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Preface 

 

This is about C Company, 1
st
 Battalion 506

th
 Infantry, 3d Brigade, 101

st
 Airborne 

Division (Airmobile) from May 1969 until the end of October 1970.  It is a story of the 

men, the jungle, and their enemy as they conducted military operations in the northern 

part of what was then called South Viet Nam.  The story is based on the battalion journals 

or short notes of key events made by men assigned to the battalion headquarters who 

manned the radios.  The journals recorded the time units were at various locations and 

key events such as engagements with the enemy.  The battalion journals are the skeleton 

of the story and provide who, what, and where but it is the recollections of Charlie 

Company members, where available, that flesh out the story and provide the human and 

emotional context of the trek of Charlie Company throughout its assigned areas of 

responsibility. 

 

Who can tell the story of Charlie Company?  No one person had a vantage point from 

which to view the daily sequences and to record them for posterity.  The infantry tactics 

spread platoons from a few hundred meters to several kilometers from each other.  In 

most places, the jungle was so dense, that a person could not see what was occurring 50 

meters to his front.  When contact was made with the enemy, some of those who saw the 

brunt of the battle were either killed or wounded and evacuated and not to return to the 

unit. 

 

Had Charlie Company members been brought together within a year or two of their 

service periods, memories and recollections would have been relatively fresh.  Had the 

internet existed at the time, it may have served as a means of connecting company 

members who dispersed to every state of the union and beyond.  Keep in mind that men 

arrived and left as individuals so that there really was not an opportunity to collect the 

company and review the history and the lessons learned.  Motivation to connect was 

generally lacking shortly after menôs combat tours.  The war had not been popular.  

Wives and family members beckoned for attention.  Many had a strong desire to put the 

war out of their conscious thoughts and to get on with life.  A powerful and devious force 

could not have designed a better mechanism for engaging thousands of men in a hellish 

environment and then diminishing their ability to gather and talk to each other about what 

they had encountered together - to unburden themselves.  Short of a mammoth and 

expensive research effort which has not been available, these are some reasons why the 

story of Charlie Company can only be told in pieces.  Nevertheless, with the aid of 

dozens of members of Charlie Company and using what military records exist, it is 

possible to get oneôs hands around the most significant pieces of the Charlie Company 

story. 

 

Why begin this effort after almost forty years?  For me, family responsibilities and 

getting into the work force were reasons to preempt an effort to put the story together in a 

timely manner.  Decades after the conflict, I remembered key events but was getting 

fuzzy about the sequence.  Having recently retired from work, I had an opportunity to do 

some research.  Writing the story of Charlie Company would help me rethink my time as 

an infantryman with the benefit of hindsight.  More importantly, it would allow me to 
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appreciate better the challenges other members of the company faced, their achievements, 

and the price they paid.  The guys in Charlie Company were special, not because they had 

skills or traits that quickly distinguished them from men of other rifle companies.   They 

were special because collectively they faced a unique array of the most difficult 

challenges of the war and largely came out standing on their feet.  They adapted to each 

different environment, relying on each otherôs skills that contributed to the successes of 

squads, platoons, and the company. 

 

After Viet Nam, no jobs that I held had the intensity of my year in Viet Nam.  The 

emotions we experienced there ran the spectrum from sheer boredom to utter terror and 

the latter frequently of the extreme variety.  As Michael P. Kelly, author of ñWhere we 

were in Viet Namò commented:  óNothing in my lifetime has ever approached the 

intensity of emotion or heights of experience of that which painted the 11 months I spent 

in [Viet Nam].ô Mark Hendrickson, a company member put it slightly differently, ñI have 

often compared my experience in Vietnam to eating very hot, spicy food for a long time 

and returning to the ñworldò was like taking all the spice away making everything very 

bland.  It took a long time to get over that feeling and I donôt think I have completely 

gotten over that feeling, even today.ò 

 

I also got used to the directness of combat ï at the platoon level things were simple yet 

often terrifying.  You settled all arguments with your weapons and skill.  Later I found 

that ñreal lifeò was more complicated and sometimes more frustrating.  Nevertheless I did 

adapt somewhat and did not try to solve problems with an M-16. 

 

Another reason for the story is to provide a structure on which others could hang their 

recollections.  Most soldiers remember patrolling, fire fights, rucksacks, their buddies, 

fire bases, air assaults, and Eagle Beach but might struggle to lay it out in sequence.  

Everyone got a different sized piece of Charlie Company.  Some men were wounded in 

their first few months and did not return to the field.  Most officers spent time in the field 

and the remaining time in a staff job.  A number of infantrymen spent almost their entire 

year in the field which certainly qualified as a big piece of Charlie Company.  As a 

platoon leader, I was one or two levels up from the infantryman and did not have a full 

appreciation of what the company, battalion, brigade, and division levels were 

encountering.  Most of the time, I did not even know the specifics of what the other 

platoons were doing.  Today, collectively, we have the potential to tell a fuller story of 

Charlie Company over this time period.  I believe that after researching the period and 

communicating with company members, I certainly have a better understanding of our 

combat operations than I did forty years ago, more respect for the soldiersô achievements, 

and more empathy for the jobs of the higher level commanders. 

 

No doubt, many soldiers have done their best to forget the horrors of combat and find it 

unpleasant to resurrect old memories.  I fully respect this viewpoint.  Nevertheless, many 

of us have spouses, former spouses, children and grandchildren who may be curious 

about their family memberôs service in Viet Nam.  Were you ever in a war, Grandpa?  

What was it like?  As an example, my father served in World War II and I have a rough 

idea of what he did, but we never really talked about it.  I would have liked to read a story 
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that followed his unit as they battled to enter Germany.  Perhaps this story can help others 

appreciate the very long year their loved ones spent in Viet Nam. 

 

A last reason and perhaps the most important is to attempt to explain how challenging it 

was to be an infantry soldier in the 101
st
 Airborne at that time.  Pilots, artillery men, 

tankers, engineers and others were essential and in many, many instances, heroic.  Yet I 

believe, day in and day out, only the infantryman on the ground fully experienced the 

intensity and raw emotions of the battlefield.  During the height of the war with 550,000 

soldiers in Viet Nam, perhaps no more than ten percent were in the field, in close contact 

with the enemy on any given day.   I believe that describing the ordeals of the infantry 

soldier will help elicit the respect he deserves from a public that had little idea of the 

combat then and a public that probably is still uninformed of the dangers and lethality of 

the Viet Nam battlefield at that time and place. 

 

Most professions have their jargon and the US Army is certainly near the top with their 

distinctive terminology.  Iôll attempt to explain some terms used in this story such as 

ñpink teamò and ARA so that the non-military person can understand the events.  Iôll 

admit that I had forgotten some of the terms and had to Google them to refresh my 

memory.   Also, each page will probably contain military time and grid coordinates.  

Military time uses a 24 hour clock so that 3PM is 1500 hrs and 10 PM is 2200 hrs.  Most 

grid coordinates in the story locate a point to the nearest hundred meters on the military 

tactical map (scale 1:50,000).  For example, YC 313951 gives a location in grid zone 

designator ñYCò and 300 meters East and 100 meters north of the intersections of the 31 

(East-West) line and the 95 (North-South) line.  It is not necessary to refer to a map to 

follow the story. 
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Introduction  
 

The 101
st
 Airborne Division served in Viet Nam from 19 Nov 1967 to 10 Mar 1972.  The 

division found itself in some of the most difficult areas in Viet Nam and had the second 

highest casualty rate, next to the 25
th
 Infantry Division.  The period May 1969 to mid 

1970 was one of the most intense for the 101
st
. 

 

Killed in Action (KIA) numbers as a measure of combat intensity were fairly evenly 

distributed among the rifle companies in the 1
st
 Battalion 506

th
 Infantry.  From May 1, 

1969 to July 31, 1970, KIAôs were: 

 

 

Unit  KIA  

  

Alpha Company 43 

Bravo Company 27 

Charlie Company 36 

Delta Company 37 

Echo Company 3 

HHC 11 

  

Total 157 

 

 

 

Charlie Company also had many men wounded in 1969-1970.  Some of the wounded 

men had traumatic injuries including the loss of limbs.  For many, forty year old battle 

wounds limit their physical activities today and are a constant reminder of the price they 

paid in combat.  The ratio of wounded to killed is a bit greater than 4:1.  Military records 

on wounded personnel are much less precise than those of KIAôs.  The efficiency of the 

medical system quickly evacuated wounded men to distant hospitals, Japan, or back to 

the US.  Morning reports and unit rosters are generally not available for that period and 

would not have provided much detail on those wounded.  Even purple heart records are 

somewhat hit or miss and not as centralized as other service awards. 

 

 

Charlie Company Wounded in Action (WIA) 

 

Hostile Fire 115 

Injuries, sickness, friendly fire 44 

 

 

Just being in the field without enemy contact would result in attrition of the companyôs 

field strength due to heat exhaustion, malaria, severe infections, and injuries.  A rough 

estimate would be that the company would lose a man each day to one of these causes 

although the person would usually return to the company after medical treatment. 
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Field sickness and injuries were one category of immediate debilitation.  Another 

category that presented itself at the time as well as later was the psychological injury 

category. 

 

Today we recognize post traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and note the psychological 

cost of intense combat long after the battles are over.  It would be impossible to measure 

the PTSD impact on the five hundred plus men of Charlie Company (that is the total of 

men who passed through and served from 1969 to 1970) but it might be safe to say that 

all were impacted to some degree or another.  Some disorders showed up in Viet Nam 

and some after returning to the US.  As an example of the former, on April 15, 1970, 

ñrecon platoon requests a medevac for man with severe mental strain who was a danger 

to himself and others out in the field.ò  Conversations with a small sample of men who 

served in Charlie Company indicate that there are a good number of men who have 

required medical treatment for PTSD and others who have symptoms but have adjusted 

in their own way to deal with the problem. 

 

A comparison of the time periods on each side of this story shows that C Company lost 

four KIA from Aug 70 to July 71 (the war was winding down at this time and 

Vietnamization or pacification was the main effort); the entire battalion lost only 15 

during that succeeding year.  During the preceding year (1968-1969), Charlie Co lost 16 

KIA from July 68 to July 69 and the 1/506 overall lost 74 KIA.  For the men of Charlie 

Company, 1969-1970 was a rough time in a series of rough neighborhoods. 

 

Most of the historical information presented in this story is derived from the battalion 

tactical operations center (TOC) journals which are maintained at the National Archives 

in College Park Maryland.  The journals can vary from a few pages to nearly twenty 

pages on a busy day.  From time to time, Charlie Company would be placed under the 

operational control (OPCON) of another battalion and those battalionôs journals would 

record the movements of Charlie Company.  Additional information is available from 

brigade S3 journals, those from supporting units such as air cavalry or combat aviation, 

and other divisional records.  The reader will notice that parts of the story are very 

austere, listing dates and locations and some summary activity while other parts have a 

much fuller narrative.  A presence or a lack of first-hand, supporting information is the 

primary reason for this difference.  In the best cases, the story employs personal 

recollections as well as award citations to add to the journal entries while some dates only 

pull from the battalion records. 

 

Like most men in Charlie Company, I wrote letters home ï most to my wife and 

infrequently to other family members.  I averaged a letter every 2-3 days.  My former 

wife was kind enough to keep my letters and I have used them to pin down some dates 

and to comment on more mundane matters such as weather, terrain, and wildlife.  We did 

not pay postage and just wrote ñFreeò where a stamp would go.  The mail service in Viet 

Nam was excellent.  Mail came out with resupply helicopters and outgoing mail could be 

given to a chopper door gunner who would mail it when he returned to the base camp.  

Many door gunners were former infantry soldiers and had the greatest empathy for the 
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guys on the ground.  Packages were also received but these were normally held until the 

company was on a fire base or rear installation for a few days where small boxes could be 

delivered and enjoyed. 

  

I worked for two company commanders from mid 1969 to mid 1970.  We were fortunate 

to have two outstanding leaders who had a wealth of combat experience in Viet Nam.  

Four battalion commanders covered this same period.  Much has been written about the 

Army policy of rotating key commanders after no more than six months on the job during 

the Viet Nam war (later, the Army realized the errors of its ways and does unit rotations 

now).  No doubt this policy of frequent rotations contributed to an increased casualty rate 

as those battalion commanders had to learn their jobs and became familiar with their 

areas of operations.  

 

CPT William Stymiest commanded Charlie Company from approximately January 1969 

to June 1969.  I arrived after CPT Stymiest left Charlie Company so I cannot provide any 

first hand information about him. 

 

CPT Reggie Moore assumed command in June 1969 and was followed by CPT Mark 

Smith in late March 1970.  Reggie had had a prior Viet Nam tour with the 82d Airborne 

Division, was executive officer to HHC, 3d Brigade, 101
st
 Airborne and ran a mortar 

platoon and rifle platoon in the 1
st
 Battalion, 506

th
.  Reggieôs radio call sign at one point 

was ñFarmerò so that became his nickname.  I had not known him at West Point as he 

was in a regiment on the opposite side of the barracks.  I always felt that Reggie was a 

top notch company commander and always felt secure that he was doing everything 

possible to provide support to the rifle platoons.  He always had a smile on his face and 

inspired people to be upbeat or at least he did me.  I happened to be on R&R in Hawaii 

when the company was hit hard on FSB Granite.  I remember seeing Reggie as I returned 

and he was somewhat down after the battle losses.  I should have done a better job of 

consoling and supporting him during that time of stress.  

 

Markôs nickname was ñZippo.ò  He brought a wealth of experience to the company as he 

had been in Viet Nam for several years.  Sometimes he carried an AK-47 rifle and kept a 

small bottle of fine cognac in his rucksack for medicinal purposes.  He spoke Vietnamese 

and used US firepower to maximum advantage against the enemy.  He was not always 

diplomatic ï I recall one instance with Zippo when the battalion commander flew in to 

discuss an upcoming operation.  After explaining the plan, the battalion commander 

asked Zippo for his thoughts.  Zippo replied, ñthatôs the dumbest thing I ever heard of éò 

and proceeded to explain what should be done.  Mark was very highly regarded by the 

men who served with him. 

 

Most of the enlisted men going to Vietnam went to the ñRepo Depotò at Oakland 

California.  There they turned in their stateside clothing issue and were given four or five 

sets of jungle fatigues.  They kept this issue with them until they arrived at their final 

assignment in RVN.  There, the men turned in those uniforms to the company supply and 

were issued clean clothes at each re-supply in the field.   
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Welcome to Viet Nam.   

 

In July, 1969, all 101
st
 soldiers flew into Tan Son Nhut Airbase near Saigon.  I believe we 

flew into this air base on contract planes that were essentially civilian airliners.  Mike 

Aird recalls flying on a Saturn Airlines DC-8 that lost an engine and had to be diverted 

into the Philippines; the flight attendants were somewhat matronly compared to what was 

the norm in the civilian industry.  Buzz Buzzell remembers his arrival date as it was the 

same date Ho Chi Minh died, Sep 2, 1969.  Tan Son Nhut was a safe area although the 

VC may have rocketed the air base from time to time to annoy the US forces.  From there 

we went to a nearby base called Bein Hoa where the 101
st
 had its initial training school, 

ñP School,ò or ñSERTS (Screaming Eagle Replacement Training School).  Later, this 

school moved north to Camp Evans, the 3d Brigade base camp.  The training was basic 

but good.  I remember that we were issued M-14's for training at Ft Benning, so Viet 

Nam was the first place where I had an M-16 and learned to take it apart and clean it.  

You can believe that I paid close attention in that class.  We even went on a patrol or two.  

P school received a rocket attack one day and everyone was encouraged to run to the 

bunkers.  I remember seeing the smoke from the rocket impact. 

 

The initial training was for all 101st soldiers so that most of the men that you trained with 

would go to other battalions.  I remember peoples' faces fairly well and do recall that on 

my way out a year later, I recognized several men from our introductory training.  I noted 

that most of the baby faces of 18 and 19 year old PFC's had shifted dramatically to those 

of battle tested veterans and realized that they would never fully regain their youthful 

innocence. 

 

After P School, we flew up north to our units.  The 1/506
th
 had its rear base at Camp 

Evans, very near the coast and just north of the city of Hue.  Probably after a day or so 

picking up a rucksack and weapon, the soldier was on a log bird (logistics helicopter) to 

the field to join the company.  Soldiers spent most of their year tour in the field with only 

brief training periods at Camp Evans or a break at Eagle Beach. 

 

The Army in Viet Nam used a process of individual replacements rather than unit 

replacements as employed today.  In the field, Charlie company strength varied from a 

low of 45 men to a high of 105 during the period.  As men were killed or wounded, 

individuals would come in as replacements whenever the situation allowed.  During the 

period of this story, I have documented the names of over 500 men that had served in the 

unit.  The company was broken down into platoons.  The journal indicates that the 

company had four platoons until November 1969 and then only mention is made of three 

platoons.  I recall only 13 men in my platoon around August 1969 and never got higher 

than about 30.  Perhaps the three platoon structure made more sense and allowed the 

larger size platoon to break into two independent units.  Toward the end of my tour, the 

9th Infantry Division and others were leaving VN and soldiers recently assigned to those 

divisions were then reassigned to infantry divisions remaining in country.  We got several 

from the 9th and they were not too happy as the reputation for the 101's fighting in the A 

Shau Valley was not what they were looking for. 
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Where were the old-line non-commissioned officers (NCOôs)?  At Ft Benning, 

lieutenants were told not to worry if we were not confident about some tactical procedure 

- that our old Army, senior NCO platoon sergeant would be there to make things work.    

I almost never saw a senior NCO in the field.  They were all in rear areas running clubs, 

PX's, etc.  In fairness to them, they may have spent a tour in the woods previously and 

decided that a rear job was preferable if they had to return for a second or third tour.  I 

cannot fault their logic.  There were exceptions and SFC Frank Foronda and SSG James 

Lockett were two, serving in the field during some of the heaviest fighting.   

 

The Army figured out ways to solve the NCO problem.  One avenue allowed an 

outstanding soldier to advance to the rank of sergeant or even staff sergeant during his 

one year tour and several did.  We also got men who graduated from the NCO school at 

Benning and these were known as ñshake and bakes.ò  Many of these NCOôs were very 

good, especially with technical knowledge of mines and explosives.  My first platoon 

sergeant was Steven Clegg who was an excellent E5 and who had seen some recent 

fighting in the Ashau Valley - Currahee area.  Steven Clegg distinguished himself during 

some of the heavy fighting in August 1969. 

 

We wore jungle fatigues which were made of a light weight and quick drying fabric ï 

ideal for the mostly hot and humid climate.  Some men carried a ñjungle sweaterò which 

was nice to have when on a mountain top and the temperature dropped into the 40ôs.  

Another optional item was a rain jacket which was better suited to stationary positions as 

walking with one would cause sweating the inside of the jacket and making the wearer as 

wet as if he were exposed to the rain.  Mostly, we were well camouflaged although we 

did not mark up our faces with camouflage stick routinely.  The smaller recon teams may 

have made use of face and hands camouflage paint.  We wore the non-camouflaged 

version of the 101
st
 Airborne Division patch which was bright white and yellow.  This 

must have been a macho, ñin your faceò look meant to intimidate the enemy. 

 

You want it, you carry it.  The infantry soldier had two levels of gear ï fighting gear and 

the rucksack.  We carried load bearing equipment (LBE) that was essentially a belt and 

harness to hang items such as grenades, canteens, canteen covers (filled with grenades), 

etc.  We also had bandoleers of M-16 ammunition strung on top of the LBE.  Machine 

gunners normally had two Rambo belts of ammo across their chest (some advised that 

this was not a good way to carry ammo ï better to keep it clean by leaving in the ammo 

can).  This was the fighting gear if you made enemy contact.  On top of this, we carried 

rucksacks with food, water, ammunition, IV bottles, claymores, gas masks, etc.  The 

rucksacks could be in the range of 50-80 pounds.  Generally after a full resupply before 

going on a new mission, the only way to get up with a rucksack was to back into it on the 

ground and then have someone pull you to your feet while swearing a bit.  Each soldier 

carried all of his food and water for a week or so in addition to the fighting gear.  After 

climbing 1,000 meter hills all day, most of us were fully whipped by evening.  One 

soldier commented that "there is no such thing as a mean mother f**ker under a 

rucksack."  I fully understood his meaning.  Someone might be a bad-ass standing on a 

street corner but not after dealing with a rucksack all day long.   
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When we moved as a company with one platoon following another, you might hear the 

lead platoon in a firefight, being several hundred meters behind the element in contact.  

We might drop the cumbersome rucksacks at that point and maneuver with the LBE.  

Another angle on the heavy load was how physically tired you were at the end of the day 

and ready for a good nightôs sleep.  This did not happen as security was normally no 

lower than 50% so half the people had to be awake for parts of the night.  Soldiers got to 

sleep in two hour intervals.  It was a rough grind. 

 

I remember one instance where we were climbing a very steep hill in an area where the 

peaks were in the 900-1,000 meter range.  At some points, we would need to pull 

ourselves up by grabbing smaller tree trunks for a hand hold.  During a climb, I heard a 

thud, and then a ñwham, wham, wham.ò  The machine gunner had lost his footing and 

rolled over and over, accelerating down the hill and stopping at a spot about 100 feet 

below.  Fortunately he was OK in that instance although the journal reports several 

similar falls over the year that required medical evacuation.  I also recall a personal 

instance where my platoon was crossing a small river on smooth river rocks.  I lost my 

footing and pitched forward with my rucksack pinning me on the rocks so that I was not 

able to move for several minutes.  I almost felt silly since I literally could not move and 

was glad there was no enemy about.  Most of the weight was on one fingernail that 

swelled up causing great temporary pain.  You can see that the heavy rucksack  made a 

lasting impression on me. 

 

The enemy was commonly referred to as gooks, dinks, or expletives.  I didn't care for 

disparaging the enemy for practical reasons as opposed to trying to be politically correct.  

My thinking was that you wanted to have a mindset that allowed you to fully respect the 

enemyôs capabilities.  Calling them gooks might cause soldiers to look down on the 

enemy and not be as alert and careful as they should be.  You also wanted to follow the 

rules of war and treat them with the respect that you would expect from them if a US 

soldier was captured.  Most soldiers had a grudging respect for the enemyôs ability to 

work and fight ï they dug some of the best bunkers and fought with minimum 

ammunition and were always short on food. 

 

Medical care in Viet Nam was excellent - once you got on the helicopter.  Every effort 

was made to evacuate the wounded expeditiously.  Medevac choppers would be escorted 

by attack helicopters should they receive enemy fire as they did on many occasions.  The 

main issues to the infantry forces were being socked in due to weather when the 

helicopters could not fly or being in such heavy contact that the birds could not safely 

land or hover.  Almost always, the medevac pilots gave little concern for their own safety 

when it was necessary to extract wounded soldiers.  The levels of evacuation may have 

been in order of seriousness of injury - C Company, 326th Medical Battalion at Camp 

Evans; 85th Evacuation Hospital in Phu Bai (YD879146); 22d Surgical Hospital in Phu 

Bai (YD 885149), sometimes 18
th
 Surgical Hospital in Quang Tri; the ships USS 

Sanctuary, USS Repose, or others (assigned to the Seventh Fleet, III MAF in the waters 

off of the coast near I Corps.  I believe the medical people on the helicopter would assess 

the nature of the injury and take the wounded to the level where the best care was 
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available.  They also knew which hospitals were overloaded so they could better 

distribute the patient load. 

 

Sometimes convalescing in-country was a pleasant interlude from the field.  Richard 

Hahn recalls that he and Doc Jones [probably Michael Jones and not Fred Jones; some 

confusion since both were medics] were sent to a hospital near Saigon to recover from 

shrapnel wounds suffered on August 6, 1969.  Richard said that they had a ñreal good 

time.ò 

 

Sounds of battle.  After a short while, most people could distinguish the difference 

between an AK rifle shot and an M16.  If a platoon was following another at a distance of 

a few hundred meters and shots rang out, you could tell whether it as all M-16, AK-47, or 

a mix.  In rare cases, the NVA used captured M16ôs against the US, adding confusion to 

the fight. 

 

Our own little world.  We operated as teams, platoons, and companies.  In most of our 

terrain the farthest a person could see might be 30 meters.  If the company was moving in 

a column of platoons, any one platoon could be several hundred meters from the lead 

platoon.  You knew they were up there but you definitely could not see them.  If the lead 

platoon made contact, you would hear it, drop rucksacks, and wait for orders as the 

adrenalin started to move through your system.  In the field, if you were in one platoon, 

you had infrequent contact with other platoons.  Today, I do not have a clear recollection 

of most of the other platoon leaders when I was in the field.  My main interest was my 

platoon and anyone very close by ï to some degree, the rest of the company was not 

relevant.  On a fire support base (FSB), there was a better opportunity to meet the rest of 

the company. 

 

A typical day found Charlie Company in the field with 70-80 men on the ground, 

organized into three or four platoons and a company CP (command post).  Perhaps a 

dozen more men were in the rear at Camp Evans providing support to the forward 

elements or recovering from injuries or wounds.  The first sergeant at Evans managed the 

personnel and supply support that was essential to the men in the field.  There were 

always a handful going to or coming from an R&R break. 

 

In the field, platoons operated separate from one another and the company CP attached 

itself to one of the platoons.  Platoons planned their movements for the day and assigned 

point duty to one of the squads.  Platoon leaders were focused on navigation and being 

prepared to employ fire support as needed.  The company CP received orders from the 

battalion tactical operations center, planned resupplies, and fire support from nearby fire 

bases.  The company commander had to react to injured and wounded men and 

coordinate their evacuation.  He spoke with the first sergeant about the timing of bringing 

new men to the field and how to handle serious personal problems such as a death in the 

family which might require an emergency leave.  The company commander probably 

allowed his RTOôs to handle routine calls from battalion so that he could concentrate on 

the daily movement and fighting.  He had to ñseeò the battlefield and fight off distractions 

from higher headquarters. 
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During 1969 to 1971, the 101
st
 Airborne Division operated in the northern part of South 

Viet Nam.  We were not far from the DMZ and rear base areas were closer to the coast 

while the heavier fighting was done in the mountains west of the base areas.  Here are 

some approximate mileages in kilometers (one km = .621 miles) to different areas of 

operation mentioned in the story ï Camp Evans to: 

 

Hue ï 26km south 

Da Nang ï 113 km south 

Saigon ï 630 km south 

DMZ -80 km north 

Dong Ap Bia ï 40 km southwest 

FB Granite ï 26 km southwest 

Mai Loc ï 65 km north 

Hanoi - 355 km north 

 

Also, Quang Tri is 24 km east and Khe San is 26 km SW of Mai Loc 

 

 

Chapter 1 ï Operation Massachusetts Striker, Apache Snow, and 

Montgomery Rendezvous (May 1, 1969 to July 14, 1969).  

 
During this period, nine US were killed and 26 wounded.  Known enemy killed - 48. 

 

The NVA started moving troops into the A Shau Valley area in 1964 and developed a 

logistics base in and around the valley.  The US countered with several Special Forces 

camps ï A Loui in the northern valley, Ta Bat in the central valley near an abandoned 

French air strip, and a camp in an abandoned Pacoh village in the south, A Shau.  The 

distance from A Loui to Ta Bat is about 24 km and from Ta Bat to A Shau is about 18 km 

ï the valley runs about 42 km NW to SE.
1
 

 

In 1965, the NVA began to encircle the SF camps.  The South Vietnamese Army 

(ARVN) fled at the end of 1965 abandoning A Loui and Ta Bat.  In March 1966, the 

NVA attacked the A Shau camp, killing hundreds of South Vietnamese and several green 

beret soldiers.  The NVA then ruled the A Shau Valley from 1966 to 1968.   

 

The 1
st
 Cavalry Division assaulted the A Shau in April 1968 to attempt to regain control.  

They opened the airstrip at A Loui and C-130ôs began landing April 26, 1968.  The Cav 

lost numerous choppers in their initial assault.  They captured trucks, 37mm guns, and 

stockpiles of ammunition.  When rain washed out the airstrip, the Cav was unable to stay 

and pulled out in May, 1968. 

 

In August, 1968, the 101
st
 Airborne Division goes into the A Shau for the first time with 

the 2/327
th
 Inf, losing six attack helicopters, a LOH, and one phantom jet.  They killed a 

few NVA but the operation was generally unsuccessful.  In fall, 1968, the 101
st
 started 

construction of a road (Route 547) from Camp Eagle to the A Shau.  At the end of 1968, 
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the road was through to a point, seven miles from the valley but could not continue until 

the US controlled the valley. 

 

In Feb, 1969, the Marines attacked in the Da Trong Valley 40 km northwest of the A 

Shau and captured 73 AA guns, 16, 122mm guns, 1,000 AKôs and stockpiles of food and 

ammunition. 

 

In March 1969, the 2d brigade of the 101
st
 goes in near the southern A Shau and opens 

FSB Whip (29 km SE of Hill 937).  The 1/502d Inf opens Veghel (22 km E of Hill 937) 

and fights a battle at Dong A Tay ñBloody Ridgeò and suffers 35 KIA and 100 wounded.  

The 2/327
th
 Inf captures 20 trucks and two bulldozers.  The 1/502d Inf near FSB Lash (51 

km SE of Hill 937) captures a large cache consisting of trucks and rifles. 

 

From April to May 1969, the 3/5
th
 Cavalry (a mechanized unit with tanks and armored 

personnel carriers) is given the mission of clearing Route 547 (originating at Camp 

Eagle) and pushing it into the valley.  This is in support of an upcoming major assault 

into the A Shau valley area. 
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On May 1, 1969, Charlie Companyôs mission is securing an engineer effort along Route 

#547 which probably included mine sweeping, road grading, and clearing landslides.    

Bravo and Charlie companies were situated on or near Firebase Blaze.  Some elements of 
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the battalion may have gone to Cocoa Beach which may have been in the vicinity of Cam 

Rahn Bay.  Eagle Beach opens May 1, 1969.  This was a relatively easy mission with 

little enemy contact. 

 

May 2, 1969.  Line # 121 evacuated as a heat casualty  (For security reasons, men 

assigned to rifle companies were assigned numbers with higher numbers going to the 

more senior ranking men.  Using the ñline numberò list, radio communications could 

report that line #57 had been wounded without mentioning his name.  Unfortunately, we 

do not have the line number lists today to tell us the names of those mentioned by óline 

number.ô).  The CP is at 493033. 

 

May 3, 1969.  The companyôs mission is to secure FSB Blaze and to conduct local RIF's. 

 

May 4, 1969.  The battalion is at FB's Cannon, Bastogne, and Arrow in addition to Blaze.  

This disposition corresponds to Route 547 and extends about 25 km in length.  Some 

discoveries imply that the NVA used route 547 in their 1968 Tet offensive where they 

employed heavy equipment including trucks and towed artillery pieces. 

 

May 5, 1969.  The battalion CP is at FB Cannon.  Charlie Company had four men 

wounded when a warrant officer accidentally discharged an M-79 grenade launcher in the 

Engineer mess hall.  Lines 9, 114, 113, and 61 are wounded. 

 

May 6, 1969.  The brigade S3 is looking for battalion size staging areas between Blaze 

and Cannon.  Clearly this is for the upcoming operation in the A Shau valley. 

 

May 7, 1969.  Four battalion staging areas for upcoming operation are found:  at grid 

coordinates 524024, 515029, 528024, and 518031 - all very close to FB Blaze. 

 

May 8-9, 1969.  Charlie Company is in its staging area near Blaze.  Delta Company is 

securing FB Currahee as 105mm and 155mm artillery is brought in.  Artillery support for 

the A Shau operation came from Firebases:  Bradley, Airborne, Currahee, Berchtesgaden, 

and Cannon. 

 

May 10, 1969.  Operation Apache Snow begins.  0730, the combat assault begins with 

A, B, and C companies being inserted into the area of operations.  D company is securing 

FSB Currahee and recon platoon is supporting 3d brigade headquarters at FB 

Berchtesgaden.  Charlie landed on LZ Red following Bravo company and preceding 

Alpha company.  Charlie had operational control of the battalion 81mm mortars and 

provided security for the battalion CP.  Charlie moves into its night defensive position by 

2030 at 312949. 

 

B Company kills one NVA officer at 312937 and captures an ammunition bunker at 

321929 (finding several weapons and ammunition rounds).  This is about 5 km south of 

Dong Ap Bia (Hamburger Hill). 
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Charlie Company locations May 10-20, 1969.  Dong Ap Bia is ñHamburger Hillò 

 

 

May 11, 1969.  Charlieôs location in the AM is 317950.  Bravo company finds 1,200 

pounds of rice and 40 pounds of TNT.  Alpha company finds a cable across the river 

probably used to sling supplies across. 

 

Telephone lines are found in the area.  Normally telephone lines indicate that a large 

NVA force has set up defenses in the area and can be expected to defend their positions 

to the fullest extent of their ability. 1300 hrs, C Co is at 310951.  1425, from the journal, 

Charlie Company medevacs line #67 - an old tree falls on him producing head contusions 

(about this time, CPT Stymiest and Jimmy Thorp are injured when a large tree branch 

falls on them.  Stymiest had a large scalp wound and was medevac'd and out for a day or 

two.  Not sure what the circumstances were causing the tree to fall). 
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Bravo company on Hill 996 finds a ladder going up a tree.  This must have been a tactic 

used by the NVA snipers in this area as the 3/187
th
 Infantry encountered numerous 

snipers high in trees near Hill 937. 

 

At 1600, C Co is at 312929.  16:30, the battalion S3 (MAJ Dale Burroughs) and his pilot 

are wounded while flying in a LOH.  At 1715, C Co receives mortar fire from the west, 

vicinity 280930.  The NVA mortars are about two km inside Laos and about six km from 

Charlie Company.  The mortar attack lasted about one hour and 15 minutes.  Among the 

wounded are Robert Love, David Canter, Richard Mooney, and Levering Rector.  

Levering Rector and Allan Klatt are cited for administering first aid and dragging the 

wounded to safety, despite the danger to themselves.  22 men are medevac'd to FB 

Currahee and some are evacuated further - most casualties are from the mortar platoon. 

Wounded from C Company:  lines 10, 78, 111, 87, PIO, and interpreter.  Wounded from 

E Company:  8, 13, 30, 35, 41, 43, 61, 84, 85, 91, 94, 96, 104, 106, 108, and 114. 

 

A description of the mortar attack from Dave Canter:  ñThe events of the early part of the 

day (May 11, 1969) are cloudy and unclear (mostly due to the 40 years since), but the 

events of that evening are crystal clear in my mind.  I believe I was the acting platoon 

leader of the 1st Platoon.  My job kept changing because I was an E-6 and I was either 

the platoon leader or platoon sergeant, during most of my stay in country.   I remember 

helping my RTO and another man dig our foxhole as we began to settle in for the 

evening.   I had not been briefed on the operations orders for the next day, but can 

remember the mortars being set up in the middle of our perimeter and a lot of work being 

done to provide an LZ for helicopters to come in the next day. 

  

As I was watching my men dig in and cut fields of fire, I heard the company commander 

call in artillery to a hilltop in front of me. The first rounds hit off to the right and he was 

making adjustments to the top of the hill when I heard explosions off to my left.  It 

sounded as if they were about 200 or 300 yards out.  I was familiar with the sound of 

mortars and knew that the enemy was firing at us.  I told everybody to get down and 

yelled "in-coming" but was totally ignored because of all the activity and noise around 

the hill at that moment. The first few rounds landed right out in front of my position, 

about 100 yards in front of our perimeter, but still nobody took notice.   I heard the 

mortars once again, but this time there were many rounds fired in succession so I stood 

up to get my men to take notice and get into their foxholes.  One of the first rounds to hit 

the hill landed about five or six feet behind me and I was blown forward and unconscious 

for a few moments and canôt tell what happened during that time period.  My field gear 

which was beside me was badly damaged and a hammock I had set up between two trees 

near us had big holes blown in it. 

  

I never took an actual count, but it seemed like over 100 rounds of mortar fire came in 

over the next 30 to 40 minutes. My RTO quickly called the medic and he came to me in 

the midst of all that fire and administered what first-aid he could.  The medic went from 

position to position with total disregard for his own safety and helped many of us who 

were wounded. I donôt know what his name was but the 1st platoon medic should have 

earned an award for valor that day. 
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During one short break in the attack I was told to get up to the top of the hill to await 

extraction by chopper for medical care.   I had about 25 or 30 pieces of shrapnel in my 

right arm and my back and needed to get out of the field.  I went to the top of the hill and 

began to look for a place to wait when the attack started again and there was no hole to 

hide in.   I lay on the hill as close as I could to a fallen tree (only about 8" in diameter), 

trying anything I could to stay alive. I was only 30 feet from our mortar position and 

witnessed their attempting to provide return fire to knock out the enemy mortars.  The 

men with the mortars were not familiar to me, but I watched as they stood their ground in 

the midst of an almost constant barrage and returned fire, one mortar after another in the 

direction of the sound of the enemy.  They fired so many rounds that the base plates of 

the mortars were sunk into the dirt almost half the height of the tubes. While I watched, 

one of the mortar men was loading a round into the tube and an enemy mortar round 

landed between him and me (about fifteen feet from each of us, and he took a small piece 

of shrapnel directly between his eyes.  He was knocked backwards and immediately got 

back up and continued to return fire in the direction of the enemy. 

  

Finally, after what seemed an eternity, the attack began to slow down and medical 

evacuation choppers began to land on the small LZ we had cut at the top of the hill.  I 

wasnôt one of the more seriously wounded men so I opted to wait for a later flight. I was 

probably on the third or fourth chopper out and we had at least one body bag with us and 

some other badly wounded men with us as well.  From there, we were all transported to 

what appeared to be a MASH unit several miles from our unit [perhaps at Currahee]. 

There were so many of us that came in at the same time that they assigned a corporal to 

work on me. He gave me a few shots of Novocain in various parts of my body and began 

to try to remove as much of the shrapnel and other foreign matter as he could.  I was sent 

to several hospitals over the next two months, but was allowed to return to my unit in an 

attempt to pick up my personal belongings before final evacuation to a hospital in Japan, 

and then home. 

 

Some of the wounded are listed on purple heard orders.  Joseph Thompson of Charlie 

Company went to 85
th
 Evacuation Hospital.  The 101

st
 purple heart orders include David 

Canter and Richard Mooney of Charlie Company; Dale Burroughs (battalion operations 

officer) of headquarters company; and, James Retzer, James Witte, Richard Callahan, 

Donald Dennehy, Charles Solomon, and Stanley Celmer of E Company (most likely 

mortar men). 

 

May 12, 1969.  At 1145 the company is at 315935.  1315, the company medevacs three 

men for hepatitis, hernia, and high fever.  Line #'s not clear:  128, 120 and 17? And 2?  

1700 location is 317942.  The 81mm mortar platoon may have been extracted this date.  

It appears that having the mortars in the field was not successful and that Charlie 

Company is tied down with the mortars and the battalion CP, not allowing the battalion to 

fully deploy Charlie Company as a rifle company.  There may have been reasons for the 

battalion CP and mortars to move on the ground but generally mortars needed to be in a 

secure area where they can be easily resupplied and the battalion CP was a good size 

group that made a lot of noise and required protection. 



18 

 

May 13, 1969.  1120, the company finds two old French rifles and some crosscut saws.  

At 1234, 3/1 ARVN find a major cache - Russian trucks, crew served weapons and 

individual weapons about 10 km NW of Hamburger.  At 1250, brigade headquarters 

instructs 1/506 to reinforce 3/187.  This is about the time that 3/187
th
 Infantry meets 

major resistance and begins to suffer numerous casualties. 

 

May 14, 1969.  Charlie Company still has the mission of securing the battalion CP.  

Apparently, Charlie is the trail company in the battalion formation.  (There were very few 

times in the war when an entire battalion was deployed together but the Dong Ap Bia 

operation was one of the larger undertaken against the NVA).  1530 - Alpha company has 

a point man killed.  Charlie times and locations are not indicating much movement:  1100 

ï 321952, 1400 ï 321956, and 1700 ï 320952. 

 

May 15, 1969.  1100 ï 320959.  1425 - B Co receives sniper fire from a tree (similar to 

3/187 experience).  At 1630 a medevac is called for a man with a possible broken back.  

The medevac is completed at 1722. 

 

May 16, 1969.  0735 - A Co has one KIA and seven WIA.  1045 - B Co has one KIA and 

eight WIA from vicinity of Hill  916 (about two kilometers SW of Dong Ap Bia).  Three 

B Co WIA are from friendly fire - US artillery.  1600 - A Co has two injured by 

lightning.  This must be the same violent weather experienced by the 3/187
th
 Inf and 

mentioned in the Hamburger Hill  book. 

 

May 17, 1969.  1010 - A Co is in contact at 328968 and suffers one KIA and one WIA.  

1630 - B Co is in a fight with one KIA and seven WIA.  1905 - C Company at 317961 

reports enemy .51 cal fire.  Charlie company is clearing bunkers south of Hill 800 (about 

1.5 kilometers south of Dong Ap Bia).  2000 - C Company is at 326964 (vicinity Hill 

800) with the battalion command post.  C Co is still securing the battalion CP.   

 

May 18, 1969.  Alpha and Bravo Co receive RPG and small arms attacks in the morning.  

Charlie is at 328968 and moving east of Alpha Company to assist with the assault of the 

hill.   This is the first time that Charlie Company gets into the fight.  Charlie had been 

following Alpha but swings to the right toward Hill 900 from the southeast.  CPT 

Stymiest is back in command.  LT Ian Shumaker (third platoon) attacks on the left and 

LT Timothy LeClair (second platoon) on the right.  first platoon and the CP follow.  1232 

- B Co has 12 WIA.  The fighting is getting much more intense for the 1/506
th
 Infantry. 

 

The above journal entries do not do justice to the intensity of combat experienced by the 

rifle companies of the 1/506
th
 Infantry.  I had very limited first hand recollections of this 

time period and was forced to rely primarily on the battalion journal entries to report 

what transpired.  Although the Hamburger Hill book focuses on the 3/187
th
 Infantry, it 

does cover the Charlie Company fight and gives a more visceral portrayal of the battle. 

 

Around Hamburger Hill , all of the NVA bunkers were supporting each other and had an 

entrance offset from the main area so that you could not toss a grenade straight into the 
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main compartment.  The company was provided with TNT cans about the size of a coffee 

can and they were fuzed.  The men learned to throw a smoke grenade into a bunker fi rst 

to blind the NVA and then follow with the TNT which would explode before the NVA 

could find it. 

 

1400 - A Co at 327968; B Co at 321974; C Co at 331969.  As the grid coordinates 

indicate, the companies are getting closer to each other.  1410 - C Co has one WIA and 

kills two NVA.  A few hours later, Charlie kills two more NVA.  Other records show two 

men from Charlie Company are wounded this day:  Joseph Thompson and Richard 

Mooney. 

 

May 19, 1969.  C Company found two .51 cal machine guns and a 122mm rocket tripod 

and documents.  1220 - D Co sends a platoon from FB Currahee to reinforce A Co.  

Alpha Company had taken numerous casualties and its field strength may be as low as 

40-50 men.  1340 - C Co moves to take the lead from A Co.  1430 - C Co links with A 

Co at 327974.  Alpha Company reported 20 enemy bunkers with two men in each.  At 

1715,  A Co reaches the peak of Hill 937.  1739 - A and C companies report 60mm 

mortars impacting nearby.  A Co is at 327974 and B Co at 324976.  At the end of the day, 

Charlie Company reports having killed ten NVA.  Phillip Stanley recalled about this time 

the US fought for a while with gas masks on but the humidity made it difficult to see.  

The CS gas was deployed from helicopters or artillery.  

 

There may be slight errors among the available records.  Seven men from Charlie are 

cited for actions on May 16, 1969, yet the main fight appears to have occurred on the 

19
th
.  The battalion journal indicates that Charlie has a fairly quiet day on the 16

th
 with 

more activity on the 19
th
 although the journal seems to miss most of the action.  Iôll 

summarize the award citations as taking place on the 19
th
 as that seems to be the correct 

date.    Randall Mee was killed by an RPG while assisting other wounded men nearby.  

Paul Skaggs silenced a bunker with a grenade at great risk to himself.  Joseph King killed 

an NVA who was about to flank and grenade the men nearby.  Phillip Tierney led his fire 

team against the enemy bunkers despite intense fire.  Danny Williams also destroyed an 

NVA bunker with a grenade.  Michael OôBrien led his squad against enemy bunkers and 

knocked one out with grenades.  John Young was LT Timothy Le Clairôs RTO who, 

despite heavy fire on his position, kept up communications with the company CP after his 

platoon leader suffered a fatal head wound.   Howard Peterson was killed by small arms 

while dragging wounded men of his squad to safety. 

 

Although the 1/506
th
 Infantry fighting had not been as heavy as the 3/187

th
 Infantry, it 

had increased considerably in intensity.  A Co killed 18 NVA; C Co killed 10 NVA; A 

Co suffered two KIA and 19 WIA.  C Co KIA's were Timothy Le Clair, Randall Mee, 

and Howard Peterson.   

 

May 20, 1969.  The NVA appear to be withdrawing to the southwest.  1/506
th
 Infantry 

moves to the southwest to block the enemy escape route.  1/506
th
 also plans to clean up 

Hills 900 and 916.  At 1625 the company locations are - A Co 328976; B Co 324970; C 

Co 327968.  1730 - C Co has two WIA.  1945 - C Co links up with elements of the 
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ARVN force.  At 2015, C Co has two WIA - Lines 96 and 116.  B Co kills 5 NVA; has 

one KIA and seven WIA.  Alpha Co NDP is at 327977 and Bravo Co at 326971.  Charlie 

company men mentioned in award citations:  Roy Holmes is cited for exposing himself to 

enemy fire to cover the extraction of wounded men.  As a fire team leader, John Jackson 

moved forward under heavy enemy fire to pull one of his wounded men to safety.  Robert 

Moore was also cited for moving under enemy fire to save a wounded comrade.  About 

this time, Phillip Stanley remembers seeing reporters and photographers on the hill. 

 

May 21, 1969.  1300 - A Co and C Co find 27 enemy bodies in bunkers.  1410 - A Co 

327977; B Co 329967; C Co 327968.  1610 - C Co is at 324973.  1620 - C Co receives 

RPG and small arms fire.  As with 3/187
th
 Inf, some of the NVA were motivated to die in 

defense of Dong Ap Bia and made counterattacks against superior US force.  1820 - C Co 

has 5 WIA: lines 4, 47, 69, 125, and ? who are sent to 22nd Surgical Hospital.  These are:  

William Kearby, Phillip Tierney, Thurman Wiglesworth, Robert Stinger, and Jeffrey 

Kanouse.  LT Ian Shumaker may have been line #4.  He was cited for leading his platoon 

against well defended enemy positions, calling in artillery and directing small arms fire.  

As he redeployed his platoon, he was hit by an enemy claymore mine.  C Co has three 

KIA:  William Smith, James Ralph, and Robert Goodner.  Clearly, the battle for the 

ñHillò continues. 

 

May 22, 1969.  Approx 30-40 NVA bodies are found.  1500 - C Co at 327971.  1520 - 

2/501 finds the body of James Ralph of C Co killed on May 21.  1620 - C Co recovers 

remains of three MIA from May 20 and 21 - probably Timothy Le Clair, Randall Mee, 

and Howard Peterson.  The fighting must have been very intense as under most 

circumstances, every effort would be made to retrieve US bodies as soon as possible.  

The 3/187
th
 Infantry also left bodies temporarily due to extremely intense fighting.  What 

to do would be a judgment call at the time.  For the US soldier, it is very important to 

know that your body would be recovered should you die in combat.  At the same time, it 

might not make sense to risk other lives to recover lost soldiers who were known to be 

dead. 

 

Some assorted memories from Phillip Stanley:  In the vicinity of 937, Phillip saw an 

NVA base camp with hooches, running water via bamboo pipes and a latrine built like an 

outhouse.  This was in a saddle short of the peak of Hill 937.  Phillip remembers leaning 

up against an NVA bunker thinking that it had been cleared.  There was a wounded NVA 

inside (who was later captured?)  This was after the main assault on 937.  He described 

the top of Hill 937 as being like a pile of pick up sticks as a result of the air strikes and 

artillery.  He remembered a US flag and a Confederate flag flying on the top of 

Hamburger Hill. 

 

May 23, 1969.  0640 - air strikes go in on Hill 916.  1030 ï Charlie company location is 

325972.  At1415, Charlie finds 5 dead NVA from the previous days fighting.  1450 - 

engages a bunker and kills one NVA.  C Co has four WIA.  1555 - At 318971, C Co is hit 

by ARA and has five WIA (B Co has 3 WIA from ARA).  C Co wounded:  Lines 76, 

123, 102, and LT Williams (2nd plat leader).  The four line numbers are probably 

Thurman Wigglesworth, Jeffrey Kanouse, Larry Rogers, and Robert Stinger.  The ARA 
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coordination must not have been very good at this time as the 3/187
th
 Infantry was also 

hit by US helicopter gunships on several occasions. 

 

 
Hamburger Hill in July 1969 shows the complete destruction of the hill 

 

A green ledger book (unofficial) used by the division awards section indicates the 

following men were wounded about this time:  Gary Dolharuide, Philip Tierney, Richard 

Hembold, Bobby Jackson, Phillip Robinson, David Hicks, Fred Rinehart, and Henry 

Ybarra. 

 

May 24, 1969.  0820 - B Co finds a weapons cache.  1015 - C Co finds a smaller cache at 

324973 and destroys weapons and ammunition.  

 

May 25, 1969.  Seems like a quiet day - staying in the same location all day.  Most likely 

the company was resupplying and reorganizing after suffering significant losses. 

 

May 26, 1969.  1245 - C Co location is 329964.  The company is beginning its march of 

about seven km from the Hamburger Hill area to FB Currahee to the southeast.  The 

battalion CP must still be moving with C Co.  The battalion Cdr was awarded the Silver 

Star at FB Currahee for action on May 20th (the battalion history says LTG Zais, the 

corps commander, presented the award for commanding the battalion in the assault of 

Dong Ap Bia).   1514 - Company finds bicycle tracks on trail - probably used to move 

supplies and finds high tension wires with insulators.  1727 - At 337963 the company 

finds a bunker complex with minor amounts of enemy ammunition.   
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This map shows the route of Charlie Company from Hamburger to FB Currahee 

 

May 27, 1969.  1545 - C Co finds a 25x25 corn field.  The company NDP was at 348961.  

The next day their 1445 loc is 348961 and NDP is 355964. 

 

May 29, 1969.  0930 - Finds old bunkers at 356966.  1222 - loc at 361973.  On the 28
th
, 

Alpha Co had switched with D Co on providing security for FB Currahee.  Most likely, 

Alpha Company suffered the most in the recent fighting and could better reorganize at 

Currahee.  A conservative estimate would be that 30-50% of the 1/506
th
 Infantry rifle 

companies were comprised of new replacements within two weeks of the Hamburger Hill 

battles. 

 

May 30, 1969.  Most operations are halted due to Buddha's birthday.  Charlie NDP is 

369966.  Commentary:  such observations may have made sense to the other brigade of 

the 101
st
 Airborne that was primarily involved with pacification efforts along the coastal 

region.  Charlie Company members probably cared little for Buddha but no doubt, were 

happy to take a day off from the fighting. 

 

May 31, 1969.  Nothing significant is reported in Charlie Company.  Delta had some 

contacts with five men wounded.  NDP is 379962. 

 

June 1-2, 1969.  Charlie is in the Ashau Valley floor area, southeast of the recent fighting 

in the hills.  0945 ï 384962; 1245 ï 391957.  A newly arrived soldier remembers how 

thin and ragged the company looked after the Hamburger fighting had taken its toll.  The 

company arrives at Currahee at 0830 on June 2 and stands down with showers, clean 

clothes, equipment repair teams, and ice cream. 
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June 3, 1969.  In the AM, first platoon had been at 369963 and second platoon at 399965.  

Main mission was securing Currahee. 

 

June 4, 1969.  The company is at Fire Base Currahee.  Some local patrols are sent out - 

third platoon at 396952. 

 

June 5, 1969.  The company moves to Eagle Beach beginning at 0915 and all arrive by 

1020.  This must have been a very welcome respite from the recent weeksô fighting. 

 

June 6, 1969.  The company returns from Eagle Beach midday.  PFC Terry Moyer has 

accidentally shot himself in the foot and is medevac'd. 

 

June 7-8, 1969.  The company is at Currahee ï some local RIFôs are conducted.  At 

midnight on June 8, Apache Snow terminates. 

 

June 9, 1969.  The company medevacs one man for severe chest pain.  1010 - Currahee 

received four, 122mm rockets.  At 1115, Charlie combat assaults to an LZ at 414033.  

This is on the eastern side of the A Shau Valley near FB Eagles Nest where the hills 

quickly rise to over 800 meters elevation.  Charlie Company will spend the next nine 

days in this area.  Phillip Stanley remembers going in to an elephant grass LZ about this 

time where the grass caught fire and some ammo that had been kicked out of a helicopter, 

caught fire and exploded.  C Co evacuates line 91 for heat exhaustion. 

 

June 10, 1969.  0900 ï 402040; 1300 ï 396043. 

 

June 11, 1969.  0845 - at 392043 with third platoon at 389046.  1045 - company 

completes a one ship LZ.  1415 - CP and first platoon at 386048. 

 

June 12, 1969.  0955 ï A Chicom grenade booby trap is tripped - no casualties.  1125 - 

found bunkers and hooches six months old.  1300 - gunship working for Charlie spots 10 

NVA at 400063 and kills one.  1430 - a medic with third platoon, last name starts with 

"F" is accidentally shot in the thigh; line #155 is evacuated due to heat.  Company is 

constructing some LZ's. 

 

June 13, 1969.  The new airstrip in the valley is completed by the 326th Engineers.  

Caribou aircraft start landing.  Route 547 cuts into the A Shau this day.  0750 - second 

platoon, fourth platoon, CP at 394057.  1640 - two men are medevac'd - one for heat 

exhaustion (line #125) and one for fractured knee cap (E Co mortar FO).  1735 - At 

402064 gunships covering a medevac see three NVA and engage. 
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Map of area east of the Ashau Valley where Charlie Company operated June 14-17, 1969 

 

June 14, 1969.  B Co on Berchtesgaden defends against a sapper attack, killing 60.  No 

friendly KIA's.  This was one instance where a ñmad minuteò caught the NVA sappers by 

surprise.  (A ñmad minuteò is a designated time early in the AM when security goes to 

100% and all personnel fire their weapons on likely enemy attack routes).  0620 - first 

platoon remains at 399057 to ambush and the company moves out.  0655 - At 401060 

finds a recent camp fire and trail with an animal trap located by scout dog.  1145 - 

receives SA fire from across a gulley.  Line #76, Jerry Austin, is shot in the leg and 

medevacôd to 85
th
 Evacuation Hospital. 

 

June 15, 1969.  0930 - 410072 finds a black shirt hanging out to dry.  1300 - second 

platoon is at 405067.  1400 - medevacs line #16 for high fever and # 143 for heat 

exhaustion.  A combination of high temperatures and steep terrain made movement by 
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foot very difficult as seen by the evacuations for heat exhaustion.  1600 - At LZ, 407066 

found garden plot with corn, tomatoes, squash, watermelon and some bunkers. 

 

June 16, 1969.  0900 - At 411069 the company finds a trail with steps cut, logs, and 

bamboo hand rail.  No recent use.  1230 - 412070 medevacs line # 79 for heat exhaustion.  

2224 - OP hears movement and tosses two grenades; receives one RPG round.  Negative 

casualties. 

 

June 17, 1969.  0850 ï At 412070 and looking for an LZ.  1125 - first platoon is setting 

up radio relay at 413069.  They found a tame pig with VC communications wire used as a 

harness.  They tried to catch the pig but could not; they shot the pig so the VC could not 

use it for food.  1345 - Finds hooches and bunkers at 415071 and one old rifle.  1700 - FB 

Currahee gets rockets and mortars from 398933.  1755 - there is one heat medevac from 

410069.   

 

June 18, 1969.  0910 - At 406067, the company receives small arms fire; Peter Blazonis, 

line #82 is shot in the chest.  He was cleaning up by a stream when he was shot; was 

medevac'd to 22d Surgical Hospital at 1015 but must have died in the hospital.  This was 

still in the vicinity of FB Eagles Nest.  1445 - LZ Currahee.  1530 - Currahee receives a 

few rockets and mortar rounds; Derek Montey is injured in groin by piece of bamboo and 

is medevac'd.  1640 - Currahee receives a few more mortar rounds.  The company would 

spend the next four days patrolling within a few kilometers of FB Currahee. 

 

June 19, 1969.  1545 - At 398945 ï Company conducts a RIF in the vicinity of Firebase 

Currahee.  1825 - Reports butterfly mine 397939 - one exploded and wounded line # 156, 

Loren Klene, with shrapnel in lower back.  Butterfly mines were small, anti-personnel 

mines that would be dropped in mass by air to blanket an area where enemy were known 

to traverse.  It is not clear how long these mines had been in the area but with hindsight, it 

did not make sense to deploy them in an area frequented by US forces. 

 

June 20, 1969.  3/5th Cav and elements from 9th ID and 1st Cav enter the A Shau (Ta Bat 

air strip) from route 547 having started at Blaze and Cannon.  0715 ï the company is at 

399945.  At 0820, the company commander requests that a medical officer check five 

men who need to go to the rear for treatment.  At 1000, the company combat assaults to a 

cold LZ at 391930 (suspected mortar position a few days earlier).  1145 - At 395930.  

1545 - first platoon at 393929; third platoon at 395929; second platoon and CP at 393930.  

1745 - At 393930, finds old 75mm rounds and has a four ship LZ.  It appears that the east 

side of the Ashau Valley did not have the recent enemy activitiy as did the west side 

which was closer to the Laos sanctuaries.  The west side may have housed NVA forces 

while the east may have been more VC. 

 

June 21, 1969.  0800 - first platoon at 392928; third platoon at 399930.  0905 - found two 

recent mortar positions at 398930.  1145 - CP and first platoon at 388929; second platoon 

at 388929; third platoon at 390930.  1523 - third platoon at 403927.  1805 - first platoon 

at 395930 finds two bunkers and 60mm mortar fuses two weeks old.  1830 - finds mortar 

FO bunker at 396932. 
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June 22, 1969.  3/3 ARVN is at the new Ta Bat airfield.  1245 - At 402931.  1535 - 

second platoon at 401927 to construct an LZ. 

 

 
Charlie Company locations June 20-22, 1969 south of FB Currahee 

 

June 23, 1969.  From 0752 to 0837, the company moves by air to an LZ at 322917 (south 

side of Rao Lao River, 2 km from Laos and seven km WSW of FB Currahee).  The hills 

rise steeply from the river and reach elevations of 700-800 meters almost immediately.  

Charlie Company will work this area for the next five days.  1110 - the company finds 

many fresh trails at 322917.  1317 - first platoon at 320920 finds one very new trail three 

feet wide.  1540 - medevacs line #91 for heat at 329919.  [Employing helicopters for 

medical or resupply purposes had the disadvantage of telling the local enemy forces that 

US forces were nearby, losing the benefit of surprise and allowing the enemy to take the 

initiative if they so chose.]  1745 - first platoon and CP were at 325916; second platoon at 


