnel directly between his eyd$e was knocked backwards and immediately got
back up and continued to return fire in the direction of the enemy.

Finally, after what seemed an eternity, the attack began to slow down and medical
evacuation choppsibegan to land on the small k& had cut at the top of the hill.
wasndét one of the more seriously wounded
probably on the third or fourth choppmut andwe had at least one body bagftwus and
some other badly wounded men with us as wietbm therewe were all transported to
what appeared to be aA%H unit several miles from our urperhaps at Currahee]
There were so many of us that came in at the same time that they assigneata to
work on me. He gave me a few shot$Nafvocainin various parts of my body and began
to try to remove as much of the shrapnel and other foreign matter as helosakisent
to several hospitals over the next two months, but was allowetuto te my unit in an
attempt to pick up my personal belongings before fvalcuatiorto a hospital in Japan,
and then home.

Some of the wounded are listed on purple heard orders. Joseph Thompson of Charlie
Company went to 85Evacuation Hospital. Th10F purple heart orders include David
Canter and Richard Mooney of Charlie Company; Dale Burroughs (battalion operations
officer) of headquarters company; and, James Retzer, James Witte, Richard Callahan,
Donald Dennehy, Charles Solomon, and Stanldgn€eof E Company (most likely

mortar men).

May 12, 1969.At 1145the company ist 315935. 1313he companynedevasthree

men for hepatitis, hernia, and high fever. Line #'s not clear: 128, 120 and 17? And 2?
1700location is317942. The 81mm mdar platoon may have been extracted this date.

It appears that having the mortars in the field was not successful and that Charlie
Company is tied down with the mortars and the battalion CP, not allowing the battalion to
fully deploy Charlie Company asr#le company. There may have been reasons for the
battalion CP and mortars to move on the ground but generally mortars needed to be in a
secure area where they can be easily resupplied and the battalion CP was a good size
group that made a lot of noisedarequired protection.
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May 13, 1969. 1120, the compafinds two old French rifles and some crosscut saws.
At 1234, 3/1 ARVN find a major cachdrussian trucks, crew served weapons and
individual weapons about 10 km NW of HamburgAt.1250, sigadeheadquarters
instructs 1/506 to reinforce 3/187. This is about the time that %$Ab8antry meets

major resistace and begins to suffer numerous casualties.

May 14, 1969. Charlie Compastill hasthemission of securing the battalion CP.
Apparently,Charlie is the trail company in the battalion formation. (There were very few
times in the war when an entire battalion was deployed together but the Dong Ap Bia
operation was one of the largardertaken against the NYA1530- Alpha company has

a pont man killed. Charlie times and locaticare notindicating much movement: 1100

1 321952, 1400 321956,and 170Q° 320952.

May 15, 1969. 1100 320959. 1425 B Co receives sniper fire from a tree (similar to
3/187 experience)At 1630 a medevaaicalled for a man with a possible broken back.
The medevac is completed at 1722.

May 16, 1969. 0735A Co has one KIA and seven WIA. 104B Co has one KIA and
eight WIA from vicinity of Hill 916 (about two kilometers SW of Dong Ap Bia). Three
B CoWIA are fromfriendly fire - US artillery. 1606 A Co has two injured by
lightning. This must be the same violent weather experienced by thé"3/&nd
mentioned in thé&damburgeHill book.

May 17, 1969. 1010A Co is in contact a828968 anduffers one KIA and one WIA.
1630- B Cois in afight with one KIA and seven WIA. 1905C Company at 317961
reports enemy .51 cal fire. Chartompany is clearing bunkers sooftHill 800 (about
1.5 kilometers south of Dong Ap Bia2000- C Companyis at 326964 (vimity Hill
800) with the battalion command posE Co is still securing the battali@P.

May 18, 1969.Alphaand BavoCo receiveRPG andgsmall armsattacksn the morning.
Charlie is aB28968 and movingast of AphaCompany to ssist with the assault of the
hill. This is the first time that Charlie Company gets into the figitarlie had been
following Alpha but swings to the right toward Hill 900 mnathe southeastCPT
Stymiest is backin command. LT lan Shumaker (thirdapdor) attacks on the left and
LT Timothy LeClair (second platodmn the right.first platoonandthe CP follow. 1232
- B Co has 12 WIA.The fighting is getting much more intense for the 1/5b@antry.

The above journal entries do not do justicéh®intensity of combat experienced by the
rifle companies of the 1/58@nfantry. | had very limited first hand recollections of this
time period and was forced to rely primarily on the battalion journal entries to report
what transpired. Although théamburger Hillbook focuses on the 3/18Thfantry, it

does cover the Charlie Company fight and gives a more visceral portrayal of the battle.

Around HamburgeHill, all of the NVA bunkers were supging each other anltad an
entranceoffset from the min areaso that you could not toss a grenade straight into the
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main compartmentThe company was provided with TNT cans about the size of a coffee
canand they were fuzedThemenlearned to throw a smolggenadento a bunkeffirst

to blind the NVA andhen follow with the TNT which would explode before the NVA
could find it.

1400- A Co at 327968; B Co at 321974; C Co at 331969. As the grid coordinates
indicate, the companies are getting closer to each.ofl#0- C Co has one WIA and
kills two NVA. A few hours later, Charlie kills two more NVAOther records show two
men from Charlie Compamrewounded this day: Joseph Thompson and Richard
Mooney.

May 19, 1969. C Company found two .51 eachine gunand a 122mm rocket tripod

and documents1220- D Co sends a platoon from FB Currahee to reinforce A Co
AlphaCompany had taken numerous casualties and its field strength may be as low as
40-50 men. 1340 C Co moves to takde leadrom A Co. 1430 C Co links with A

Co at 327974. KphaCompany reported 20 enemy bunkers with two men in eath.

1715 A Co reachethepeak of Hill 937. 1739 A and C companies report 60mm
mortars impacting nearby. A G®at 327974 and B Co at 324974t the end of the day,
Charlie Company reports hiag killed ten NVA. Phillip Stanley recalled about this time
the US fought for a while with gas masks on but the humidity made it difficult to see.
The CSgaswasdeployed from helicopters or artillery.

There may be slight erroesnong the available cerds. Seven men from Charlie are

cited for ationson May 16, 1969, yet the main fight appears to have occurred on the

19". The battalion journal indicates that Charlie has a fairly quiet day on theitt6

more activity on the 1®although thejoural seems to mi ss most of t
summarize the award citations as taking place on tfl@d ¢hat seents be the correct

date. Randall Mee was killed by an RPG while assisting other wounded men nearby.

Paul Skaggs silenced a bunker withranade at great risk to himself. Joseph King killed

an NVA who was aboubtflank and grenade the men nearl®hillip Tierney led his fire

team against the enemy bunkers despite intense fire. Danny Williams also destroyed an

NVA bunker with a grenadeMi ¢ h a e | O6Brien |l ed his squad ag
knocked one out with grenades. John Young w
despite heavy fire on his positidtept up communications with the company CP after his

platoon leder suffered a fatddead wound. Howard Peterson was killed by small arms

while dragging wounded men of his squad to safety.

Although the 1/508 Infantryfighting had not been as heavy as the 3M&7antry, it
hadincreased considerably in intensith Co killed 18 NVA C Co killed 10 NVA; A
Co sufferedwo KIA and 19 WIA. C Co KIA's werdimothy Le Clair, Randall Mee,
and Howard Peterson

May 20, 1969.TheNVA appear to be withdrawing to the southwet508" Infantry
moves to theouthwest to block the eneragcape route. 1/50Balsoplans to clean up
Hills 900 and 916 At 1625the company locations aré Co 328976; B Co 324970; C
Co 327968 1730- C Co has two WIA. 145- C Co links up withrelements of the
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ARVN force At 2015,C Co has two WIA Lines % and 116. B Gkills 5 NVA, has

one KIA and sevellVIA. AlphaCo NDPis at327977 and BavoCo at 326971 Charlie
company men mentioned in award citatioRy Holmes is cited for exposing himself to
enemy fire to cover the extraction of wounded mAas.a fire team leader, John Jackson
moved forward under heavy enemy fire to pull one of his wounded men to safety. Robert
Moore was also cited for moving under enemy fire to save a wounded conviamiet.

this time, Phillip Stank remembers seeing repers and photographers on the hill.

May 21, 1969. 1300A Co and C Co find 27 enemy bodies in bunkers. *ACo
327977; B Co 329967; C Co 327968. 161IDCo is at 3249731620- C Co receives

RPG and small arnfire. As with 3/187' Inf, some ofthe NVA were motivated to die in
defense of Dong Ap Bia and made counterattacks against superior USH82€e.C Co

has 5 WIA: lines 4, 47, 69, 125, anavAo are sent t82nd Surgical HospitalThese are:
William Kearby, Phillip Tierney, Thurman Wigsworth, Robert Stinger, and Jeffrey
Kanouse.LT lan Shumaker may have been line #4. He was cited for leading his platoon
against well defended enemy positions, calling in artillery and directing small arms fire.
As he redeployed his platoon, he washlyi an enemy claymore mine. C Co has three
KIA: William Smith, James Ralph, and Robert Goodn€learly, the battle for the

AHIi 11l 06 continues.

May 22, 1969. Approx 3@0 NVA bodies are found. 150 Co at 327971. 1520

2/501 findsthebody of Jarmes Ralph ofZ Co killed on May 21. 820- C Co recovers
remains of thre®lA from May 20 and 2% probably Timothy Le Clair, Randall Mee,

and Howard Peterson. The fighting must have been very intense as under most
circumstances, every effort would be radd retrieve US bodies as soon as possible.
The 3/18¥ Infantryalso left bodies temporarily due to extremely intense fighting. What
to do would be a judgment call at the time. For the US soldier, it is very important to
know that your body would becovered should you die in combat. At the same time, it
might not make sense to risk other lives to recover lost soldiers who were known to be
dead.

Some assorted memories from Phillip Stanley: In the vicinity of 937, Phillip saw an

NVA base camp withdoches, running water via bamboo pipes and a latrine built like an
outhouse. This was in a saddle short of the peak of Hill Bifllip remembers leaning

up against an NVA bunker thinking that it had been cleared. There was a wounded NVA
inside (who wa later captured?) This was after the main assault ont9&tdescribed

the top of Hill 937 as being like a pile of pick up sticks as a result of the air strikes and
artillery. He remembered a US flag and a Confederate flag flying on the top of
Hamburge Hill.

May 23, 1969. 0640air strikes go in on Hill 916. 1030Charlie companyjocationis
325972 At1415 Charliefinds 5 dead NVA fronthe previous days fighting. 1450
engages bunker and kills one NVA. C Co has four WIA. 1555t 318971,C Co is hit
by ARA and has five WIA (B Co has 3 WIA from ARA). C Co wounded: Lines 76,
123, 1@, and LT Williams (2nd plat leader Thefour line numbers are probably
Thurman Wigglesworth]effreyKanouselarry RogersandRobertStinger. The ARA
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coorination must not have been very good at this time as the"3&htrywasalso
hit by US helicopter gunshifs several occasions.

[

Hamburger Hill in July 1969 shows the complete destruction of the hill

A green ledger bootunofficial) used by thelivision awards section indicates the
following men were wounded about this time: Gary Dolharuide, Philip Tierney, Richard
Hembold, Bobby Jackson, Phillip Robinson, David Hicks, Fred Rinehart, and Henry
Ybarra.

May 24, 1969. 0820B Co findsaweaponsache. 1015C Co findsasmaller cache at
324973 andledroys weapons and ammunition.

May 25, 1969.Seems like a quiet daystaying in the same location all daylost likely
the company was resupplying and reorganizing after suffering signifassdd.

May 26, 1969. 1245C Colocation is329964. The company is beginning its march of
about seven km from the Hamburger Hill area to FB Currahee to the southeast. The
battalionCP muststill be moving with C Co. The battalié@@dr wasawarded thé&ilver
Starat FB Curraheéor action on May20th(the battalion history says LTG Zais, the

corps commander, presented the award for commanding the battalion in the assault of
Dong Ap Bia). 1514 Company finds bicycle tracks on traprobably used tonove
suppliesand finds high tension wires with insulators727- At 337963the company

finds abunker complexvith minor amounts of enemy ammunition
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~ This map shows the route of Charlie Company from Hamburger to FB Currahee

May 27, 1969.1545- C Co finds a 25x25 corn fieldThe company NDP was at 348961.
The next day theit445 loc is 348961 and NDP is 355964.

May 29, 1969. 0930Finds old bunkers at 356966. 122Pc at 361973.0n the 28,
AlphaCo had switched with D Co on providingcseity for FB Currahee. Most likely,
AlphaCompany suffered the most in the recent fighting and could better reorganize at
Currahee.A conservative estimate would be thatSW% of the 1/508 Infantry rifle
companies were comprised of new replacemeittsmtwo weeks of the Hamburger Hill
battles.

May 30, 1969.Most operationgsrehalted due to Buddha's birthda@harlie NDP is

369966. Commentary: such observations may have made sense to the other brigade of
the 10£' Airborne that was primarily Wolved with pacification efforts along the coastal
region. Charlie Company members probably cared little for Buddha but no doubt, were
happy to take a day off from the fighting.

May 31, 1969.Nothing significanis repored in Charlie Company. Deltathaome
contacts with five men wounded. NDP is 379962.

June 12, 1969. Charlie isin the Ashau \alley floor areasoutheast of the recent fighting
in the hills 0945/ 384962; 1245 391957. A newly arrived soldier remembers how
thin and ragged the cqgrany looked after the Hamburger fighting had taken its fidtle
company arrives at Currahee at 0830 on June 2 and stands down with showers, clean
clothes, equipment repair teams, and ice cream.
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June 3, 1969In the AM, first platoonhad been at 3699&®dsecond platooat 399965.
Main mission was securing Currahee.

June 4, 1969The company is at Fire BaSrirrahee.Some local patrolare sent out
third platoonat 396952.

June 5, 1969The companynoves tcEagle Beaclbeginning at 0915 and alfrive by
1020 Thi' s must have been a very welcome respit

June 6, 1969. The company returns from Eagle Beach midRfe®.Terry Moyer has
accidentdly shothimselfin the oot and is medevac'd.

June 78, 1969. The copany is &Currahed s ome | oc al RI FAbs are cond
midnight on June 8, Apache Snow terminates.

June 9, 1969. The companydevasone man for severe chest pain. 10Qurrahee
received four 122mm rockets At 1115, Charlie combat assaults tolahat 414033.

This is on the eastern side of the A Shau Valley near FB Eagles Nest where the hills
quickly rise to over 800 meters elevation. Charlie Company will spend the next nine
days in this areaPhillip Stanley remembers going in to an eleptyrass LZ about this
time where the grass caught fire and some ammo that had been kickéd telicopter
caugh fire and exploded. C Co evacualieg 91 for heaexhaustion

June 10, 1969. 0900402040; 1300 396043.

June 11, 1969. 0845t 32043 withthird platoonat 389046. 1045company
completes a one ship LZ. 141E&P andirst platoonat 386048.

June 12, 1969. 0955A Chicom grenade booby trap is trippedo casualties. 1125
found bunkers and hooches six months old. :3fiship working for Charlie spots 10
NVA at 400063 and Kills one. 143@& medic withthird platoonJast name starts with
"F" is accidentally shot in the thigh; line #155 is evacuated due to heat. Company is
constructing some LZ's.

June 13, 1969. The waairstrip in the valley is completed by the 326th Engineers.
Caribou aircraft start landing. Route 547 cuts into the A Shau this day.- 6€66nd
platoon,fourth platoonCP at 394057. 1640wo menaremedevac'd one for heat
exhaustion (line #1%) and one for fractured knee cap (E Co mortar FO). 1A35
402064 gunships covering a medevac see three NVA and engage.

23



June 14, 1969. B Co on Berchtesgaden difegainst a sapper attack, killing 60. No
friendly KIA"Ss. This was one instance where
surprise. (A Aimad minuted is a designated t
100% and all personnel fire their weapam likely enemy attack routes). 062@rst

platoonremains at 399057 to ambush @hedcompany moves out. 0653t 401060

findsarecent camp fire and trail winanimal trapocated by scout dog. 1145

receives SA fire from acrossgulley. Line #76 Jerry Austinjs shot in the leg and

me d e v a c"BEdacuaton Hospital.

June 15, 1969. 0933110072 findsablack shirt hanging out to dry. 1308econd

platoonis at 405067. 1400medevacs line #16 for high fever and # 143 for heat
exhaustion. A combination of high temperatures and steep terrain made movement by
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foot very difficult as seen by the evacuations for heat exioeusi600- At LZ, 407066
found garden plot with corn, tomatoes, squash, watermelon and some bunkers.

June 16, 969. 0900 At 411069the companyinds atrail with steps cut, logs, and

bamboo hand rail. No recent use. 12302070 medevacs line # 79 for heat exhaustion.
2224- OP hears movement and tosses two grenades; receives one RPG round. Negative
casualies.

June 17, 1969. 0850At 412070 and looking for an LZ. 112%irst platoonis seting

up radio relay at 413069. Theyuind a tame pig with V€E€ommunicationsvire used as a
harness. Theyied to catch the pig but could nditeyshot the piggothe VC could not
use it for food 1345- Finds hooches and bunkers at 415071 and one old rifle. -THB0
Currahee gets rockets and mortars from 398933. ii#ttefe isone heat medevac from
4100609.

June 18, 1969. 0910At 406067 the companyeceves small arms fire; Peter Blazonis,

line #82 is shot in the chest. He wa@saning up by a stream when he was shot; was
medevac'd to 228urgical Hospitaat 1015 but must have died in the hospifethis was

still in the vicinity of FB Eagles Nestl445 - LZ Currahee. 1530Currahee receives a

few rockets and mortar rounds; Derek Montey is injured in groin by piece of bamboo and
is medevac'd. 1640Currahee receives a few more mortar rouridse company would
spend the next four days patrollingthin a few kilometers of FB Currahee.

June 19, 1969. 1545At 398945/ Company conducts RIF in the vicinity of Firebase
Currahee. 1825Reports butterfly mine 39793%ne exploded and wounded line # 156
Loren Klenewith shrapnel in lower backButterfly mines were small, antiersonnel

mines that would be dropped in mass by air to blanket an area where enemy were known
to traverse. It is not clear how long these mines had been in the area but with hindsight, it
did not make sense to deploy theman area frequented by US forces.

June 20, 1969. 3/5th Cav and elements from 9th ID and 1st Cav enter the A Shau (Ta Bat
air strip) from route 547 having started at Blaze and Cannon. i0ffiEscompany is at

399945. At 0820, the company commandeqeststhat a medical officecheck five

men who need to go to the rear for treatmekit1000, the company combat assaults to a
cold LZ at 391930 (suspected mortar position a few days earlier). -1A¥4595930.

1545- first platoonat 393929third plabonat 395929second platooand CP at 393930.

1745- At 393930, finds old 75mm rounds and has a four shiplLZppears that the east

side of the Ashau Valley did not have the recent enemy activitiy as did the west side
which was closer to the Laosngduaries. The west side may have housed NVA forces

while the east may have been more VC.

June 21, 1969. 080dirst platoonat 392928third platoonat 399930. 0905found two
recent mortar positions at 398930. 1145 andirst platoonat 388929second platoon
at 388929third platoonat 390930. 1523third platoonat 403927. 1805first platoon
at 395930 finds two bunkers and 60mm mortar fuses two weeks old.- iB88 mortar
FO bunker at 396932.
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June 22, 1969. 3/3 ARVIS atthenew Ta Bat airfield. 1245 At 402931. 1535
second platooat 401927 to construeinLZ.

Charlie Company locations June-20, 1969 south of FB Currahee

June 23, 1969From0752 to 0837the company moves by airan LZat 322917 (suth

side of Rao La River, 2 km from Laoand seven km WSW of FB Currahed&he hills

rise steeply from the river and reach elevations of8@D meters almost immediately.
Charlie Company will work this area for the next five da¥$10- the companyinds

many fresh tils at 322917. 131-first platoonat 320920 finds one very new trail three
feet wide. 1540 medevacs line #91 for heat at 3299]Bmploying helicopters for

medical or resupply purposes had the disadvantage of telling the local enemy forces that
USforces were nearby, losing the benefit of surprise and allowing the enemy to take the
initiative if they so chose.]L745- first platoonand CPwereat 325916second platooat
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321918;third platoonat 324917. 1800first platoonengages enemy at 32501In the

fight, LT Joseph Kenney, first platoon leader was toward the front of his platoon,
directing fire against the enemy. LT Kenney was hisimall armdire and his RTO,

James Bishop, aggressively returned fire on the enemy in order to allolattiengo aid

LT Kenney. Bishop received a head wound and went down. SGT Steven Clegg, squad
leader, moved his men forward against the enemy and killed one NVA soldier. Both LT
Kenney and James Bishop died of their wouriBishop was with the Kansastianal

guard.

Phillip Stanley remembermshenLT Kenneywaskilled. Kenney was first platoon leader

and had been there only a few weeks. SGT Clegg had just alternated point with Stanley.
Clegg called for Kenney to come forward to confer about the wues they

encountered the NVA.

June 24, 1969. 110dirst platoon,second platooand CPareat 325917third platoonis
at 324918. 1700At 326916. 1735 finds hooch and bunker two weeks old.

June 25, 969. ARVN were operating about 2 kdne East of Charlie. 326th Engineers
had an element with Charlie working to construct an LZ.

June 26, 1969. 2/17 Cav spotted a large force of NViic334873; Air Strikesvere

called. 0955 A platoon leader (lie #6?) was wounded in the knee cap and medevac'd.
Charles Clark maglsohave been wounded in this incident. 15P0CA was conducted
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- only covered a few hundred meters to 332911. Pethapshort flight waso test a
new PZ orto deceive the enemy.

June 27, 1969. 095dirst platoonis at 328908.Air strikes go inon bridges

professionally made over smaller streams and perhaps under some canopy at 339875 and
342874nearthe Laos border: the result igartial destruction of bridges. 141Qhe

company inds recent bunkers and hooches at 3359009.

June 2830, 1969. It appears that Charlie Company is providing security for FB
Berchtesgadeand will remain in this area for the next 12 days.

July 1, 1970. 1456medevasline #93 for high tempetare.

July 23, 1969. Copperhead is call sign for Cdr, 1/506th Inf. This corresponds with the
arrival of the new battalion commander, LTC Arnold C. Hayward.

July 49, 1969. Company still has the missmfrsecuring=SB Berchtesgaden.

July 10, 1969. Company LZ on Currahee from Berchtesgaden at 1606. -1820
medevacs SFC Trutt for heart proble@harlie Company will be securing the firebase

for the next 14 days. The only exceptions are three and two days respectively OPCON
missionsby first and secod platoons to 3/5Cavalry.

July 11, 1969. @eman s me d e v a cdcadentatclayenore iajuryd flare

ship, possibly aChinookis standing byon Currahee intelligence suggests an attack was
likely. LTC Arnold Hayward, théattalion @mmanerwaskilled at 313939 his CP
wasattacked byNVA with RPG's;hehada squad from D Co securing him in the
vicinity of Hill 996 (about 5 kilometers-SW of Dong Ap Bia). Bravo and Delta take
numerous KIA and WIA.LTC Honeycutt, commander of the 3/f8nfantry was also
killed about this time. It was unusual for battalion commanders to die in combat and
shortly after this time, they spent most of their time in helicopters or on firebases.

July 12, 1969.The fight continues around Hill 996. Seveaa strikesgo in. The

intensity £ems similar téhe Dong Ap Bia fightin May. Delta Company has 8 KIA.

Mi ke Aird recalls, Al joined my platoon on F
guard at night and details during the day. On the second dmdtdnyr| was sent to the

chopper pad for a detail. Upon arriving, | was told to help unload several body bags of

KI Abs from Delta Co. | felt very uncomfort a
Juy1f"or1"and | think these were them.?d

July 13, 1969. Brigadénstructs 1/506 to hold Hill 996 for five days to construct a three
ship LZ. 2320 C Co observeanNVA squad at 386932 moving toward Currahee.

July 14, 1969.AlphaCompany had been OPCQtside the battalioand Bravo and
Delta hadbeen in major contact.
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July 15, 1969. phaCompany atEagle's Nest YD 406036). r&oCompany atYC
308938; 2ltaCompany- atYC 315942

From July 10 to July 23, 1969 ,ngEBhar |l i e Compa
Currahee. Because thempany haé relatively new company commander and a

number of new replacements, CPT Moore used some of this time to train his company by
patrolling to the west of the firebase. Mi Kk
river nearby and going down to it fobath. After several days on Currahee, the CO, R.

Moore, decided that as there were many replacements in the company, he would take the
company out for a several day training patrol. We walked out of Currahee heading

toward Laos. After walking all momg into the afternoon we were well into the

mountainous terrain west of Currahee. We began encountering numerous well travelled

trails. We began to follow one trail and as the slope up the mountain trail increased, we

found that the NVA had planked stapto the trail and built hand rails for an easier

cl i mb. |l was completely stunned by this vis
youol | never | eave here alive. 0 The A Shau
had built every mountain topidge, and hill into a virtual fortress from which they could

ambush, fight, and when necessary, withdraw to another defensive position from which

they could repeat the process. My impression of being on point, i.e. the point man and

slack man, was thalhese people were expendable, their deaths were acceptable

consequences of finding and engaging the enemy. A very, very good and a very, very

lucky point man may be somewhat successful but it was a real crap shoot. | had spent a

good deal of time explorg and hunting, as a boy, in the forests and wood of northern

Wisconsin. | found this experience quite helpful in Vietnam. After my first patrol, an
experienced sergeant approached me and asked
evident that my huing experiences were obvious, were recognized, and would be

valuable. It also had the effect of moving me up to the point position, a real negative
consequence.

| cannot adequately describe what it was like on this first patrol. | thought | wadyn fai
good physical condition after basic training and infantry training, but | was so very
wrong. The weight of the combat gear and field gear was punisAohg)to this the

terrain (30084000 foot mountains), the heat in the 90+ degree range, and huthatit

could be cut with a knife, and a man hovered near the point of passing out. To lift the
amount of weight we carried was a daunting challenge. | can remember times when it
was impossible to pick up my rucksack and swing into it. | had to lieeogrthund, flip

over onto my stomach next to a tree, and raise my body by pushing myself up on the tree
truck. To walk carrying this weight, a man had to lean forward at an angle that allowed
that weight to help push the body forward. A step allowed gondintain balance

without falling forward. This became much more difficult when climbing or descending
a mountain, ridge, or hill. Keep in mind that you had to maintain absolute awareness of
the surroundings at all times. 0

July 1623, 1969. Most of th company is securing FB Currahee. From Julul320,
first and second platoons take turns working with th& &avi most likely providing
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security to the tanks and armored personnel carrigre.3/%" Cavalry had a fluid

history about this time. ﬂ%inally, the unit was the reconnaissance squadron of'the 9
Infantry Division. As the 91D prepared to leave Viet Nam in summer of 1969, th& 3/5
Cavalrywas attached to tH&" Infantry (mechanized) divisioand then to the 161
Airborne where itvorked Route 547 and the A Shau Valfeym summer 1969 to
January 1970 After the 10T pulled out of A Shau, the 3/8Cavalrywasreassigned to

the §" Infantry (mechanized) division.

In the May to August 1969 time frame, Philfgtanleyremembers aattack helicopter
being kept on Currahee to go after mortars and rocket laundHeralsoremembers
valiant effort to retrieve aW-16 lost in the Rao Lao River near Currahee. officer
broughtout snorkel gear to help locdtee weapon but it was aaccessful. There are
more than a handful of weapons in the bottom of rivers where tfieAllibrne fought.

Chapter 27 Operation Montgomery Rendezvousand Louisiana Lee.
Currahee, Hamburger, Close Currahee (July 15, 1969 to September 5,
1969)

During this period, six US were killed and 13 wounded. Known enemy killed was four.
After picking up my equipment &amp Evans, | flew to Fire Support Base (FSB)
Currahee. Currahee was locatdong the Rao Lao riven the AShau Valleyand near

someseasonatoads, Routes 547 and 548d dout seven km SE of Dong Ap Bia, scene
of heavy fighting in May, 1969.
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Location of Fire Base Currahee

| reported in to the battalion commander, LTC Leon McCall. The firebase had artillery
tubes and | believe someere the larger 155mm guns. As | was meeting the battalion
commandem the operations centdhe artillery was firingsalvosand the noise was

loud. As t he g uansnchfout ofendchairCdodel NicGatiggsured me

t hat | 6d naise yewysdon anmdhe was gght. | learned to sleep no more than
20-30 feet from the guns. Colonel McCall wagleasanman and told me not to get
killed. 1had no argument with that idéladid not know it at the time but six lieutenants
had been Kkied in the battalion since April and several others had been wountied)

then sent me to see the brigade commar@et, RobertSiegrist on FSB Berchtesgaden,
about seven km NE of Currahe€he flight up the valley wascenicand surreal. The
greenforested hillsvere beautifuls seerfirom the helicopter andvaled any in the

world. You could spotery large, circulabomb craters in the vallefilled with water-

most likely from B52's. As the chopper nearele firebase, yoaouldsee what look&d

like cocoons in the tops of the trees but they were white nylon parachutes from
illumination rounds. Berchtesgaden just hahppemttack the night before and COL
Siegrist had a white bandage around his head. | beliesaidhinat his Sergeant Majo

had shot somsappersaround the CP with his .45 pistol. Siegt@td menot to be too
aggressive as he was short on platoon leaders or words to that effect. | was thinking that
if colonels were getting wourd, my chances were not so good.

Mostinfantrymen in Charlie Companyould agree that the quality of lieutenants in the
company was somewhat spotty over the period of this stdmost by definition,
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lieutenants are inexperienced and some found themselves in Viet Nam due to draft
pressures ratihéhan a desire to lead men in combat. Nevertheless, ségatahants

rose to the occasion under the pressure of combat, exhibiting leadership and bravery
under difficult circumstances.

After returning to FSB Currahee, LTC McCall sent me out to shadoexperienced
platoon leadein another companfpr a few days. This was about July, 24emember
having one contact withneenemytrail watcher. The otherdutenant acted like John
Wayne and may have been wounded in the engagement. He musati@geot eyes as
| could not see where the fire was coming from.

Charlie Company had been pulling security at Currafigengs were generally quiet
therealthough movement was heard after dark on several occasions. The FSB also
received mortar anbcketfire on a regular basis, probably from the high ground to the
south toward the Laos border. Most mortar and rocket attacks danged damage

A rifle company always served as the securit
of a FSB coulde from 150 up to@0 people. Typically, there was a headquarters with

radios, artillery, engineers, and pathfindgoscontrol thehelicopters, especially those

bringing in large loads of ammunition, fuel, or watelt appears that first platoon and

second platoon alternated on OPCON missions, most likely with the 3&r¢Zakhere

was no shortage @dolescenhumor aghebrigadeS2 selected "vomit" as the code

word for Jul 23, 1969.0n July 25, the company moved about 2 km to the west on RIF
(recannaissancen force) operations. A RIF was simply moving in the jungle to engage

the enemy, preferably on your terms. The RIF found two NVA graves 60 days old at YC
374922and 11, 3x5 bunkers 90 days dléoth dating to the Hamburger Hill battle time.

Perhaps in preparation for the Hamburger HillbatlesUS had dr opped dAbutt
bombs around Currahee. These werepetsonnel mines that may have fired a .22

caliber round when disturbed. They were light and could catch in grass or shrubs.

RichardHahn discovered butterfly bomkand brought one bat¢k showCPT Moore.

From July 26 until August 4, Charlie Company was OPCON to thb Gévalry

Squadron. 3/5 Cav was not really suited to this part of Viet Nam. They had tanks and |
believearmoed personnel carrieré\ (P C)dhat are more suitable to flat, wide open
areas.The tanks had a secondary urs¢his areaescorting convoys but were not the best

at that. They must have come in on route 547 which juasopened and wasobably
passale at this time of year before the monsoons hit and landslides frequently closed the
road. Route 547 originatedearCamp Eagle, headquarters of the*10The route then

went to FSB Bastogne and tmthe A Shau Valley (where Charlie Company linked up

with the 3/5 Cav). | recall @use of tank$ they were frequently idlingp charge their
batteriesand their rear exhaust was like a warm, diesel smelling blower. If your poncho
|l iner got wet, a few minutes in the tank dadr

C Company arrives on "Hamburger HilHill 937 - YC 328981 midday July26. A
rough estimate would be that no more than ten to twelveafnttie companyemained in
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thefield who had fought the original battle of Hill 937 in May. Even at company,level
the constant turnover dimshed the combat experience and lessons learned the hard
way.

Thec 0 mp a n y 6 was misecigd t&H" Cavalry mechanized elements, tanks and
armored personnel carrie(primarily at night)and to conduct local patrolserfsecuity.

T h r e e(LidgteRidgsPostare placed out a short distance at the 3/5 Cav NDP (night
defensive position) Alpha companys hit by sappers has 8 KIA and 22 WIA YC

313941 about 5 km south of Hamburgefhe battalion normally operated with

companies separated by a kilometer or more. In relatively rare cases, elements of one
company would reinforce another that had been hit hard. One reason for the separation
was to cover more of the AO with the forces availablelarmvingthat aerial suport

was readily availableA reader of the journals cannot help but notice that there are many

cases of one company getting clobbered while the others are perfectly(quied. | | not e
battalion significant activities other than Charlie Company as theyraad place them
initalicsi n order to give a sense of the intensit

operationy Through July 28, the company does patrolling within a few hundred meters

of Hill 937 (also known as Dong Ap Bia)During the Maybattles, theenemy had

countless bunkers and supplies throughout the area and most of the large trees around the
hill had been turned into toothpicks frora3 bombing, air strikes, and artillery.

Hamburger Hill area with Hill 996 at bottom left of map
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0955 July 29, the comparigund 10 graveatYC 310988 (approx 2 km west of
Hamburger toward Lads The lmdieshad beerkilled by small armsandwere abou60
days old. The company alsoundanRPG launcher andChicom claymore.The
company was backtthe NDP by 1648 The company field strength is 71.

The B-52 strikes made oHamburger Hill areareated a lot of debris from all of the trees
that were knocked down. | recall thay feet were in agongfter patrolling all day on
branclesand irrggular surfaces. We alsotook short trips intd.aos- the border was

only two km west of our NDPOnce,| needed to check out an area that wasaosL.so

we crossed the border.f €ourse, the jungle in VN looked pretty much like the jungle in
Laos.

About this time period, Jim Orms recalls the fourth platoon worfang few dayswith

the 3/%" Cavalry'sarmored personnel carriers and a bulldozer, to cut a new road to the
valley floor. Apparently, the 3/8 Cavalry split its cavalry troops to condseparate
missions in different areag\fterwards,the fourth platoon walifted to Firebase
Berchtesgaden on or about Augu$t 4

The next few days were spent in local patrolling east and west of Hill 937 and pulling
security at night. Wwas first platon leadeland the field strength was 31. On August 1, |
went to Mass on the hill sometimes combat makes one more religious11&0, the
company found 27, 60mm rounds, 2 RPG rounds, and 18, B40 rodkess.likely these
were left from the battle in By 1969. The next day at 115%C 334982- the company
found 18, 82mm mortar rounds 90 days ola #x4 bunkerat 1830- YC 327973they
found miscellaneouammo and medicineSince the NVA were always short on supplies,
it is surprising that they habt sent small units back to the Hamburger Hill area to
retrieve some of the ammunition still theil®n Aug 3,1750 atYC 336981, one of the
platoons finds 3 dead NVA arah AK 50 (folding stock AK 47} all about 90 days old.
August 4 is the last day @PCON to 3/5 Cav.

About this time, there was a VIP shénom Hamburger with artilleryiring WP rounds

to markthe Laos bordeior those seeing the displafhis demonstration waggbably
stagedo garner support for the war from visiting congresalalelegations Most
company members thought that these efforts would have been better spent firing at
known enemy locations.

At 1612 Charlie Company movey aira few kilometers south of Hill 937 toward the
Laos border and north of the Rao Lao riv&he pickup zone P2) was atYC 345997
andthelanding zonel(Z) at YC 320943(not far from where Alpha company was hit a
few days earlier) This is about as deep as you can be in NVA territory and still be in
South Viet Nam At 1900,4th platoon CA s mpat assault or helicopter moved)m

YD 379004 to FSB Berchtesgaden (YD 423013). Perfmpth platoonhad a security
mission on Berchtesgadeithe newcompanylocation is half way between Hills 916 and
996 and a few km southwest from Dong Ap BRe@nt experience had shown these
areas to be well populated with NVA forces.
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At one time, | recall coming across a large bomb half buried in the ground as first

pl atoon moved along a ridge I|line. We didnot
event it wa connected to a command detonation device. My memory is not clear but |

want to say that it was a 750 pound bomb but reading the yellow lettering on the olive

drab munition said something |ike A746 pound
we hadsome false advertising.

Defoliation and Agent Orange. From time to time we would be moving along a high
ridge line and notice that something was not quite right with the vegetation. A quick
inspection would reveal that some of the large, tall treesnoagegetation and perhaps

their trunks wee white. This gave an eerie lokthe forest.| believe we were aware

that the USAF flew defoliation missions and would spray trees with Agent Orérfigen

we were on a high hilltop, we may have seen ti8C6 s spr ay i ftyipg t he j ungl
through some of the larger valley$his was dont open up the jungle and to let
observation aircraft have a better chance of spotting enemy movement. We never knew
how long it had been since an area had been sprayethanel probably was no
consideration given at the time to the health of those who might encanrdaeea

defoliated bythe chemical sprayWar is tough on trees as well as mérhere are

several mentions of planned defoliation missions in the battaignals.

August 5, 1969.The company would spend the next three days in this NVA infested
area. The terrain consists @kry steep mountains about 1,000 meters hiigh triple

canopy vegetationMost movement was done on ridge lines which had adgastaThe
movement was more level and for the most part, you were on the high ground unless the
ridge was moving up to a higher peak. If you moved in a draw or small valley, you could
be engaged from several sid&isadvantages of ridge movementhd it was

predictable and that a small enemy unit could sneak up a draw and engage you from the
flank or wait for you to come down the traihd ambush the lead elemera725- YC

31994 7the companypoint manspotted two NVAcoming up a dravand killed bah,
capturingtwo AK's. 1030 1 USwasshotat YC 320950 121571 the company

command posspotsone NVAbefore he has a chance to react, killing hin¥C 321952.

1247- the company center of mass isya& 320949. 1432 theplatoonsareat YC

319944,YC 319945and YC318947. 1618 2 USare wounde@t YC 319945, five

enemyare killed and sixweapons captured. 183 C 31944 received AK and RPG

fire. The company killed two NVA and had 28 WIA. Chalie Company employs air
cavalry and USAF close air support2020, the company is located¥at 320949. 2100
Charliereceives 4, 60mm mortars and rockets. 0X0DP at YC 320945This was a

hectic dayto say the leasdfter several quiet ones with the tanks on Hamburger Hill.
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As indicated above, the action on August 5, 1969 was a series of fights lasting most of
the day. Theaward citations wich have been collected provide some more detailed
information about the fighting during the day but at this point, it is not possible to put the
individual actions in chronological order. Robert Jones was a third platoon RTO. In the
morning, his platoon was attacked from the rear. Jones aided the wounded and popped
smoke to mark friendly positions for attack helicopters. Later he teekan M60

machine gun from wounded gunnesind engaged the NVA
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The unit symbols are thegtbon locations at 1432 hrs, August®b- at circle #1, two US
are WIA and 5 NVA KIA at 1620 hr2 - at 1830 hours, 6 US are WIA and two NVA
KIA. CP location is 0100 hrs, Aug 6.

SSGJuan Duenas was a platoon sergeant who responded to an enemyyattack b
deploying his platoon where they were able to suppress the enemgcamdr men

wounded earlier. Duenas moved about the fighting without regard for his own safety.
Ted Blackwell ame to the aid of his point man akiled an NVA. He therplaced

heavyfire in the direction of the enemy attaakd received woundturing this exchange.

Gary Hartwig was in the lead platoon that came under enemy fire. He charged an enemy
machine gun and wagriouslywounded. He then tossed a grenade at the machine gun
location, putting it out of action. Kutis Miner was in the rear of the lead platoon when
firing broke out. He fought his way forward and assisted in pulling several wounded men
to safety. While placing heavy fire on the enemy, Alan Wall noticed an My/#gtto

37



outflank his unit. Alan quickly fired, killing the NVA soldier. Caudle Mann fought
aggressivelymowving from position to position, drawing enemy fire so thatgi&oon
couldknock out the enemy positionMi ¢ hael O®BBox iveans aplateons e c o n
sergeant He skillfully deployed his platoon, placing heavy suppressivefirthe NVA.

When a forward mawas wounded, OB crawled forwaathd carried the man back to

safety on his shoulders. This action inspired his ptatoe@ngage the emg more
aggressively Michael Jones was a platoon medic. About 1630 hrs, Jones retrieved
several wounded men and assigiettingthem to a safe position where he administered
life-saving first aidlon April 22, 1969, Jones had saved a man drowningraire

swollen stream after a tree had fallen on him and pinned him under the water. Jones
pulled the man to the bank and administered artificial respiration until the man started
breathing. When a lead element encountered an enemy squad, two US wergeaou
William Kearby placed suppressive fire on the enemy and marked the friendly positions
with smoke so ARA could engage the NVA. Kearby carried wounded men to a bomb
crater where a medevac chopper was able to extract the wounded. He continued to
suppess the enemy during this evacuation. Charles Layne was a machine gunner.
Despite heavy enemy fire, he suppressed the NVA until the company commander was
able to better deploy his platoons and to evacuate the wounded. Marvin Thompson was
second platooteader. He maneuvered his platoon to support another platoon and killed
an NVA soldier at close range, causing others to withdraw. Mark Rebrovitch was with
the companyd6s rear security el ement. He not
element and kiéd himi saving several lives by his actions. During one of the many
isolated fights, SGT Steven Clegg charged up a ridge line and knocked out a fighting
positionconsisting ofan NVA RPG gunner and rifleman.

In one ofthesdfirefights, | was very nerugs. We were engaging a pair of NVA in a
foxhole about 30 meters away and they had an RPG and AK. | was calling in ARA
danger clos¢about 25 metersyhich | believe had been effective in at least wounding
the NVA. | had my RTO keep lighting cigarettestbat | always had one going. He
must have haderiousguestions about my aity to perform under pressure.

August 5, 196Zasualty sumary: KIA Name: SP4 Robert JonesTour began
11/16/19681030 hrs, US was shot in head by enemy at YC3209586.#Lih WIA -
Two serious (litter); lines 11, 75 (Ted Blackwell and Gary Hartwig are wound@&ith
taken by medevac / penetrator to 22d Surgical Hospital. One hathéraigtiorwounds
to theback and arm; the other had an AK gunshot in the legur athers slightly
wounded to be medevacdéd on Aug 6.
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:

0400 hrs Aug 6 to

1 - 0400 hrs center location on Aug®: 4™ platoon and recon platoon arrivg: at 1230
hours, one NVA is killed. At 1250 hours, an NVA satchel charge kills one US and
wounds two. At 1621 hourdlVA kills the point man# - company location at 1753 hrs.
At 1805 hrs, two US are KIA and three WIB: recon platoon location.

After reading the battalion journals for the year, certain patterns come out clearly. One
point is that the closer you mevo the NVA major supply line (Ho Chi Minh Trail) and
the closer you get to the Laos supply and transport areas, the more likely you will
encounter enemy forces. The US knew where the enemy could be found but failed to
aggressively pursue and destroy émemy, despite the preponderance of fire support
available. Some would argue th#éte US did not have adequate forces to cover the
populated coastal areas and also pursue the enemy along the border areas.



August 6, 1969. | believe the company commamwdecliudedhat there were sizeable

NVA forces in the vicinity and chose to bring his platoons close where they could better
support each otheMVe madea night move which was nobutinelydone. Things can

get chaotic in a hurry in the darkness whers difficult to distinguish between friend

and foe. This may have been the time when my RTO was carrying a canister round in his
M-79 and followed me in the column. For safety reasons, 78 llarrel was kept open.

A vine must have snagged his closedl | heard a loud nois&Ve were both &lf asleep

while walking andny RTO explained that the canister round had gone off accidentally
Fortunately, no one was injured.

0135- second platoonlosed with the CP0225i the company starts moving tceth
south. 0400- Company center of magsYC 320945 0715- the company is afC
318944which is an LZ 09121 The fourth platoon arrives from FB Berchtesgaden
11127 the company moves out from the LZ230- Charlieengaged 3NVA vicinity YC
319945 killing one;the companymploys artillery to the front and ARA to the flanks.
1250- NVA attacks from theearwith small arns and stchel chargs, oneUS KIA (line
#63) and 2 WIA(line #125 and a medic)l621- YC 319945 two or three NVA initiate
contactwoundingthe pointman who later dies1753i1 thecompany isat YC 319948
18051 Charlie isin contactat YC 319948. The enemy engages C Co with small arms
fire; two USarekilled in adrawarea and three are wounde®RA is employed. Charlie
Company eceives 1dL5 60mm mortar roundsFirst platoonmaneuvers to assist
extracting casualties0345- medevac completeith lines 27, 68, and 70 going to the
22d Surgical Hospital.

Jim Orms had recollections after the arrival of the fourth plata AWe were told
of the company made heavy contact on Hill 996. We were told the company was pulled
off of 996 and B52's were to make an air strike on the hill [plans may have changed as
the rest of the company was not pulled off of the hiflfter that the 4th platoon along

with the rest of the company would make a combat assault on the hill in a 30 hour raid.
Most of us only took 2 or 3 meals. | remember the LZ on 996 was very small. We pulled
security for the engineergho were planting € in order to increase the LZ size. One of
the other platoons started moving along the ridge and got into a fire fight. | understood
the point man waKIA. Then, as | understood @nother platoon took the lead and got

into a fire fight and again themoint man was killed. Then it was our turn. We followed
the trail until we came to what | believe was a large bomb cratee imithdle of the

ridge. We spliup, our squad went left and the other right. The right side ran into a
machine gun. The squad the left saw nothing. | fired a few rounds down the left side

of the hill just in case. | was facing down the left side of the hill when another platoon
moved in front of us along the side of the ridge to flank the NVA. At that time the NVA
start walkingmortars up the hill towards us. Someone said the rounds were coming from
Hamburger hill. | had no idea what direction was what. Anyway we were told to pull
back to where we had started. As | gdldack the machine gun opened up on Ae.

large tree netxto me took the roundsAll | remember is bark flying everywheré.did a

very low crawl back up the side on the trallle then waitedintil dark to recover the

bodies. | was right next to two dead NVA that nigHBoy did they stink. | swear you

could hear the insects eating on thehwas one of the guys told to recover the bodies.
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You know how dark it was that nigfthe moon was waning and would be a new moon in

a week] We felt our way to the KIA's. | know we thought we had 3 KIA's, but | can't

remember if all three were to be recovered or one was already recoVWeagbt one in

the poncho and started back with him. | was told the guys checking the bodies had to feel

for wounds because of the darkne$se next thing we knoyone of the KIA's tarted

screaming.The guy waslaying face downwounded, all that time. When they turned

him over the screaming started. | think everyone just about shit themselves. | spent the

rest of the night next to my dead NVA friend

As with the prior day, thaward citations can offer some additional insight into the fights
that took place this dayThird platoon was engaged by the enemy. David Smith spotted
an NVA attempting to flank the platoon and killed him with a grenade. He then retrieved
one woundednan and returned to retrieve another. Smithtvaskilled by small arms

while extracting the second wounded man. David Finger was point man for second
platoon. He spotted two NVA and killed both of them. Proceeding up the trail he spotted
an NVA bunler. He attacked the enemy position with grenades and killed another enemy
soldier but was killed by small arms shortly thereaftB®obert Jones was RTO for third
platoon The company was attacked from the rear and several men were wounded. Jones
immedately reported the tactical situation to the company commander and marked his
location with smoke for supporting fires. He pulled wounded men to safety and later
manned an M60 machine gun. While manning the®d, he was killed by small arms

fire. At noon, the fourth platoon was moving down a hill to secure an open area. As the
platoon entered the open area, the NVA engaged the plak@edRinehart got behind a

log to return fire. A man next to Rinehart was wounded. Rinehart began to evacuate the
wounded man but was killed in tagempt Akke Timmer was walking point. He

noticed the reflection of an enemy bayonet and signaled his platoon to take cover. He
placed fire on the enemy to allow his platoon to move to good fighting positions. He
noticed an NVA moving toward the US platoon and killed hifinen ke noticed a

wounded US soldier nearby and was killed trying to move the man back to a safer
position. Steven Hollar maneuvered through heavy firedaoch two wounded men who

were brought tolte medics. Carroll Turpin assisted his machine gufWweayne Wasilk)

in placingheavy fire on the enemy, allowing his platoon to deploy without further losses.
Gregory White was on security guard for a resupply when he heard movement. He
alerted thoseearby, allowing the platoon to kill the NVA attempting to ambush the
platoon. As a platoon leader, Charles Squires skillfully maneuvered his platoon to
engage the enemy and killed an NVA in the process. Michael Edmondson volunteered to
walk point wherdwo US were wounded earlier in the day. Upon reaching that spot, the
enemy engaged Edmondsondéds pl atoon. Edmondso
allowing the platoon to retrieve the wounded men. Tony Carnett distinguished himself in
numerous firefigts during the day. As an-80 gunner, Wayne Wasilk charged from the
rear of his platoon to lay down suppressive fire, killing an NVA and allowing his platoon

to flank the enemy positionThroughout the day, the NVA were aggressively trying to
detectwe points in Charlie Companyds formati on:
platoon level fights lasting much of the day. The company employed artillery, a pink
team, and air strikes throughout.
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After a series of contacts, the compavaslow on ammunitiorand would request a

resupply. If there was no prepared landing zone or if enemy were in the area and able to
engage helicopters, the resupply would be performed very quickly. | remember one

about this timavhere ammand water (in artillery canisteralas A ki cked out 6 of
chopper from a height of about 30 feet. A box of ammo might be twelve inches by six by

six and weigh 30 pounds or more. When the box hit the jungle floor, it was traveling

with very considerable force. One of these boxes landaat 4045 feet from where |

was standing and | could not help but think that had it hit me on the head, | would be long
gone. | 6m not sur e tpéarecoydesear phateleailywhéheh e r esupp
canopy was thick. Despite the inherentdangera hi s met hod, ries dondt r
from this type of resupply, just close calls.

Here is some more detail on Gregory White who was mentioned a few paragraphs earlier.
Gregorywas very jumpyandwas frequently hearing what he thought was enemy
moveanent. Perhaps he was right and the rest of us were just not as obsékl@antere

on a hill getting a resupply aMihite came up to me very excitedly saying he saw an
enemy soldier.l kept reading the Stars and Stripes askied one of our very reliable
soldiers Richard Hahnto go with him to take a look. They both returned a minute or
two later, having confirmed the sighting he rest of us grabbed our fighting gear and
moved to the area where the enemy soldier was. We were on a small Hike A
wasabout 20 feet down the side of the hill @&hind a large tree trunk, perhaps two to
three feet in diameter. | think he started digging in behind théntaesperation We

were able to get an angle on him with grenades ai1®® We placed large amount of
fire on his position, quickly killing him. | remember that the whole top of his skull was
blown off andhis brain wasyling on the groundln a way, you feel sorry for the NVA
who got himself in an untenable position but most likelygoial had been to infiltrate
near our position and do the same to lastetrospect, our fire discipline was not the best,
having expended much more ammunition than necessary. Had a larger enemy force
initiated contact soon afterwardge may have wishetthat we had that ammunition

At timeslike this, there werdinegotiations with the soldiers in the platoon. When
danger was highhere was a general reluctarioebe too aggressive. SGIevenClegg

was my best squad lead®rthe timeand in fact he was thénegotiatoo for the men in

his squad. If the company commander gave us a dangerous mission, Clegg might shake
his head and say that he would have a hard time getting the men to execute the order.
This may have been his way of suggesting Wetake a conservatiwaurse of action
rather than an aggressigae which might result in unnecessary casualtig¢isce

everything was lined up, SGT Clegg would do what it toOk several occasions, he
persamally led his squad up a hill to attack@memy bunker. | recall one time when our
jungle fatigues were pretty worn after an extended period without resupply. | watched
Clegg attack an enemy bunker with his bare butt showing where he hadwaythe

seat of his pantsToo bad we did not haven AP photographer on the spot.
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Somewhere arourtthis time we were notified to get low as "fast movers" were coming

in to drop some 250 pound bombs. | remember being in a ravine as we heard the bombs
go off and felt the ground shake. Within a secontvor, | heard a fragment hit my-M

16 which was between my legs and against my chest. The fragment put a good crack in
my upper barrel guard. Had it hit my shirt, | would have had a nice cut but certainly not
fatal. Sometimes you just need to be lucky.

August 6, 1969asualty summary: KIA Names: SGT Fred Rineftaur began
11/11/1968) PFC David Smittftour began 5/19/19695P4 Akke Timaer (tour began
5/21/1969) CPL David Fingel(tour began 5/22/1969) Among the wounded are Toby
Deal, Ronald Ringisen, Timothy McGuir&)ouglas WehrleMichael Jones, and Richard
Hahn. Ted Blackwell was at 18Surgical Hospital on August™PH orders)i he may
have been wounded on Augu$t &n unofficial reord shows that Loren Kleene,
Levering Rector, anddfery Burr may have also been walad at this time.

Records showho was killed but we cannot associatewwindedcasualties with the
incidentsbecause the battalion log is not definitivépparently the company had a list

that matched each person withode omi | i n e nl thinkd karve. séen a pattern

where the higher line numbers are higher in rank so if line #3 was a casualty, he would
most likely be a platoon leade€asualty reports were sent by line number although from
time to time, the fulname is written on the report. On this date, we just have line
numbers. SGT Rinehart wasobablya squad leader and most likely did not walk point
although there are exceptions to that practice. Perhaps in the future, a company member
will be able toclarify what occurred during these contacts.

| remember Phillip Stanleya first platoon machine gunner during one of the fights on
August 8" or 8". Once or twice during firefight®hillip would work his way next to me
and start firing long M60 maclne gun bursts from the hip. When | say close to me, |
mean about two feet. The nofsem the machine guwasdeafeningand | was trying to
talk on the radio while Stanley was firing. Sometimes | was not able to hear the other
person on the radio. Adt one engagement, | was very close to being temporarily deaf
for about 30 mi nut lediddgoedjob of suSpreasimd teeyedesy f i r e s .
i | suppose you definitely needtamke the good with the bad. You could not help but
like Stanley as hbad a pleasant, disarming managed did not shrink from combat.
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1- NDP by 0230 hrs2 - air strikes (16, 250# bombs and 4 napal®t)1122 hrs, receive
50-60, 60mm mortar rounds from circle 3; an air strike (20mm and napalm) also goes in
at circleone and gets secondary explosion. The company completes an LZ at circle one
at 1730 hours4 - air strike (20mm) goes in at 173: NDP location at 2010 hrs.

August 7, 1969. 112°the companyeceives 460 roundsof 60mm fom YC 315956.
A pink tean and air strikg20mm and napalngreemployed. Thisesults inasecondary
explosion and bunker destroyedAt 1430, the company finds tefix4x4bunkersat YC
315949 containingniscellaneous ammunitioandadead NVA. 1621 thecompany
center of mas isat YC 315949. 1722the companygompletes construction ehLZ at
YC 315948. 2010 Charlie is atyC 310950. The company is in itsIDP at0200. Most
of this day was spent in local patrols and construction of an LZ for extraction the
following day.
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August 8, 1969. 0830first platoon,second platoorthird platoonare at YC 313951.

0940 atYC 312942 the compangpotted one enemy @nhigh ridge nearbgnd

employedair cav. 1710 PZ(pick-up) YC 312950 and L4landing) atCaribou Air

Strip, YC 404976 by 1800. Caribou Air Strip is a few kilometers north of FSB Currahee.

Caribou were fixed wing aircraft that could land aricetaff on very short runways.

Probably Cariboir Strip was mainlya large LZ and marshalling area. Regardless, the
company is out of the Ahoto area and spends
contact. | noted that my platoon strength was down toAlfgust 9, | wote that it was

cold at night but mairave been referring the night beforen the hillsratherthanat

Caribou.

August 10, 1969. The journals are a little thin in explaining what is going on. FSB
Curralee took 44 mortar rounds but m@jor hits. Charlie Company moves kac the
area crawling with NVA where it will spend the next five dayée initial CA may have
been confused with at least one chopper going to the wrong LZ.
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Map notes:circle oneis company location August 10, 1638 thesgle two- company
kills one NVA August 11, 1535 hrs; black dots are platoon locations Aug 1. tBpta
bottom: CP and%plt, 2045 hrs; CP and™plt, 1930 hrs; third plt, 1930 hrs; second plt,

1930 hrs; first plt, 1930 hrs.

August 11, 1969. Platoon locations are repor@gR0 firstplatoonYC 317953 second
platoonYC 318955 third platoonYC 316958,and fourth platoorn CPatYC 310958.
1535- two NVA came uporthird platoor® position and one was killed ¥C 307952.
Maximum platoon separation is about one kilometer.
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Notes:Yellow circle oneis first and second platoon location 12gA0950 hrsyellow
two is CP, third and fourth platoons 12 Aug, 0950 kedtow three is first platoon
contact at 1102 hrs, 12 Au@reen foulis company location Aug 13, 1106 hgseen
five is where company receives small arms at 1810 hrs, Au@it8le sixis Aug 14,
1100 hrs location prior to extraction to Currahee strip.
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| did not use artillery support as much as | should have. | believe the general restriction
was thainitially, it could be brought in no closer than 600 meters fidamdly forces It

would then take some time to adjust it by dropping 100 meters at aMwst. of our

contacts were such that the enemy was within 50 meters of the lead element. I'm sure if
we had encountered a large enemy force the fires could have beehthnotigserand

more rapidly | remember registering artillery for a night position in steep teftaigh

ridge lines with deep draws to the side. | expected the adjusting round to land several
hundred meters to my front. It landed about-200 metes to my rear! | cut off the
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registration as | did not have confidence in the accuracy of the artillery. It is possible that
| did not have a good read on my own locationthate isno way of resolvinghatnow.

No one was injuredOne advantage oftilery was that it could be employed in bad
weather when the helicopters could not fgenerally, | preferred ARA where you could
bring it in closg(25 meters with your initia)s The ARA was much more responsive than
tube artillery. The norm for adjsting fire from attack helicopters was no closer than 75
meters or thereabouts. They would come in closer to about 25 meters if the ground
leader gave his initials to OK the responsibility in case the fires hit friendly soldiers. |
gave my WJH on at lsha couple of occasion3.here are instances in the journal where
Charlie Company soldiers pick up some shrapnel from ARA.

August 12,1969. 095Q first platoon is a¥C 306950. The first platoon was coming off

a ridge line to cross a small stream éath up a ridge on the other sidélan Wall and
Steven Hollar were on poiniThe lead squad crosstte water without incident whem
small group of NVA opened fire on the next squad02- YC 307953 enemy engaged
first platoonfrom 30 meters on faide of a small draw. One US KIA and one W(gee

the orange square in Map 1 abov@&his was the first time that my platoon took any
losses. | recollect that we were moving down the side of a draw to cross a stream and
head up a ridge on the other sid&he NVA were in position and opened fikgh small
armsandpossiblya light machine gun.

In the Colletto fight, Mike Edmondson remembers abel®8&nen ahead of him in the
file. The enemy opened up with a machine gun and Mike dove to one sideantlzan
river bank to get cover from the fire and pulle@thard Kukuckawith him, probably
saving Richardoés |ife.

Here is another recollection of that fight from Steven Clagge had j ust | eft s
platoon at the top of lill and thefirst platoonwas pr@eeding down a tradndwas
crossing a stream. Ae bottom of the hill along theream bank were some large rocks.
The first two thirdof the platoon had turned a corner at the bottomhaighroceded

either along the stream or started tosstaColletto was directly in front of meShiltz, |
believe, was immediately behind me and was my RBéhind him was a new guy,
James Halsey, who hgained the platoon the day before or sGolletto was almosit

the bottom of the streamhen Halsey e | doak dfeforeBanyone can ask where or
react all hell beaks loosel can identify three NVA 15 meters directlyp the hill from

us behind trees and cover, firin&hiltz andl open up on th&lVA immediately in front

of us;| remember my weapgammed and | had to hthe forward assist to fire it.
Halseycriesout that he is hit. Just asifz or | teke out the NVA in front of us, the

NVA to my left does a serseofthree or foursonersaultsandcomes up in sitting position
right in front of Colletto who is standing and firircanister rounds frorhis M-79. The
NVA stopsfive feet from Colletto in a perfect sitting firing position and shoots Colletto.
| fire and so do théhe soldiers at the bottom of the stre&iting the NVA. | turn my
attention back to the third NVA and see him take cover fattpehe hill behind a large
tree;anotherM-79 gunnerobs afew rounds up behind the tree and LT Higgtafisin a
Cobra to fire on him and | know he was killedalseywas woundedvhena raund

struck his helmet exited through the rear, and along the way grazed his foreleeads
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extractedon a jungle penetrator (This is a harness attached to a cable in the helicopter
that can be winched up when there is no place to laud)e could noget Collettoout

as the tree cover was too thick for a basWét carriedColletto in a make shift stretcher
until we canget him extracted.

Al Colletto was a seasoned soldier and very popular in the platoon and company.

Everyone took his loss very helgv | remember corresponding with his parents a few

timesi they wanted to know everything associated with his death. Colletto was two or

three men ahead of me in the coluimust a matter of luck on wimothe NVA chose to

engage firstK | A6 si:ormdlye ot medevacdéd and are removed
resupply. We prepared a litter for Colletto and carried him until he could be extracted.

When carrying a mandés body, it is necessary
members of the platod therucksa& and weapon have to given to someone else and

people have to trade off carrying the litter. In this case, we had to go up a very steep

slope and very strong young men were straining to make this happen. Had we taken a

few mor e okidhbadgdeen exttemely difficult to continue moving and to

protect the bodies. The US almost never left anyone behind in Viet Nam and went to

great lengths to recover bodies. This was a big morale factor for the living.

Prior to the contact,theneswas f act or was pretty high. We h
only had a month or two until DEROS (time to
very focused, nervous, and not happy that their last weeksspeng in heavy fighting.

Casualty summargugustl2, 1969 KIA - Name: Albert V. Collettdr. (tour began
1/27/1969) WIAT James Halsegnd Robert Buscetto weveundel.

August 13.Charley companyigtsi | | i n t ®ne of mpletterdindizated that

we got a good look at Lao4.309, me nan line #77,is evacuated to 22d Surgical

Hospitalin Phu Bai fora heart attack.John Torvesvasevacuated with acute anxiety

from FB Curahee at 1115 hrs. (The company may have left sick or injured people back

at the FSB to pull securily.Some peog do not adjust to combat and there were

numerous instancespfs ych ol ogi c al injury as (11&i cated &
i the @mpany location is YC 317960. 1@ & YC 318964 Charliereceived smalarms

fire from one NVA and returned fire witregative resultsThe journal is replete with

reports of fAnegative resultso after a fire f
trail was found.The enemy may well have taken losbasit may not have made tactical

sense to scour the area $igns. Insomecases, the US poimtan and the NVA soldier

were surprised to see each, both firing wildly vifte NVA running back to his

comrades.At one point the higher headquarters people could not help but notice these

reports of encounters. Onaydwe received paper plates in a resupply and conducted

target pactice aiming at the plate$.did better than I thought, puttirsggveraroundsin

the center oMy target. Another reason for the negative results tadthe NVA went to

great lengthsa recover the bodies arduipment of their soldiers. They wanteddeny

the US the feeling of having accomplished something by killing the en&hmy also

wantedto deny the US the intelligence value from theyand to redistribute supplies

and equyoment in short supplyMonths later, lte journal has one instance of finding an
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NVA rucksackwith body parts, implying that they were being removed from the battle
area for burial elsewhere.

Payday. All of my military pay went to my wife. | think | gabout $2 per montHeft

from the payday allotmentYoung soldiers would get at least $100 per month on payday
or whenever they got @ firebase or tthe rear. Some were real gamblers. | recall one
time in the woods during a quiet period when we wakeng a short break on the trail.

My RTO asked me if he could go back to talk to a man about 25 meters back in the
column. He returned about 5 minutes lateasked him how he didhe said he Ist

$400 gambl i ng mban hothingx' aPbiaps he wds dghtn 6 t

August 14, 1969. The company sdat Caribou Strip by the end of the day.

Some parts of the jungle were peaceful and scenic. One dayldtmirpencountered a
secludedvaterfall and pool. The waterfall came from a small stread fell about 15

feet into a pool that was about 25 feet in diameter and just knee deep. We were pretty

grungy and decided to take advantage of the natural shower. We put out security to

watch for enemy and took traethahmoliggdtdsi ng cl| ean
scenic today as it was then.

August 1518, 1969. The comparyA 6 s ( assadithyddlicopter) to an area a few

kilometers north of FSB Currahe&econd platooris about 10 km east of the rest of the

company. During thistimé, her e are quite a few CAOGs just
distances. Not sure ifits was a deception operationj@st practice.We had received a

new battalion commander and he may have been getting accustomed to hisugjdf6,

reconteam #5 at Y@332910 072 finds 3 hooches and 8 bunkers and destroys tfdra.

battalion had a strategy of placiagallreconnaisance teams out to observe for enemy

activity and then to call in artillery on theamy without direct engagemern@n August

17, fourth gatoonis sent to FSB Rendezvaugheir purpose coultdave been for

firebasesecurity or a work partyThere are quite a few instances where a platoon is

pulled from Charlie Company for work elsewhere. Atthistimeweer e usi ng PSI| DO s
(electronic intrgion detection devices). A letter comments that monkeys in the vicinity

caused the devices to indicate moveniesito met hi ng t hat got everyon

Between August 15 and August 20, Charlie Company had inserted a six man recon team
back in the Hill996 area which contindeo be well populated with NVAApparently

the battalion recon platoon was short one team as they normally performed this type of
mission. Steven Clegg, Mike Aird, Tom Williams, Carroll Shiltz, Steven Hollar, and

Toby Deal werehte team members from Charlie Company. There are some differing
recollections on some aspects of this team but the key elements seem to be in agreement.
The team was inserted in the dark on August 15. Charlie Company had just left the Hill
996 area and &s on Caribou Landing strip near Currahee. Most likely, the recon tea

was picked up from Caribouhg rest of the company went on a mission to the lower
elevation hills north of CurrahgeThe recon team did not take steel helmets or cigarettes

i itemsthat might lead to their discovery by the NVA. Mike Aird said he was mostly
troubled by the smoking ban. The chopper slowed at a point on a ridge line and the six
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men jumped out. They assembled and movexhahundred meters on the ridigerest

for thenight. The next morning the team moved a few hundred meters and stopped when
they heard Vietnamese speech coming from the 8tikvenClegg called in a fire

mission on the enemy location that eveni@iegg made radio contaitte next morning

and dealed to remain in placeApparently the patrol was under the control of Charlie
Company. The recon team remained in place until August 20 when their extraction was
planned. At about 1400 on the"™2@he team hears activity and the sound of metal
clanking. Next they heard some people advancing on their position. Two NVA
appearegcarrying canteens on a bamboo pole. There were 25 canteens on each end for a
total of about 100 evidently a good size foralrinking waterup on the hill. Toby Deal

killed the first NVA with his M16 and Mike Aird wounded the other with hisT9

canister The wounded NVA started to call for helfpbout this time as Mike Aird
remembered, ALL HELL BROKE LOOSE. The patrol began to take heavy AK and
machine gun fire. Mike wafiring HE rounds into the trees which quieted the NVA for a
moment. About this time, Steven Clegg had gotten approval to leave the rucksacks and
make a dash to the chopper. Mike Aird kept firing to cover the withdrawal and had
backed himself into a lge rock. About this time, an AK round or RPG fragment
ricocheted off the rock into his butt. Fortunately, Mike was able to walk and the group
headed toward the piakp zone. ARA came to the rescue and fired on the ridge in
addition to artillery(Clegghad preplotted artillery targets but unfortunately they were no
longer valid since the artillery battery had moved in the past fewidag$ad to create a
new fire mission) Steven Clegg coordinated a pickup on the side of a hill by a large
bomb crater The chopper had arrived aboufl8 minutes before the recon team arrived

at the PZ.When the UHL hovered, one side was about seven feet from the ground. Tom
Williams, a tall strong guy, must have gotten inside first and was pulling othersnto

the chopper. Clegg may have been the last to board and Williams and the door gunner
pulled him aboard Steven Clegg remembers thanking the chopper crew profusely when
they were safely delivered to Currahee. The team members were debriefed although
Cleggthought it unusual that he was not asked about the patrol.

Mike Aird went to 85" EvaaiationHospital in Phu Bai but their electricity was out due to

a rocket attack. He then went to the hospital ship USS Repose for 24uikgsAird:

A We ar the wspidal aad medics came out with a stretcher and took rde.ifsi

was put on an IV and theéhe hospital lost power as it was hit by NVA rockets. The

hospital staff could not even-pay my ass so they called in a doftand took me out to

the Hopital Ship Repose. | was taken to a surgical ward and operated on. The surgeon

was annoyed to be sent this relatively minor
have interrupted his evening dinner. He began cutting on me before that anésttkesia

effect and | rose about six inches off the table and screamed. He then waited for a longer

peri od obyDeal mag alsd have been wounded in the back.

August 1926. Charlie Company comes back to FSB Currahee to assist in closing the

FSB. dondét recall exactly what was involved
was to not leave anything that could be useful to the eneclyding old CGrations |

think we even removed the concertina wire and engineer stakes. Ammunitioesuppl

were either expended or backhauled. In many cases, the US was closing the FSB for the
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seasomwhen the monsoons made it difficult to resupblgm Many fire bases were
closed and later reopened. The infantry units supplied most of the labor dsimaycl
mission.

On August 23, 1969, the elements remaining at FB Currahee received a mortar attack. |
remember this clearly because | was in a foxhole at the time, trying to get as close to the
wall of the foxhole as was humanly possible. | was thopkimat it was totally up to fate

T if the round landed in your hole, you were dead. Unfortunately, a mortar round did
land in one of the foxholes occupied by SSG Juan Duenas, killing him instantly. Itis
likely that Thomas KingJohn Buscetto, James Hafsand Levering Rector were also
wounded during this attack.

Phil lip St an lilegmérsberrya talkihgboeitgettingonortared and

rocketed thereDo you remember when we were cleaning up the FB, getting ready to
move out?It was the firstime | had seen ice cream over there and just as | got the spoon
to my mouth someongelled "incoming" and the rockets starting coming | had to run

75 to 100 yardso my bunker.We had a lot of ammunitiomvhite phosphorus rounds,

mortar roundsand all kinds of loosestuff piled behind our bunkerOur Kit Carson

scout,Tran, was in the bunker viitme. | was telling him the NVAwere # 10,000 and
couldn't hit the broad side of a barn in sign language and about that time, one hit the back
of the buiker and all the stuff caught on fire, and we had to run ©haink God that was
about the last onelater,in the road, on the inside tife perimeter was six foot long
rocketstuck in the ground, that had not gone dffater was told that one of ou

sergeantand a medic, that | remember well, had a direct hit in their foxHal&n't go

to look. | also wondereavhat that ice cream would have tasted.like

August 24 B Company has contact with KIA and WIAL various times, Currahee is hit
with 60mm and 122mm rockets. All hit outside pregimeter with no effect. Onugust

25" Charlie @mpany had three recon teams: wheaE377920, barley YC356934,

corn- YC355945. These are in the hills a few km SW of Curraleletter mentions

eeiie cries at night and we find tiger tracks. On th8 20me of usvent swimming in

the Rao Lao river andashed ugor the first time in a while Richard Hahn remembers
getting cleaned up by swimming in the river near Currahee. Some guys would throw
hand grenades into the river (perhaps fishing?) and Rich could feel the pressure waves.

Our medics were responsible for giving each person his malariadQuilMondaywe got

an orange malaria pill artiena white pill every day perhapgor two types é malaria.
Malaria was not uncommon among soldiansl the symptoms were a body temperature

of 103105 degreesThese pills were not popular as they sometimes cayastb

intestinal distress. Battaligaurnals are full of men being medevac'd withthigvers

My guess is that these were malaria cases. The fix was three weeks in a hospital which
was seen by many as more desirable than humping satland getting shot at-red
ADoc o Jolatmsmedigwas very good at getting people to talkeit pills but we
discovered that he did not take them himself lamdontracted malarjavinning the three
week vacation.
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While at CurraheeChinooks(largeCH-47 helicopters) are coming in to the firebase to
unload ancdextract equipment. Weere alvayssweaing while working andhe

choppers blew loose dust that caked on to the sweat in ladyesgoe that is why the
swim felt so good!The CH-47 also killed my air mattress by blowing it into the
concertina.Another humoroussad Chinoolstory: asoldier was following the call of
nature on d@hree hole "shittér(an outhousdike device without the housend was

blown off bya Chinookdowndraftproducing a slight fracture of his arm.

For a short whilen the Currahee areae had a dog team (Geamshepherd and dog
handler). The dogs were trained to smell the enemy and then "alert.” The jungle was
tough on dogs as it was heith their heavy coatand they had to jump over blown down
trees and other obstacles. The handlers MO was to be upfichoince the dog alerted,
report it and move to the rear of the formation. My suspicion was that the dog handlers
wanted to spend as little time as possible up front so that | becapiei@us of the

frequent alerts Sometimes the dogs would get leaxivetheir nose and have to go to the
vet in the rear to have them removéthe dogs also belonged to a union and could not
work more than a few hours at a time. No doubt there were some superlative dogs and
handlers but we did not get much out of tharthat time

About 1600 each day it rains hard for 30 min
rolls in at night. Flares or illumination roundeseused for securitylt is a very eerie
setting. We are on guard all night and then sleep from O6A200 the next day.

August 26. Currahee is closed and most of the company moves tRedtgiBzvoudy

1810. Rendezvous is just a few kilometers NE of Currahee and astride Route 547. The
company leaves two ambushes out just north of Currahee. Thisavayeen a

common practice. The NVA were short of just abeedrything. They would scange

our old locations looking for C rations and anything else useful.pliif@ose of the
ambushesvasto observe Currahee and call in artillery if tremygvany eremy forces.

August 27.Most of the company was at FSB Rendezyai®ut four km NE of

Currahee along Route 54First platoonhad two ambushes in the vicinity of Currahee. |
was with one of the ambushes. Again, our mission was to observe for enafity ol

then call in artillery. We were in position and | think | had my boots off to air out my

feet. | heard a rifle shot close by and jumped for my riRechard Hahn recalls jumping

into a sticker bushsome of the stickers stayed in his handyfears. In a minute or two,

| learned that a PFC in our ambush had shot himself in the foot so we would have to
medevac him. The other soldiers were not too happy with this guy as he had jeopardized
our position. They took the good stuff out of hiskseck (like canned pears) and then

made him walk about 50 meteays his wounded foawhen the medevac helicopter came

in. | believe the PFC spent a short while in LBJ (Long Binh Jail) before being returned to
the unit. Our company and other companiesfhetier such incidents Charlie hachat

least three or four.

August 28. The entire company is at Currahe
Someone from the brigade or battalion staff would fly by the closed fire base and spot
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some items thatwuld have been removed or destroyed. The infantry would then be
called back taelean up This happened most of the time after closing a firebase.

August 29. We were back working on FSB Rendezvous. My platoon was down to 13
and the company only totalé8. There were a lot of medical issues sending people to
the rear, especially bad teeth. During the day, the company moved from Rendezvous to
Berchtesgaden. Perhaps another police call agdtidaugh a few NVA were spotted
running about Berchtesgadbwy chopper pilots. A letter noted thatdtga shower and

change of clothes. Guys from the rear brought a few warm b&kis nust have been at
Rendezvousl| think Rendezvous was one of the larger firebases in th&300

population range. A smallemore temporary firebase might total 150 people.

There may have been ARVN soldiers on Rendezvous. Generally we had very limited
contact with them.n the companyARVN had a reputation for stealing things and |
think they ripped us off at least onckeremember one soldier was very angry and
threatened to "blow away" some of the ARVN. In general, they did not give me much
confidence compared to the NVA who seemed to be highly motivaigaerby
nationalism or fear.

The South Vietnamese were nabénently poor fighters and many units distinguished
themselves during the war. Nevertheless, a good number were poorly led and were not
motivated to fight for a politically corrupt system where they were not treated with the
respect and consideratiéound in US units.

August 30- Sep 1. Charli€ompany had a two day mission quite a distance away

about 20 km SE of Rendezvous. There must have been a need for intelligence about that
area. On the 39 the company found some signs of activity but ignificant: 1425

found a water collection device and fresh human excrement YC 604811 bt an

animal trap YC 601813about 7days old; 1910 found Montagrard religious symbol

(YC 600813).

Leeches would show up from time to time. Not sure tiiad of environment favored
them- perhaps close to streams. You could not feel thigath themselves to you
howeverthe bug spray that was issued tchefpedto get them off. | remember one guy
getting a number around his socks and when he todsobis off to wring out his socks,
the liquid was mostly red. Another guy had several around his private parts and was
freaked out a bitThere is wthing like waking up and knowin@at your first task is to
deleech your body.

Sep 1- 0615- company ha LZ at YC 593817. 0850findsatrail atYC 592818 with

recent use. 0937YC 592818 findsagarden with sweet potatoes and corn. Apparently a
staple crop for the enemy was the sweet pot@tfocourse, thewlso ate rice but sweet
potatees were vitako their sustenance. 095%C 591817- receives AK fire; returns fire
and kills one NVA. 1605thecompanyisat YC 58817. 1630 YC 591817 finds
severhooches 10x20 with bunkers. 173BZ YC 593817and backo Rendezvous.
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September26. Themmpany i s at FSB Rendezvous and ma
Berchtesgaden. Il tds not cOnSeptembetdatie t he pur p
company moves from Rendezvous to Berchtesgaden, arriving 0912 - &%itatoon

spotted NVA ly thehelicopter ad and engaged witregativeresults. BavoCompany

killed an NVA on Berchtesgaden and lochtan NVA wounded by ARA. Unfortunately,

the wounded NVA died before B Company reached him. 185Rarliearrivedback at

Rendezvous.

C Company arrives atdfjle Beach the evening of September 5 and stands down the

following day. Eagle Beach was a wonderful cadihE of Hueon theGulf of Tonkin

where units normally spent two days getting cleaned up, issued new clothes, and getting

their weapons serviced. Thaod was very good and there were clubs with beer and

shows. The female band singérem the Philippines perhapglere funnyas they could

not pronounce some English words. Il still r
Clearwater Revival thepat@ out O RoIl | iéngc aomme tohuet RaisvedLol | i n
Rewer 6 but then who cared after a few beers.
morale of the soldiers and to give them a few hours of escape from combat.

Chapter3iLoui si ana LBlaee(c&ngodpepers and ND
September 7 to September 19, 1969.here were no combat casualties
during this period and no contact with the enemy.

FSB Blaze was about 15 km NE of Currahee and near the confluence of thedSamud)

Rao Nho rivers. It was ahg the path of Route 547 and the general marshalling area for

the May Hamburger Hill battle What a difference a few kilometers mak&§. km back

to the SW was in the heart of NVA country. Around FSB Blaze, life was quiet. There

wer e t hr e eBlax¢DAl ivare cloge doreach other about seven km west of

Bl aze. | believe the NDPO0s were used by the
547, a place to stop for the niginid to circle the wagon<Charlie Company had the

mission of providing secusi in this area.

September 7. Arrives at Blaze and choppers to NDF#2.company is OPCON to
3/187" Infantry battalion.
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September 8. The company is at ¥68998. Recon teams corn, wheat, and baey
still out, probably some distance away amttler battalion control. The company
establishes LP's out around NDP#2. Tanks are moving up and down the road. Their
mission wagrovidingsecurity for convoys along route 54First platoonpulls amine
sweeppatrol in the morning. My recollection wahat ombat engineers were the
sauffiest and most profane of asgldiers Ihad encounteredWe camped next to the
engineers and they started their day with yellingcebities for half an hour. Cuss words
are not a stranger to me but these guys waceless. When securing the engineers, |
observed anragyineer soldier caying his minedetectoron his shouldeinstead of

hovering it above the roadis explanation was that it did not work but his platoon
sergeant told him to take "all of tiftgkin g mine-sweepers!" They also walked too fast.
We infantry were accustomed to a deliberate walk while visually inspecting the area
ahead. | told the engineert go ahead if they wanted aridht the infantry would catch
up at our pace. Fortunately, thewas little danger in this area.

September 9. My platoon strength was 19. The US calledsedirdor the day out of
respecfor the late Ho Chi Minh. Combatsasllts becamé'admin moves."

We carried our water when in the field. As you'd expsater is not light. When we
were in the mountains, we'd crasnicstreams where the water looked to be clean and
fresh. We were giveiodine tablets to disfect the watef perhaps adding the tablet,
shaking to dissolve and waiting a few hours wasrétipe. Right before R&R, | had a
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bad case of dysentery whdr&aspast having the runs and hajor stomach cramps.
Someone told me that peanut butter was a good fix.

September 1:22. More of thesame. The company patrols in the vicinity of (RdD P 6 s .

First platoonair moves from NDR#1 to YD 478013 at 0818 and back to NBPat 1740.

The mission was to seca pathfinders blowing an LZ. Thedt patoon medi¢cFred

docdJonesy et urns after recovering frthempillsnal ari a |
and skips himself).Jonesvas a coscientious objector. He served with us in the field for

a while and carried a-bandle shovel. He was good about digging foxholes. Doc was a

very pleasant, easyoing guy who was also diligent about medicaltters. He had us

carry extra IV bottles as he knew these could save lives uneher gocumstances. We

all felt more securbaving Doc with us.

A letter comments that we hear a lot of monkeys but they keep out of €igatlie
Company came back dar 1/50&' control on the 12. Starting September 13,dppears
that themain mission for the company was securing the road (route 547) as convoys
would begin to use the road during the rainy season.

39th Transportation &talionplans a convoy dailfrom Birmingham (YD 704101) to
Rendezvoustarting Sep 15. 1/506 has responsibility from Blaze forward. Convoy
departs Birmingham 0800, arrives Blaze 1000 Reddezvoud4200. Sounds like a bus
schedule.Frequently in Viet Nam, events arosestersedplans.

Two of the platoons spend the day on LZ construdtiperhaps securing pathfinders or
engineers Dblowing LZO6s.

September 149. Landslides are reported on thd #5d 18' requiring bulldozers to

clear. | recall at one point along the roallete was an M50 tank that had gone off the

road and rolled down the slope a few hundred meters. Most likely it is still there. The
battalion commander visits on the™i® discuss future missions. More mine sweeps and
LZ construction. Letter commentsve were getting a lot of replacements as our veterans
(those who had survived eight or more months) were scheduled to DEROS in November;
| met an engineer officer friend, Tgmodsontiding up the road in a jeep no lessmall

world; reported fish ir nearby stream over a foot long; it rained the night of tHeand

the road turned into a mesk.is getting close to the rainy season when the NVA get

more latitude to the west as the US cannot easily sustain its forces by air or road.

Chapter 47 Operation Norton Falls. Evans Training and Mai Loc.
(September 21 to November 4, 19695even US wounded and two NVA
killed.

From September 20 to September 29, Charlie Company was at Camp Evans for battalion
training. The training was extended a dayway due to bad flying weather up narthe

location of our nexmission. This week (+) was occupied with range firing and other
training chsses At Evans,ve | i v e d ithatmigh ke doundhtisunsnier camp
screerd walls and cots to sleep oWwhen in the rear, weid not have procedures for
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securing our weapons and ammunitidfar the most partye kept our weams,
ammunition,and ruclsacks next to our cots. | can remember opening the daogtout
andthe doorcausing a hand grenade @il mcross the floor. Fortunately, the grenades
had asafetypin as well as anainsdety. We were lucky that there were mobre
ammunitionrelated incidents while at Camp Evans.

At Evans there was a good amount of beer consumed in the eveningf i@ynesoldiers

had a few and then decided he needed to buy something at the PX. Unfortunately, the PX

was closed when he got there. He went back to his sea hut and grabbed his rifle and

returned to the PX where he proceeded to shoot up the buildig.aApe nt |y t he MP©6
sawhim but did not want to get too close. They determined that he was from Charlie

Company and ultimately that he belonged to me. | went down to the PX unarmed of

course and had to spend ten minutes convincing him that the PX wouldoofem in

the morning. | have to admit that the pucker factor was high for a few minutes as he

would not give up his rifle right away.believe he turned out to be a fine soldier in the

upcoming months, after a rough start.

From a letter: bawtwo West Point classmates while we were at Ev@harlie Lieb and
Joe Dart.l commented that it wasoltter at Evans than in the hills and that yon sae
the dunes at the beach from Evaiige fun was over and it was time to head North.

Our upcoming migsn, 60-80 km northof Camp Evans and near the DMias to deny
the NVA access t€ombat Bases atandergrift (YD003488) and Elliott (XD98254.2)
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both about 12 km west of Mai Lo@s well ago protectHighway 9 up in Quang Tri
province. Charlie Companyoves by €123 aircraft- depats Evans 1047 and arms at
Mai Loc 1140 The distance from Camp Evans is approximately 50 lkmmy memory
serves me correctly, the division band was at the departure airfield, playing military
music. The bandsmen seenzelit out of place.

Sep 30 Oct 2 1969. The company remained at the Mai Loc special forces camp waiting
for the weather to improve so that we couldasisaulinto our area of operations.
Apparently there were Morgaards in the Mai Loc vicinity generally they were

friendly to the US as the Viethamese had persecuted them.

Oct 3, 1969. Charlie Company agsaultabout 15 km from Mai Loc to LZ Shrapnel.

We are welcomed at Shrapnel by iB8oming 82mm mortar rounds but they do no

damage. An abush patrol is established a few hundred meters outside Shrapnel. The
area around Shrapnel is hilly and forested with numerous ridge lines, valleys, and streams
in the low land. It is not quite as dramatic as th&hAu Valley where some peaks were

well over 1,000 meters elevation; here the peaks were in the 700 meter range.

One soldier shoots himself in the foot and is evacuated to Camp Evans. Perhaps he was
intimidated by our upcoming operation not far from the DMZ between North and South
Viet Nam. Nbo doubt rumors existed that we were going into an area with large scale

NVA forces and that a minor wound to the foot was a good insurance policy. At this

time, | had been in country for about 60 days. Some of the combat inShaualley
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area was ptéy intense while the time around FB Blaze was uneventfulvas difficult

for me to extrapolate that experience over the upcoming year and to determine if most

days would bentense or slow.l can see where a young draftee would have good reason
tobeconcerned. As it turned out, there were 1
high intensity moments.

Oct 4, 1969. 003b The day began as Charlie Company was providewyrity for the
elements at LShrapnel.LP#2 at Shrapnedaw12 enemy anchrewagrenadd the
listening posteceived AK firebut no one was hurt.

The fbl ueso el Gavreadeconmdtin thdadterrddn i few kilometers
west of Slnapnel. The Caalry was a reconnaissanaait designed to see what was out
there ad to make contact while not getting decisively engaged. The blues elsagent
engaged with the NVAnd decided that it was too much for thenfhandleso they
passed the information up higher headquarteed Charlie Company was given the
mission ofinvestigatinghe area of contaeind engaging any enemy forces preséde
disadvantagé r om Char | i e Othat yoehd o3 thecetementef sw@ise and
the enemywvas expectingour arrival. At 1732, C Companinked up with 2/17th aero
rifl e platoon at XD 823633Charlie Companyad moved a short distance when they
started receivingmall armsand 15 RPG's at XD 828628reen square, Map 1 belgw)
about 500 meters from the landing zofdde kead elemenvash i t b yafteRP G0 s
landing near rocky areaWe returned fire.Robert Alleyhad aserious injury (RPG
shrapnel in legs, face, chest, and back) antdaikelatively minorshrapnel wounds.
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Alley had beereadinghis squadand positioning his mewhenhe was hit. Edwin

Murray was @ed for leading his men under the intense fire. Louis Dicampli was an RTO
who moved forward to drag some of the wounded back to a safer pdsitewas

wounded by a snipeil. was close t@ninjured soldier at one point after dark and recall
Thomas Dil| one of the company medics workjrgard to stabilize himThe marnwas

losing a lot of blood an®ill was giving him 1V fluidin the dark The mediés stress

level at this time was about 110 on a 100 scale. USiserious injury was evaciadtto

the ship USSSanctuarythat was in the waters off the caa$he nmedevaovascompletel

at 2305 hrs. A flare shipcameon station to provide illumination.

Map 2

The area of contact had numerous rock outcroppings. They provided some cover but also
allowedRPG rounds to impact, spraying shrapnel in all directions. Most likely the

R P G éassed most of the wounds in this contalitn Lee recalls hearing the NVA

talking to each other that night as they were evacuating.

October 51969. We probably did noleep much the night of thé"because we did not
know the size of the enemy force that had engaged us. The next morning we began to
sweep through the area of contact te wat was there. At 0808ur Kit Carson scout,
killed one NVA lying on the grouwh(l recall his name but will s e  dnflthre @verd the
Vietnamese government still holds grudgdde had a US partner who wehrough

some training with himT h e s Englishtwéssvery poor but he seemed like a nice
fellow, maybe 3685 years of ag. | was about to say that we should captureNKé.

Right at that moment, heumpel about 1615 shots into the enemy soldiefhat was
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what most of our soldiers would have doné¢ bul al ways felt suspiciou
motives after that. | thoughe might besilencing the NVAso that he could not provide

intelligence to us Ascribing negative motives to the KCS was probably due to my

inexperience with these fighters.

Kit Carson Scouts were former Viet Cong (VC) or NVA that had gone to theddS bi

some instances they were useful in recognizing signs along trails and sensing how large

an enemy force might be in the area. | neaava greabenefit arise from the use of

these scoutbut others did To digress for a moment, the scouts wdliemed a day or

two each month to visit their familie§Ve got free sundry packs containing

miscellaneous items such as cigarettes, candy, stationery, small cans4ff,\&4il so

on. No one smoked the Pall Ma Trdnénsassedo Tr an ¢
US cigarettes that he was able to sell on the black miadetryone did what they had to

do to survive under difficult circumstancesTranspoke hardly any English and had a

buddy who went through training with hinf. Tranremained in contry after the NVA

victory, he may have had a difficult tim®ichard Hahn was friends with Tran. They

swapped dog tags each t akterMgncauglgalardgerat he ot he
and cooked it offered some to Rich.

At 1200 the companfound oneNVA supplycache.Upon reporting to Brigade, the
company was directed salvagehe enemyucksackspapers, and marijuana (maybe
brigade headquarters peoplkeeded to relg2 On a side note, #&iny of my soldiers used
marijuana in the fiel, | would have been surprised. The soldiers were primarily
interested in survival anshwmarijuana use agducing your alertness in the fieltlo
doubt there was MJ use when we were at Camp Evans or Eagle B¥aeh reading the
battalionjournals, here were several mentions of MJ being captured with other enemy
supplies. Perhaps this was one of the few creature comforts the NVA could offer their
soldiers. It was light weight and | believe it grew wild in our AO.

At 17301 From XD 833626first andthird platoors spot six enemy few hundred meters
out. Artillery iscalled and one NVA is killed by artillery. In searching the anesa,
found more caves arghwat least one 82mm roundo be further checked the next day.

| recall eitherthe firsto second night in the ficavesodo area
several hundred meters. We probably engaged with rifles and possibly artillery. Most

likely, the NVA were evacuating their most valuable equipma@ihiey might have had

mortar tubes andadios in the caves.

October 6, 1969. At 0750First and second platoons begin to checkiloeitaves(red
square, Map 2 above840i the companyound 122mm rockets in one cave. 1250
fourth platoon arrives from Shrapnéduring the dayye foundnumeras items in the
caves. | recall thatone of our soldiers wemtown a laddeinto a cave without his rifle,
sawan enemy and reversed his direction very quickly. We tried to get the NVA to come
out but no luck. We may have tossed a concussion dgana the cavevhich knocked

him outand then captured him at 152@n one later cave exploration, a (ige tear
gas)grenade was thrown in (by mistake) and the CS quickly spread among the platoon
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causing us some minor distredsirst platoorran forits gas masks and thought the
enemy might be gassing us.

October 7, 1969. There were about ten caves that we discovered in the immediate area.
Major items found included:

12 motors for 122mm rockets
7, 122mm rocket warheads
111, 82mm mortar rounds
30,60mm mortar rounds

17, Chicom claymores

20, Chicom grenades

4, one poundatchekharges
medicine

rucksacks

uniforms

All items not destroyed were evacuated on Oct 7, 1969.

The captured items made a photo opportunity for the Stars and Stripes. Thezd see

be an inordinate amount of PR associated with the Mai Loc mission. In general, the
mission involved little fightindout was publicized as the US withdrawing some of its
forces and turning over some fighting to the ARVN. There were a good number of
photographers snapping pictures around Mai Loc and FB Victory. The fighting in early
August in the A Shau was very intense and difficult by contrast and saw no news
coverage whatsoever.

October 8, 1969. Things are quiet in the caves area. | commetéekter that it had

rained continuously for four straight days. Most of us had rain jackets but most
everything was wet. It was almost impossible to find a dry match to light a cigarette. |
remember that my fingers had pruned up similar to whersgald in a bath tub for too

long. We slept sitting up in a crouched position to minimize the rain soaking our bodies.
The temperature was a bit cool so it waspieasanat this location.

| had an RTO nameldlike Edmondson. He wamn experienced soldiggood wih the

radio and had a pleasantly sarcastic manWég.got along fine although he always called
me "Higgie." | explained to him that he should call me "lieutenant” or "sir" or something
like that. He never did but he was overly familiar in@rmway. When we got mail,
sometimes we'd get a copy of the Army Times or the Stars and Stripes. Edmondson
would always ask, "Higgie, you want to read a copy of the lifer times?" Edmondson also
had an interesting story about how he was drafted. Hédwa married but separated or
divorced his wife. He started seg another woman in his smatiwn and perhaps ran

into his wife with the new woman at the local bar. Apparently the wife told the draft
board that he was available and sure enough, heomasdsafted. He used to say, with a
smile on his face, "I'm going to go see her when | get out of here."
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Once we were at a PZ and the battalion commander was on the grdwaatvery little
contact with LTC Pinneputin this instance heeprimanded méor allowing people to
sit on the edge of the UH1 with leganging freely outsidel had observed everyone
doing this since | arrived and thought it was the way to operate. He told me that was
wrong but did not explain why. | suppose the reasonegpose less to the enemy to
minimize wounds in the legs. | was not able to sit ctegged and sitting with legs out
allowed you to fire your weapon more easilyyyou came into the LZ.Thechopper
pilots had a different priority andranted all rifleson safety with maagines out.That
was not going to happen if the LZ was potentially pparently they haéxperience
withM-166s goi ng a&aTCfPinneypwas pioablylearrecdbsut the legsit

is funny how you remember little things.

October 9 October 18, 19690n the § we moved by helicopter to an area about 20 km
to the southeast. On the®™@e must have done an air move about 10 km to the
northeast of Octobe® s | o MiketAirdodescribes his chopper ride about thisejm
Aon Oc Y wdapparerfly made a CA to somewhere. | believe this is the point
where, during the CA while | was sitting as one of the two men in the center of the slick,
three rounds came up through the floor of the chopper and struck some engine
components. We had flown over an adjacent ridge at low level and taken the rounds
from small weapons aimed at the bird. The engine cut out and we crashed (more like a
very, very hard landing) near the edge of the LZ. If we had crash&d @teters furthe

out the incident could have been much worse as the chopper was at a precarious angle

t

where it | anded. When the rounds came up
open. The door gunner was looking back and forth from the holes in the floorfazeny

His chin had dropped several inches also. | instinctively grabbed between my legs to

make sure everything was still in order. As we hit the ground, the door gunner began
screaming; fAget out, get out o! tionAlbakeslr r unni

back and watched as the pilot restarted the engine and flew away. | was awarded an air
medal on this date for meritorious actd.

A letter comment was that the terrain was very steep and had high elephant grass. The
elephant grass would slice exposed arms and then the minor cuts would frequently get
infected. Cellulitis was a common problem among the infantry soldost minor cuts

and scratches became infected. Razor or elephant grass and vines in the jungle could
create minor nicks. Most infections were not too bad but some soldiers had some really
bad ones nomally about the size of a halbllar. The command did not like to send
people to the rear for these problems as they would have depleted units by d@¥%t on
days. One of my men had an infection on the top of his foot and after cleaning out the
pus, you could see down to the bone. Anotherahdéelep infectioim the center of his

back where hisucksackrubbed. | can't remember if | was able to geséhgerious cases
back to the rearEarlier on the 11th, 3d and 4th platoons rejoined the company. Not sure
from where. A letter comment is that the terrain is hilly with very nice scenery.

NDPO6 s : B lbcatpd watitheGPnlstplatoon isat XD912523; 3d platooat
XD915519; 4th platoon XD915524
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Air assaults or moves by Ul helicopter were a frequent occurrencem® LZ's were
not well prepared and had stumps and other obstacles. In these instancesltherUH
A h u ewpudddhover 8 to 1@eet above the groundihe door gunner would yell at us to
get out of the choppejyuickly as it was most vulnerable at this poifithe best way to get
out was to drop the rucksack, lower yourself on the skids and jump. There could be
injuries at the LZeven before the battle began.

The1di s fdani mal o day. At 0930 ton4620and ats
1010, roosters at XB96487. On the 1% the platoons move into ambush positiokige
are on some higher ground overlooking the Idieng river. The 18sees two platoons
do short air movements of no more than two km. On thedie platoon goes to Mai
Loci perhaps for security or a work detail. A letter comment on tfdslthat this area
is infested with bugs and that we ssed a 20 foot stream during the day. Through the
18", the company has platoons out in ambush locations with no enemy sightings.

The companydés frequent moves of 10 to
intended to survey the area to ensurettimatNVA did not surprise us as we were
covering the withdrawal of the 3darine Division.

On October 19, the company moves to the Mai Loc staging area and goes to Eagle Beach.

This may have been a reward for finding all of the enemy equipment as \westiaden

to the beach in early September. The brigade and division levels really enjoyed laying

20

out the captured equipment and taking photographs to show tangible signs of success.

October 211 November 3, 1969Around mid day on the 2we left EagleBeach and
landed at Mai Loc and then flew later to FSB Victory. Our mission abkiavas
firebase securityVictory was a small fire base withbattery of 155mm howitzers from
the 2/11" Artillery. The views from Victory were excellefytou could se the ocean

about 20 miles awaly it would have been a nice place to visit had there not been a war

going on. During the day, we periodically sent out a platoon to patrol the immediate
area. One ambush patrol wassout about 20 km to the east on 248. There were
minor enemy sightings but nothing significant. One day, the artillery must have been

bored and lowered a tube and did direct fire on a hill a few kilometers distant. | think that

President Nixon was scheduled to make a speech in eavlgnhber about Viet Nam

troop withdrawals. Many of us would have been happy to head to Bein Hoa the next day.

Someone must have had a radio and we picked up the armed forces radid station

rep

K i

weredisappointed hat Ni xonds speecsh Tovarditherermdtof s hor t en

October, the weather started to cool off and the nights were almost cold. Victory was
Asocked rwseforioarstraightdays during one intervabmall field mice ran
across us as we slept in our bunkers. | tiirdncaudit one and fed it €ation candyto
fatten it up
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There was a reported GHhHoi attempt but it failed as someone shot at the peradd.h u

Hoi 6 was the term for NVA or VCLfswasr enderi ng
difficult for the VC and NVA andn some instances, they defected to the US side. In this

case, the guy could not win.

About this time, | remember seeing a US jet fighter flying overhead and in a small
minded way, was jealous that the pilot would be back at the club that evening and
probably taking a warm shower. | was overlooking the numerous times when their
efforts had taken the heat off of our company and kept the enemy at bay.

Chapter 5 Republic Square and Randolph Glen. Teams near Camp
Evans and miscellaneous side trips (Novemb®&, 1969 to February 15,
1970)

Four US wounded by booby trapsNo known enemy killed.

In general, this is a period without much enemy contact. The monsoon season has begun
and helicopter operations toward the NVA strongholds are not feasible. Nbtheub

NVA took advantage of this time and moved weapons and ammunition and prepared
bunkers for the next fighting season.
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November 4 was a quick stop at Camp EvMike Aird remembered that the company
came in at the helicopter pad and looking acrospdldeand seeing a jeep and two men
standingnexttoitil coul dn' t di s c e rTheconipanylefittes e peopl e
chopper pad and walked to the company aByathe time we got there, | estimate about
five minutes CPT Moore was waiting and he wastter than hell.lt turns out one of the
men at the chopper pad was the division commander and not one man salutétdenhim.
company commandehewed on us for what seemed like an eternitye were then
provided with Grations and were back on the cpeppad going out to the field within
an hour of arriving and going back out to the buShortesstandout in battalion

hi st @MVogst llkaly the short turnaround was planned and was not related to the
saluting matter.]

November 5 to November 14, 1®6The main mission was securing thé"Ehgineers
whowere building a roadnd clearing vegetatiaabout 10 km SSW of Camp Evans.

This was probably the Rakkasan road from FB Jack through rocket ride to FB Rakkasan
This was low terrain not too muchake sea level and full of mosqué The first

platoon made a few trips back to FSB Victory. As in the past, this may have been to
secure people who were extracting equipment and supplies that should have been
removed earlier. The platoons also conddcome RIF operations in the general area of
the engineersWe had another shot in the foot incident on th& 1@bout this time |

become the company executive offieeth duties at Camp Evans

Weather repoii rainy and cool on the 12 | see a nie that Camp Evans received 73
inches of rain in October, perhaps a record. This sounds a bit high.

Another aimal reporii a unit nearby shot a 400 pound tiger

About this time, the company organization changes from four rifle platoons to three
platoors. | would have to speculate on the reasons: shortages of officer and NCO
leaders or fewer soldiers in the pipeline so that it was not possible to fill up four platoons.

On Nov 12, CPT Moore had to go in for emergency dental surgery. | filled innfiofolni

a day or two. One of the days involved a conalsaulin the area just north of the hills
south of Camp Evans. The battalion commander, LTC Pinney, had me ride with him in
hiscommand and controC&C) helicopter. We inserted one platoon andaémed

quiet. A short while latechaos reigned Someone in the platoon on the ground had
kicked a hornés nest and the bees attacked furiously. Some of the men dropped their
weapons and ran to a nearby stream to get away. We could see somaativityfrom

the chopper. | sensed that my military career was quickly coming to & cfoseget a
chance tauntheshovand get overrun by bees. Sever al
to extreme allergic retions. Jim Lee was with the platoan thegroundand recalls that
some men were bitten about 100 times and were nearly unconsemtisnately, there
wasno enemy in the area to take advantage.
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Thomas Stubbs received a purple heart for an action on November 13, 1969. Not sure
where this took flace. The journal mentions some movement at a platoon NDP where M
79 and mortar rounds were employgeerhaps Thomas caught a fragment.

November 16. | am assigned to the Camp Evans base defense staff so my reporting will
be solely from the journals uhearlyJanuary, 1970 when | returm €harlie Company!

think I realized it in a general sense at the tif@aving the field robbed me of continuity
with the guys in the platoon. To some extent, it was like being pulled from your family
and being puin a foster home.

The base defense job was to coordinate the defense of Camp iBeanly perimeter

security. Each unit had responsibility for a sector and put guards out at night. The

disciplineof the soldiers at Evans was not the higlfst field units sent their

underperformers to the reamdamong support unitshere were some cases of drug

overdoses while pulling guard dut¢amp Evankad a 40 mm -dirQaftst er 0 ant i
wegpon t hat h a douldputodta dptayos amana. dt alsad searchlights

that could be bounced off of clouds to give soltuination. | believeEvans also fired

a lot of artillery in the H&I mode each evenin@bout 800 unobserved rountisit was

highly inefficient. No doubt most of this shootimgastom ef f ect . vewbssw Year O
interesting at Evans. Many soldiers grabbed their weapons and filled the sky with tracers,

regular ammunition, and flare3.he sky looked like the Fourth of July on the

Washington DC mallMy recollection is that at leastie helicopter was destroyed by

fire due to the flares. The rear area was somewhat out of contrelbrigade

commander called all unit representatives into his TOC and chewed some bultt.

November 15 November 19, 1969The company appears to be spfitat this point.

The company CP is on FSBakkasan The second platoon continues road security for

the engineers. The first and third platoons divide into about gigimanrecon teams

(and locate about 10 km west®ékkasan This is gettingclose o t he heart of
Countryand is just a few km from the future FSB Ripcor@rom the journals, | get the
impression that the enemy was very deliberate in making attacks on US forces since they
were greatly outgunned in firepower. They would prdypétail a US unit for several

days before making an attack, mosdynight. Perhaps that is why inserting the first and

third platoons so far out but keeping them there for a shole wiais not an unreasonable

risk.

St

A rifle company was like an elepnt, thrashing through the jungle. The elephant

stretched over several hundred meters and by its nature was noisy, often losing the

el ement of surprise. Many sol diers comment e
ambushedo and vol unteamgart® pin theobattal®n reconmlatoon r e ¢ o n
that frequently operated in sr@lteams. They felt that thethance®f survivalwere

better using this tactic, even though they were vulnerable to larger size NVA forces.

Sincethe NVA rarely massed infiger groups, this concern was not a high one.

On the 17, an element (4th platoon?) was inserted at YD 493a64ut 10 km south of
Rakkasahand located a bunker at YD 486226.
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November 20, 1969Second platoomemains with the engineers afiidt platoon,third
platoon,and CP come to Evans.

November 21, 1969First platoonthird platoonandthe CP combat assatdt the

flatlands just a few kilometers SW of Evans at the end of the Siegond platoorromes

in from the fieldto Evans.Even thoughhe lowlands were marshy in spots with
countlessnosquitoesthere were attractive features. Jim Lee recalls patrolling near a
destroyed church, perhaps attacked during Tet 1968, where flocks of brightly colored
parakeets and wild orchids were prevalent.

November 22, 1969First platoonmakes a day trip up to FSB Victory to assist with
closing. Second platoorC A 6 s lotaton @ew km from FSBRakkasan Third platoon
forms five ambush teams near the $&wo Rver and where the terrain rises aboukih®
south of Evans.

November 23, 1969Third platoonremains in the team area near the SondRRBer. 48
women are detained and turned over to the ARVN for being in an off limits area. The
teams find one bunker used recenthst platoonis at Evangrepared to secure LZ
construction teams arsgtcond platoois standing down at Evans.

November 24 25, 1969 First platoonremains at EvansSecond platooiis inserted
along the Song Bo Rivernearh i r d pe&nast Theyiind s few bunkers ab60t
days old. The 25" is cold and wet.

November 26, 1969First platoonremains at Evansandh i r d pednstare o n 6 s
extracted and return to EvanSecond platoomloes an air move to a location four km to
the west.

November 27. Happy Thanksgivingll elements are at Camp Evans for the
Thanksgiving meal.

November 28.First platoonandsecond platoomove to locations about one km apart to
the ridge line south of Camp Evanarst platoonfinds a few hooches and sees two
enemy running away; thesngage with no results.

November 29, 1969Third platoonjoins the other platoons in tlsamegeneral area and
findsa hoochand some minor enemy items.

November 30, 1969. The company moves from its field locations to Camp Evans and
then flys to Mai La.

December I December 2, 1969The company moves to FSB Shemhand provides
security for an artillery raid. The idea of an artillery raid is to quickly bring in artillery
tubes and put out a lot of fire on suspected enemy locations before theleasetmeo
react. Shephd is about 5 km SW from FSB Victory.
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Wildlife plays a role. On Dec 1, 1969, 2/17th Cav spotted 10 elephants and employed
ARA on them. Two were killed and four wounded. They were reported tohaave

large tusks. | supposkdy were used by NVA as pack animals to move munitions.

There areeports of water buffalo also usad pack animals (Apr 5, 1970 battalion

journal). Aphacompany killed a 150 pound black bear in a mechanical ambush on June
20, 1970. Jul 1, 1970Bravo company had a mechanical ambush triggered by a snake.

December 31. Charlie ©@mpany arrivesit Eagle Beacthe end of the day ddec 3

December 5 December 9, 1969. The first and third platoons move to Camp Carrol to

construct the alternate tactiagerations centdiTOC) for 3d brigadéneadquarters

Carrol is up north in Quang Tri province about 15 km NE of FSB Victory. Second

platoon has four ambush teams on rocket r{@igecall hearing the term rocket ridge and

am not cert athasanhefren. Tthe gereraliidea wagthat the enemy could

set up rocket launchers on thigh ground near our base caam observe their impact

and make adjustments or t hi s story, Il 611 define rocket
Camp Evans from th8ong Bo on the east to grid coordinates YC 380286) Dec 7",

second platoohears five enemgind engagelsut had negative result©n the ¢, second

platoonmade a slight change in their location via Evans and air move back out.

December 10, 1969%irst platoonandthird platoonreturn to Evans and then back out to
the fidd in the general vicinity of second platoohe company is on rocket ridgear

the Song Bsouth of EvansOne platoon found a map showing Camp Evans, Camp
Sally, and Camp Egle although it may have been blown out of a helicopter.

December 11, 1969. The second platoon apprehended five females near the Song Bo,
some with proper ID and some without.
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December 12, 1969 to January 1, 1970. Pkisodwas a continuation of §fiing the

company into eight man teams in the vicinity of rocket rid@& some days, the platoons
would consolidate and conduct PAS (patrol and surveillance) operations. The old term

RIF (reconnaissance iiorce) was out as that sounded too aggressivethat

AVietnami zationd was a top priority. Appar e
activity such as moving supplies from the population centers to the NVA in the

mountains, sniping at US forces, and laying booby traps. On thed&nd platoon

received a few sniper rounds athitd platoonfound a recently used trail. On the™.6

Colonel Bradley takes over 3d Brigade. The terafureesachday is between 62 and 68

degres with light rain. Not the most comfortable for the infantryman. Setierak, the
platoons would air move back to Evans and then be reinsertedsartiegeneral area.

The third platoon spots four enemy on December 23 and engages but has negative results.

Merry Christmas. It appears that most or all of the company podlekito Camp Evans
early on the 28 for Christmas dinner (Operation Holly) and then returned to rocket ridge
later in the day.

On the 28! third platoorfinds a large bunker, booby trapped with US hand grenades.
The 29" and 30" had first platoon plihg bunker line security at Camp Evans. Second
platoon had this mission a few days later.

January 2 to January 11, 1970. The company moves ab@@t Kb to the northwest to
a low areawvestof Camp Evanand two km north of FB Sworthetween the Songhic
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Ma and Song O Lau rivers (it appears from the tactical maps that rivers have different
names at different locations)!

On the &', third platoonfinds a 500 pound bomb on a trdikt appeared to have been
placedrather than dropped from an airitraThenext day, thesecond platoon finds an
old bunker and a rusty AK7. Trails with recent activity are found in this areghird
platoonreceived somemall armdire on the & while at an LZ On the 1%, third
platoonfound an NVArucksackwith binoculars and miscellaneous items.

Battalion training. The company conducts training at Camp Evans from January 12
January 20. It appears that the battalion tries to scheduleng acouple of timesach

year when other priorities allow. By Jamy 9", | was able to get back to Charlie

Company as executive officer and platoon leader, having been at the base defense job just
short of two months. | had missed the camaraderie of the infantry guys.

|l did not fully apprrecirat evhteme |i mvaor ti ann d eh eo f
Nam. | expected that we would get whatever we needed and that supplies and

ammunition would magically appear. The rear consisted of the support elements that

provided logistical and administrative support to the figgrting the war. There may

have been an officer who served as the company executive officer. | served as company

exec for a short while and just remember a few instances: MAJ Ford, the battalion

executive officer storming down to the company likeging bull over some detail that

the company failed to provide; going to the hospital in Phu Bai to see if the wounded
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were in countryor hadpersonal effects to pick up; taking the company mascot by jeep to
Phu Bai tahave him immunized against rahieghe first sergeant was normally a master
sergeant with many years of Army experience. Working for the first sergeant was a
supply sergeant, communications sergeant, armorer, administrative clerks, and others.

Some of the rear personnel were highly mdaadabecause they were just one chopper
ride from the rest of the company in the jungle. John Georggtoemberseveral
months latefihow if the guy in the rear area who was suppose ttheuneal (THE HOT
MEAL) together for us for resupply screwed i, newould end up in the field with us
because Zippo wouldn't let anyonelie rear screw us over. | think at one time we had
three of thosendividuals infirst platoon. | always remember how much Zippo stuck up
for the men in the field. | have usecktprinciple often in life for thpeople that work for
me. He taught us all some great lessons irdlife.

The base camp at Evans had a number of fsea
orderly room. The company may have had a jeep for admin runs. rtheefigeant ran

all of the Adetail s0 necessary for the daily
battalion mess hall, occasional Camp Evans bunker duty, drawing ammunition and
supplies from various ASPOs ands,adtipepl y poi nt

disposal of human waste by burning in 55 gallon drums (ignited with diesel fuel).

The infantry soldiers were in the rear area infrequently. The rear was a transit point
going on R&R or coming backA few timesa year, the battalion would cento Evans

for training. After an extended period in the field, the company might also come to
Evans to get supplies and rest before heading out again. During the monsoon season
when the company operated closer to Evans, sniper teams and recon teams were
employed in the hills for a week at a time. These teams would rotate back though Evans
for a night or two before being redeployedost men had good memories of the rear
where you could get a shower, clean clothes, a hot meal other tzdios, a cal beer

or two, and possibly a trip to the Post Exchange.

The rear was also a temporary respite for men recovering from battle injuries, jungle
infections, or other medical I ssues. Some n
would keep them at Ewns for weeks or longer. The first sergeant would keep these men
productively employed and most were more than happy to be working at Evans rather

than returning to the field. The first sergeant therefore had a good deal of power and
responsibility. Havas t asked by the company commander
requirements such as six man recon teams. The first sergeant decided who stayed at

Evans and who went to the field. To my knowledge, these assignments were made fairly

and equitably. In some cas#isese decisions intersected with the randomness of combat

in determining who was wounded or killed.

The rear may have been a respite for veterans who had seen too much combat or who
were getting short (less than a month on their tour). This was a guddpy the company
commander and first sergeant and may have varied over time. There was extreme
pressure from battalion to keep as many men in the field, fighting the enemy, as possible.
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This is understandable. Sometimes the battalion would have angrspnd every man
from the rear who was not absolutely essential to the battalion firebase to pull security
duty.

| met some interesting characters serving as company exec in the rear, a place mostly
unrelated to the jungle combat. There wgsungtruck driver who was not the sharpest
soldier. I believe he waabout 18 years old and an alotib. We gave him a coke in the
morning to sober him upHe may have delivered supplies to our company. He may also
have been involved in some black marketwiintis as he flashed a big wad of MPC
(military payment certificatesne day many hundreds or thousands and he did not
seem to care if he lost it in an MPC conversiwhen the old money was made worthless
and replaced with new

The rear was also a saal place somewhat removed from the places a few miles distant
where men were fighting and dieing. An example would be the division headquarters at
Camp Eagle, a few miles distant. Many division headquarters people were far removed
from the war. They ere performing important functions that supported the men in the
field but were in no danger themselves. Typically the division staff people wore starched
fatigues and spishined their boots. | ate in the division mess hall one day wearing my
crumpleddt i gues and Awhiteo boots (where the bl
many miles in the jungle) and felt like the assorted division staff looked at me with some
sort of disdain as though a field soldier was a lower life form. Perhaps they harbored
sone guilt that they were not participating in the war in a more direct way. The irony of
the fact that those doing the actual fighting were looked down upon by the REMF
element made an impression on me.

January 21, 1970. The company moves to an area Abéum SE of Camp Evans
bounded by rocket ridge to the south and the Song Bo river to theleastemgrature

gets down to 50 degrees at night with wind and rain, feeling ddidre are small

villages in the area and a local route 554 passes throngh lsamlets. The terrain is low
and marshy with numerous streams. Each platoon is inserted in the general area; third
platoon hits a booby trap not far from their LZ. The hand grenade booby trap wounds
four meni two seriously at YD 583246. Line #§Rodney Luskhas shrapnel in his leg;
Line # 113 is more serious and has his leg blown off. Both are takiemhospital ship.

The lightly wounded are sent to the medical company at Camp Eveersemnber this
event, hearing of the booby traps overrthdio. | must have been back to my old job as
first platoon leader and about two km from the incidéfrttis is probably a good example
of the isolation of units within theamecompany and why it inecessaryo get numerous
inputs to this story. Evetmough just a mile away, you had no way of knowing that
someone had a traumatic injuogher than hearinthe reporon the radio. Since | did

not see the injury, it did not affect me as much as it did those who were closedally

did not like woking in a booby trap area and would rather take my chances with enemy
soldiers using rifles. Areas such as this generally did not have NVA units but did have
the local VC who would emplace the booby tra@enerally, the company found itself in
areas proe to booby traps during the late Fall and Winter since the weather forced the
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battalion to work areas closer to Camp Evans where road resupply was sometimes
possible.

Notes: first platoon (31) goes in at 0848; third platoon (33) at 0850 and CP and sec
platoon (32) at 0903. A squad from third platoon hitdahebytrapat 0936.

January 22, 1970 to February 15, 1970. The company continued in this general area for
about three weeks. On the"26he second platoguoint mantriggereda booby tragn

high elephangrass. Point and slatiad minor cuts to arms and legs and were evacuated

in alog bird to C Co, 326 Med.The point man was the lead element in a column and in
most cases was the first to make contact with the enemy. In heavy jhegbeint man

might be hacking his way through the vegetation with a machete. The slack man was
there to protect the point man and to provide a second set of eyes. The slack would also
return heavy fire to suppress the enemy if engageeimember one stance where my

platoon was moving slowly and | moved up to the point to ask him what was taking so
long. He pointed out that the vegetation was like a wall and he was having difficulty
cutting through it. | must have been frustrated and told himthaeif coul dndt cut
through, to fall forward so we could make progress. He leaned forward but the brush was

so thick that he coul dnot even fal/l f orward.

words to describthat part ofViet Nam.
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